Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 






^ . S^ /^ ^^-^^^ 





4if^^^^^.^^^^^^^^ Xc^^t::^^^^ 



^ 










\ 



\->^ 



i^ 



2.5 




^. 



C^ 



ff 







M^ 



r 



N 



« • 



/ 



k 



-• 



I • 



•■<' 



I 



I-.' 






tl 



t « 



• - 



i 



LETTERS 

m 

FROH 

MRS. PALMERSTONE 

TO 

HER DAUGHTER; 

INCULCATING 

MORALITY 

, BT 

ENTERTAINING NARRATIVES. 



BY I4RS. HUNTER, 

OF NORWICH* 



IN THBBS V0LUME8. 

VOL. I. 



=» 



LONDON. ^ 

PRINTED FOR W. ROB^ERDS, NORWICH; 
AND SOtD BY LONGMAN AND RF.E8,PAT£RNOST£R-ROW, 

1803. 



t 



/ r« — 



IhLpta and WUks, 
Chancery-Lane, 






V. 



DEDICATION. 



To Elizabeth Hutchinson, the child 
of her affectum J does the Author particularly de- 
dicate the Jbllowing pages; which, for the most 
part, were origirialli/ written tuith the view of 
contributing to render ner what she is, — a good 
wife and a good mother i-^ervently wishiftg that 
the work rnay le tLseful informing the minds of 
her children, and that she may long live to reap 
the fruit of her maternal cares. 



** And see her virtues, with reflected grace, 
*' Bloom to fresh life, and charm another race. 



RACHEL HUNTER. 

Norwich, ^^. 
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( viii ) 

Author. Give me leave to catll upon you 
another time .... Your honour • , is • • a little • • 
out of humour at present. 

Reader. Not at all. I am in the humour of 
saying what I think. If you call this ill humour, 
you will never find me in a good one. 

Author. Well, well, 1 will drop my apology, 
and content myself with telling your honour how 
I, poor soul ! who know nothing of authorship, 
and should shrink from the criticism of a school- 
boy, came to be of the number of your suitors : 
for, unqualified as I am, you wonder no doubt 
at my motive, and are impatient to know the 
particulars. • 

Reader. Not at all. I know your motive as 
well as you do yourself; and to enter into a long 
detail of the matter would only give you some 
trouble, and myself no pleasure whatever. .' 

Author. I intended entertaining your ho- 
nour with some short instructive narratives of 
my composition; but, as I have already taken 
up too much of your tiine, you would be angry 
with me were I to detain you any longer. Would 
you not? I 

Reader. Not at all. I love entertaining sto- I 

ries, especially short ones, as you say yours are. 
Begin therefore as soon as you please. But walk 
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in^ and do not keep me any longer at the door. 
I am very subject to catch cold. 

Author. Before I begin my Narratives, I 
should tell your honour that they were intended 
tor the service and instruction of youth ; and as 
much has been written on this subject, you may 
perhaps think it is exhausted. 

Readbr. Not at all. If any one had the good 
fortune of introducing into a book the whole of 
what should be and has not been said on this 
subject, I would pronounce it, without hesita- 
tion, one of the best books in the world. 

Author. Say you so? I am glad your honour 
thinks as I do; and on the strength of this our 
^agreement I will venture to send this book of 
mine into the world. Should it fail of success, 
and be left to the mercy of a certain species of 
rats, they will soon demolish it, as they have 
V very little to nibble at besides the ill-fated pro- 
ductions of mistaken talents. I am however 
strongly tempted to give your honour a detail of 
those circumstances which first led me to my 
present design, and broke in upon habitual indo- 
lence and natural timidity. £ut perhaps I shall 
weary you ? 

RjlAJ^ER, Not at all. I have, in common with 

my 



( * ) 

itiy Neighbours, some curiosity, and no obj^C- 
tion to its gratification. Begin therefore. 

AutiidR. Sbiiie months since I tvas gratified 
by the unexpected visit of It friend, from whom 
linie and distfessirlg eveilts had separated me for 
leveral' years. Biit neither absence, hor those 
circumstances which I feared had involved his 
fortune and happiness In the ruin of" thousands, 
eould remove entirely fiDm my mind the hope, 
that in his integrity, his talents, and his industry, 
he had found a refuge against misery. It had 
been the employment of his rational life to instruct 
youth in those lessons of wisdom and prudence 
which he undeviatingly exeitrplified in his own 
conduct. And with the most lively satisfaction^ 
I found, on our meeting, that those hopes which 
1 had cherished, during my painful uncertainty 
i*especting his actual condition, w^ere realised. 
From the post of private preceptor, he was become, 
in this country, a public teacher in the various 
branches of polite and useful literature; and, 
^ith honour and increasing esteem, enjoyed iri 
competence and ease the recompense of his 
Assiduity in his professional' duties, and fm- 
portant cares of instruction, of precept, and 
istample, to the untutored and" inriocent. In 

our 
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•lir codrersatidtiri on his favourite tbpic^ Edutki* 
Hofiy he complained of a difficulty I was no way* 
^repilred to expect* He said he wanted boolu 
for his female pupils, and particularly for those 
between twelve and seventeen years of i^e. I 
instantly reminded him of the numberless atfd 
excellent works published for the express pur^ 
pdses of instruction to young people; and with 
som^ a&iperity, I believe, and perh^s national 
pride, naoied several authors who had a distin- 
guished claim to his selection and preference. 
He replied^ '^ He was well acquainted with the 
books whi<^h I had enumerated: he acknow-^ 
ledged their merit, &nd had availed himself of 
their usefulness^ But,'' added he, smiling, 
^ some are too serious, and others too childish i 
tome say too much, and others not enough. I 
want a ddineation of the human heart, with a 
moral which will not disgrace a mature reason. 
t want a mirror of truth and of nature, in which 
my girls may see themsdves without danger to 
their native simplicity, and without checking 
too harshly their natural curiosity and fancy/' — 
I smiled in my turn ; and drawing fr6m my 
Work^bswket a parcel of Mrs. Palmerstone'sXet- 
lerd to her Daughter, which I had provided for 
ihe occasion, I placed them in his hands. — 

" There," 
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*^ TOere," said I, « read Ihose fetters. Tbey are 
the production of an English mother, who, I 
a^spect, found herself under the same difficulty of 
which you complain » Read them, and tell me 
firankly whether the design or the subjects answer 
your ideas." — Betrayed perhaps by his ingenu- 
ous simplicity, ever ready to give importance to 
the feeblest attempt to favour and promote the 
cause of virtue, he decidedly approved the little 
work, and engaged my promise to prepare it for 
the press. We amused ourselves with the im- 
portance of the character I was about to assume, 
and the wreath of fame with which he engaged 
to decorate my brows, himself at our next meet- 
ing ..... We parted; and in six short weeks a 
life at once useful, honourable, and virtuous*, 
was. terminated in a premature grave. For some 
time all intercourse with Mrs. Palmerstoue was 
suspended. Insensibly I recalled, with the pain- 
ful regrets which obtruded on my mind and 
depressed my spirits, my friend's opinion of the 
work before me, and the purposes which he had 
judged it calculated to answer. A sort of interest, 
Which I will not here define, now stimulated my 
industry; and I found a secret satisfaction in my 
progress; by thinking it contained somewhat of 
his honest and pure intentions.— But I am afraid 

I have 
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I have tired your honour with this long account of 
motives, in which you have so little concern- 

Reader. Not at all; by no means. I am not 
naturally ill-natured, although somewhat im- 
patient. It is true your book, and your private 
sorrows, have little to do with each other ; but I 
have not that fastidiousness which turns from 
the tribute of esteem and lost comfort, because 
it is out of its place. 

Author- Your kindness encourages me. The 
Letters of Mrs. Palmerstone are now finished, 
and I send them into the world friendless and un- 
supported ; except indeed your honour But 

I will hot be too bold. I shall be satisfied if the 
^H^f virtue deigns to regard the writer as the 
humblest of her train. If one child of unso- 
phiAicated nature approves the lessons she has 
^iculcated, she will be recompensed. 
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Eettet 1. 

THE SPOILED CHILD, 

ott 

THE HISTORY OF MISS WEBSTER. 
MY DEAR CBILD^ 

On Qiy return home laft night I had the 
fati$fa£bion of learning from yourmaid^ that 
you had been very much pleafed with your 
nutting party^ and that farmer Gregory's 
daughters had had no reafon to be diffatis- 
fied with mifs Palmerftone, ' for that you had 
been all condefcenfion and gpod nature/ 
This intelligence compenfated for my not 
having embraced you before you fought 
that r^ofe which your long-isalkjequired, 
and in which I found and blelTed you. 

. VOL, I, B It 



It would have been a very fenfible morti- 
fication to me, and a difgrace to yourfelf> 
had you condufted yourfelf otherwife than 
you did i for tKM]ueftiooaUy you were the 
beft informed and the beft educated girl in 
the company. You will do well, my Eliza, 
to confider whether to tbefe incidental ad- 
vantages you ar^ able to add jthat quality 
on which their value and ufefukiefs depend : 
I mean good temper. 

If, in any one inftance of thofe mild and 
ready compliances, thofe prompt and obli- 
ging fervices, by which you have fo fuccels- 
fully won the good wiH of your companions, 
you had nothing betterin view dian the com- 
mon obfervances of civility, which, from 
your condition in life, you are accuftomed 
to receive and to return, your motive was 
deficient, — inafmuch as it wanted that eflen^ 
tial grace in which its real meritconfifts: and 
you will find, under this point of view, t}mt 
the condejcenjion fo highly extolled by Betty 
was neither more nor lefs than refpeft . to 
yourfelf before your inferiors ; and, only in 

a-different 
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a dlfierent drefs^ the ordinary^ deferenct 
which th^fe above ygu exaft. Genuine 
good nature is eafilydiftinguiihed from the 
affedlation of it. A feeling and ingenuous 
heart has only one object befcH^ it in all its 
concerns with its feUow-creatures j namely, 
to pleafe, and to be loved. I^ attentions 
are not meafured by the local circumftances 
of fortune, rank, or its own interefls, but 
by its capacity of uiefulnefs, and by its 
power of adminiftering fatis&dicm, amufe-* 
ment, and convenience, to thoie who folicit 
its kindneis, or claim its duties. 

Good nature and good fenfe ai«, in facfl*, 
what good breeding aims at, and Can never 
attain but as i£ meets with the fupport of 
theie auxiliaries : for without them it is 
mere grimace; at beil, an ornament put 
on with our fine trappings, liable to be 
ruffled by every pulF of wind, and foiled by 
the flighceft touch : whilft good nature and 
a found underftanding firmly reft on their 
own folid bafis, not difiiainful of exterior 
polilh, but knowing and feeling, their owa 

]power 



power t6 dignify a clown, and to confer a 
grace beyond the reach of imitation. 
, You are now, my dear girl, arrived at an 
age which juttifies your mother in thinking 
you capable of entering mto the examina- 
tion fhe recommends; but I am certain you 
will neither rejeft, nor be ungrateful for, 
the affiftance that fhe cheerfully offers you. 

Two years fince, you were permitted to 
attend two ladies, rny .guefls, with your 
grandfather, to examine the noble ruins of 
B — r- caflle. You difcovered, in that ex- 
curfion, that. you were deficient in good 
nature and in good fenfe: you returned 
home in fuUennefs and ill humour, becaufe 
the ladies, impatient to be with your mo- 
ther , whom Aey had left indifpofed, refufed 
your entreaties to go three miles further 
in order to fee a cafcade, at that feafon of 
the year almofl dry, but of which you 
bad heard wonders. You may pofTibly 
recoUe£t that no notice was taken of your 
behaviour, at the moment. You were left 
to recover your ufual gaiety and good 

. , manners. 
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manners, at your own plaafure. 'j A few 

days after, an ^ccurTion was propoied to 

the .fea-fidfe : it met the wilhes of all, ami 

yfifi embraced by none widi gmater aridity 

than by yourfelf. A week was the timo 

allotted for our tour, and you looked for-- 

ward with delight to the means of increaf-! 

ing your ftock of (hells for the ornament 

of the little grotto whicih you were then 

embellilhing i not an idea entered your 

mind, that it was pofTible fuch a plan could 

be engaged in without including you. Your 

grandfather, the morning preceding our. 

departure, afked me very gravely, in your 

prefence, whether he was to have the 

pleafure of being our efcort, I anfwered 

in the affirmative, and o^ur gueils ieconded 

me by exprefling their furprife at fo un- 

expedted a queftion. " I was not quite 

certain," replied he to them, " in refpeft 

to my daughter's intentions i but now I 

xindei:ftand them. She knows that I am 

not ambitious of joining in the fociety of 

an infant, and much lefs difpofed to fub* 

mit 



mir fo the direBdon of a capricid^ 6ne> 
nrhetho' Ae be abt^ to reckon ten, ortwen^ 
tf years in her age/* I obfervcd your 
4ifti«isj and aflured him that he had no- 
thing to 'fean adding, " We fhall leave 
the infant in the nurfery, and take with us 
Eliza Palmerftone/* 

We had no caufe for dilTatisfadion, nor 
had I any reafon to repent of my lenity.' 
You left the infant to • that fpot in which 
only it is entitled to indulgence, and where 
even that indulgence is pernicious, if not 
exadly proportioned to its weaknefs and 
helplefs ignorance. You are now twelve 
years of age, and you ought to want no in- 
ducements, but fuch as arife from your own 
heart, to eftablifh you in the habits of 
gentlenefe and complacency; nor a better 
guide to the principles which enforce them, 
than your own reafon, and the infttuftions 
which it has received. 

I was once fo unfortunate as to meet a 
girl nearly of your age, at the houfe of 
a friend with whom I pafled fome weeks, 

' The 



The ibciety which vtimfit was» Uke thr 
mafter^ |ileft&tit «iid wcfl infimnfed;. and I 
rectll with pleafure the hifpy dap I ^n^ 
jc^ed witk yow fiither ia thi& gendanan'ft^ 
beautifid retreat; Thehodle wai spacious/ 
and its owner never thought: it fumiihed 
without a party of his feleft friends. One 
evening we were furpnfed by aa imex- 
pe(Sted enkrgement of our xmnaber^ by the- 
arrival of a gentleman^ his lady^ and their 
daugh(9er> the abovecnentioned damieL 

Mr,H^ — -, ow hofpitabJe entertainer, 
although his houfe was numeroufly fami/hm 
eJ, received them with his ufual urbanity. 
The day 'had been extremely fultry, and 
the young ladyowas no fooner featedin die 
drawing«room, than, the firft time (he open- 
ed her lips, fhe complained of the heat, 
and her exceflive fatigue, and exprefTecl a 
defire of retiring. The mother, who ap- 
peared to me to ftand much more in need 
of repofe than her daughter, took the hint, 
and the ladies withdrew. The father no 
fooner faw the door of the apartment dofe 

upon 
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up6n them, than, ttimiiig tx> Mn H 
he with gieat familiartty ^ ikid «« I 
you dud not expedt us> and I alfo knew- 
that you had your iioufi {uH of friends; 
but I could not re£[i|e Lydia. She claimed 
my promifcL to bring her hither as foon as 
fee waa welil Poor thing!" continued he, 
*^ /he has fuSdred dreadfully with the tooth • 
ach thef^'la& four. months. Dodlor Simons 
ftid nothing cbiild .relieve her, but ex- 
tradtmg .two. or three teeth.. We thought- 
we never fhould have prevailed upon her 
to fuhmit to the operation: but I fortu- 
nately thought of this expedient in order 
to induce her to a compliance,. aild it hap- 
pily fucceeded; for, had j(h^ not complied, ' 
the confequences would have been very 
furious indeed; the jaw- bone being, as the 
doAor faid, dife^fed from the delay of 
drawing the teeth." Mr, H- — aflured 
him that the^.houfekeeper would find no 
difficulty in accommodating him and the 
ladies, that he trufted to Mrs. Webfter's 
good nature, fhould thofe accommodations 

prove 
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ptovQ lefs convenient than he wiflied them, 
and that h^ hoped mifs Lydia would forget 
her Jate iridilpofition. 

Supper was announced.—" Where i$ 

Mrs. Webfter?" afked Mr. H • "She 

will be here as foon as Ihe can/' was the 
reply: " ^e is never waited for-" Wlien 
we had nearly finilhed, Mrs. Webfter, with 
a hurried wd fatigued air,' entered and 
took her feat at the table'. ^' Lydia is 
jifleep/' faid Ihe with a fignificant air to her 
hufbftnd> who Ivas feated on the oppofite 
fide, and next to me. " Is mifs Webfter 
ill?" demanded L "No," replied the 
father : " but when we are from home, 
my wife never quits the room till ihe is 
afleep :-^Lydia is very fearful." 

After fupper our excurfion for the fol- 
lowing day was finally fettled. The plan 
was to vifit the houfe and gardens of a no- 
bleman fome miles diftant ; but, by crofP- 
ing the country, not very re^mote. A fine 
navigable canal JDined, indeed, the- two 
eftates. The private road was rather trou- 

blefome 
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blefomethan dangerous, in fummef; but 
it was judged better fuited to the patient 
drudges of amufement and bufinefs, than 
to our high-fed and ipirited horfes s and we 
purpofed taking hired horfes in the morn- 
ing, and failing back in the evening; which 
was in fa^ the common mode; a beauti- 
ful pleafure-boat having been conftrufled 

by lord W , and always ready for hi» 

vifitors, or thofe whom curiofity might 
lead to his feat. Thefe preliminaries fettled 
with cheerful accord, we all engaged to be 
in the breakfaft-room at fix the next morn- 
ing, and the neceflary orders were given to 
the fervants. Mr. Webfter exulted in the 
prolpeft of the failing part of the plan, 
being, as he informed us twenty times, 
* immeafurably fond of the water.' We 
were exaft to our time ; the fervants in 
readinefs in the ftables ; the breakfaft in 
the room, and every one in joyous confu- 
fion crowding round the table for his 
hafty ibare: but Mr. Webfter and his 
two ladies had not appeared. 

A fummons 
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A fummons from the Stentorian voic^ 

of Mr. H brought him hurrying into 

• 

the room : 'Lydia was not ready. Would 
we be fo good as to fet out without them ? 
They would follow us.' We obeyed. We 
drove flowly two or three miles : at length 
our tardy friends overtook us. Mifs Lydia 
was weeping bitterly; *She had beert 
frightened.** One of the horfes had, ic 
feems, on firft fetting out, refufed for an 
inftant the collar. '^ Well!'* cried out 
your father, ** but he goes very quietly 
now, my dear young lady : and in this 
narrow road, with our chaife clofe at his 
nofe, he cannot be very mifchievous wero 
he fo dilpofed." She redoubled her la- 
mentations . Mrs. Webfter entreated we 
would take her into our chaife. Your 
father was paflive, and I had compaflion on 
the weaknefs of a mother. Mifs Ly dia was 
placed between us, to our no great amufe- 
menti for flie never opened her mouth 
but to complain, and e^^prefs her terrors ; 
and entirely engaged our 'attention in re- 
7 peating 
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peating our aflurancesa of iafety, where 
there was no danger to apprehend. In 
this unpleafant manner we reached our 
deftined ftage. The people of the neat 
little inn had been prepared to expedt us, 
and all was in perfect order. We entered 
the houfe, and, whilft we took fome flight 
refrefliment, determined to walk to the 
caftle through an avenue of noble elms, 
which reached to within a few yards pf the 
inn. The horfes were ordered to the fta- 
bles, and we prepared for our walk. But 
now a new grievance arofe. The extreme 
heat in the chaife had given jnifs. Lydia a 
kead-ach : ' She could not walk/ One of 
the poftillions was ordered to bring the 
chaife again to the door. His horfes were 
feeding at the manger, and himfelf quietly 
repofing on fome clean ftraw. He obeyed 
however without fliowing any relu6lance> 
but not without reflefting, I fufpeft, on 
that wanton and capricious abufe of power, 
which thofe who have wealth frequently 
exercife over the more indigent. He had 

not 
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not liowever time " given him to carry this 
thought, if it did occur to his fimple un- 
derftanding, quite fo far as it would go, 
and I fcruple not to fupply here what was 
deficient. The want of tendernefe and con- 
fideration towards the poor who ferve us 
by their labour, or qf regard and com- 
miferation for the animal who toUs for our 
eafe, refled:s a difgracewhich neither talents, 
wealth, nor power can cover : for Jerviu 
includes mutual obligation \ and thofe who 
forget or abufe this firft focialcompaft are, 
in the higheft degree, reprehenfible. Thofe 
who ought to ferve, may ftand chargeable 

» 

with floth and negligence; but thofe ferved, 
with the twofold imputation of injuftice and 
cruelty. 

. But to return to my narration. Mils 
Lydia was, with her mother, conveyed to 
the houfe. We now threw our eager and 
delighted eyes the whole kngth of a mag-, 
nificent gallery, adorned with many of the 
chefs-d'ceuvres cff the Italian and Flemilh-. 
fchools : we fepa^ated, for§;ot each other,. 

and 
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and thought no more of mifs Lydia Web- 
fter. In my examination of the piftures, 
chance brought to my recollection the mo-» 
ther and daughter. They were fitting in a 
part of the room which I had ieveral times 
pafled imconfcious of their being near me ; 
but, on perceiving them, I exclaimed in a 
tone of furprife, "What! are you tired!'* 
No,*' replied the mother forrowfuUy: 
but Lydia's Ihoe pinches her foot> and 
file cannot ftand.*' — "Let her take it off," 
laid I, with my eyes fixed on a beautiful 
landfcape; *^ flie will foon forget her Ihoe 
and her foot alfo, by looking at thefe unri- 
Tailed proofs of art and genius." — ^* I know 
nothing about piftures," fullenly muttered 
©ifs Lydia: "I wifh I had not come.*' 
— " Give your mamma, at leaft, an oppor- 
tunity of gratifying her curio/ity," faid I, 
feating myfelf at her fide. " I will remain 
with you; Let us perfuade her to go round 
riie gallery/'—" To fay the truth," an- 
iWered Mrs. Webfter penfively, " I am 

too unwell, my dear madam, to profit by 

your 
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your politenefs. I wiflied much to -have 
been excufed from this jiiunt, being ienfible 
that I was not in health or fpirits to en- 
joy it; but Lydia would not be denied* 
And now/' added Ihe, fighing, "flie has 
np pleafure!*' 

The pale and dejefted countenance of the 
poor lady fully evinced the truth of her 
apology; and with a fhort one for my 
quitting her, I reaflumed my delightful 
re&arches. We returned to a late dinner 
at the inn ; a full moon infured us a fafe and 
plea£&nt navigation* The repaft was fuch 
as might have been expet5ted from people 
that wiihed to content guefts who were 
rc^^y to recompenie them liberally for 
their trouble z it was abundant, plain, and 
neaL Unfortunately there was no bread- 
pudding, Mr. Webfker having unacofuntablj 
£brgotten to order this important article 
&r his daughter. I recomm^Kied fome 
excellent cuftard and bread* Mifs replied, 
' ihe did not love ciiftardji and could not eat 
of any thing. '•^'^ You do juft as I do," 

anfwered 



15 

tafw^red I with carelefs indifference; "fori 
if ffind the provifiori before me does not 
pleafe, I inftantly conclude abftinence ne- 
ceflary : and I am irarely miftaken; the ab- 
fence of one meal generally provides me 
with an appetite for the next/' She colour-^ 
ed with angry fpite ; and the fond mother 
laid/ "Lydia at all times has a very poor 
appetite:" an aflertion that by no means 
agreed with her appearance. 

The elegance of the deflert amply made 
tip for the fimplicity of the dinner. Lord 

W *s gardener, knowing the intimacy 

which fubfifted bietween his mafter and our 
friend, furnifhed the fruit j but there were 
no oranges, and mifs Lydia was. again dif- 
appointed. We now commenced our ram- 
ble through the grounds, leaving the dif- 
contented mifs Lydia, the tight Ihoe, and 
the weak mother in: the lioufe, with a 
plentiflil repaft of bread and butter and 
coffee before them. 

The tefrefhing breeze that Succeeded to 
the fetting fun rendered our walk all that 

we 
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We wiihed) and we forgot in Its pleafures 
the palling hours^ till one of the boatmen 
gave u$ notice that all was in readinefs, 
and that it was time to depart. 

Some of our gentlemen haftened to the 
inn^ which we all had to pafs in our road 
to the fide of the canal, and the reft of the 
party took the fame direftion* 

Mr. Webfter> who, without much dif- 
criminating tafte, in the plealures of the 
day had enjoyed all with perfect good 
humour and cheerfulnefs, now indulged 
the innocent and expefted gratification of 
his particular Ihare of the amufement. His 
hilarity increafed, and he exclaimed in the 
honeft burfts of his joy,. *' What delicious 
weather ! What a charming breeze ! I will 
venture to bet that we Ihall not (hift a fail 
twice the whole courfe, nor want the rope 
jBxcept at the locks." Then, placing my 
arm under his own, with fimple good will 
he added, "My dear Mrs. Palmerftone, 
you will fiiig, will you not ? I have my flute 
in my pockety and with the horns it will 
. VOL. !• c .be 
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be delightful." By this time we joined 
Mrs* and mifs Webfter at the houfe, where 
poor Mr. Webfter was doomed to a grieve 
ous difappointment of his hopes, Miis 
Lydia declared * fhe would not go home 
by water^i^ fiie would fooner d^ than gq 
kitp a boat/ Entreati^> argvmcutSj, all 
were repeatedly tried to no effeft oa th^ 
ftubborn mifs Lydia* Mrs. Webfter ap- 
pe^ired to be unacquainted with this part 
pf her hufl^nd's plao, and with feriwfneft 
reniinded him of his daughter's known re* 
pugnance to the water. I fufpefted that he 
had trufted fomething to our infiUtcnceondiii 
point. Be this as it may^ it is certain that 
her mild expedient would have cafily fet- 
tled the matter* She propofed going in a 
chaife with her daughter, faid that Ihe really 
preferred it; and urged to the blubbering 
girl, the fafety with which fhe wouid travel^ 
attended by their fervant on . horfeback; 
' What ! at that iour, to go without her 
papat* Her terrors increaledi and fheieized 
held of his arm, faying her head was burfting* 
6 Mr. 
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Mr. H— — , with ill^oncealed indigna-i. 
tion^ faid Mr. Mackenzie fhould go with 
the ladies in the chaife. This worthy do^ 
tndHc had been twenty years the confident* 

tial attendant on Mr. H > had married 

die houfekeeper, and enjoyed the poll of 
houfe-fteward. Mift Lydia clung ftill 
clofer to her fathei-, who, afhamed of the 
delay he occafioned^ and probably of his 
daughter;^ declared his intention of feeing 
her home himfelf. We therefore left tho 
^mily party, and repaired to the boat^ 
where we found honeft Mackenzie, in the 
plenitude of his power and glory, giving 
to each of our mttfical band their parts, 
and exulting in the order which he had 
eilablifhedi his French horn in his hand,, 
and waiting wkh eager looks to fee us, 
in order to ferenade us. We now, fear- 
lefs of danger, gave ourfelves up to the 
peril of gliding over the finooth water of 
a canal in the month of July, guided by 
a moon, which yielded in nothing to the 
fource from which; it bonrowed its mild 

radiance i 
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rtdiaricci' ind, with a few regrets at the 
abfence of poor Mr. Webfter and his 
flute excepted, enjoyed all the pleafures 
.of-focial eafe and gratified tafte. — Thus 
finilhed our party of pleafure. 

The following morning Mr. Webfter 
with undiflembled regret fpoke of his dif- 
appointment, and with concern of his : 
wife, fhe being too much indifpofed to 
leave her room. Mifs Lydia, with her 
mother and father, <juitted us in a few days 
after. She probably difcovered of how 
little importance (he was in the houfe, and 
the perfeft indifference with which her 
whims were treated. This, with her father's 
wilh of remaining lohger in a fociety, in 
which, fimply by the effeft of unoffending 
good nature and cheerfulnefs, he had gain- 
ed an intereil, determined the young lady; 
and fhe returned to a home where her au- 
thority was better eftablifhed ; leaving with 
Mr. H a pleafure entirely new to him 
—joy at the departure of a guefl. 
After fupper he mentioned with no little 

afpcrity 
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asperity the folly of his relations, Mr. 
and Mrs. Webfter. He expatiated large- 
ly on the fatal efFefts of indulgence ; and 
pronounced without mercy, that thefe pa- 
rents ftood chargeable with all the errors 
and miferies that would inevitably arife 
from their weak and injudicious conduA 
towards the objeft of their blind idolatry. 
** You do not altogether agree with me, 
Mrs, Palmerftone," added he, looking ftea- 
dily in my face. — *^ Not entirely," anfwer- 
ed I, fmiiing. " I knew it, I knew it," cried 
he, eagerly turning to my hufband. ** Let 
us hear her." — " Mifs Webfter's age," 
faid I, ^'fomewhat leffens with me the 
faults of her parents. She is not deficient 
in common fenfe. She muft have feen> 
and Ihe does fee, the governing principle 
which regulates the aftions and condu^ of 
her parents, as thefe relate to her. No 
weaknefs with which it ftands chargeable 
can change its nature; it is affeftion for 
their child. She fees that to this afieftion 
all their own eafe, tlieir own pleafure, and 

their 
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their own comforts^ are iubordinate. With 
fuch a conviftion> (he wants a heart formed 
to meet kindne& : otherwife^ fuch a con- 
viftion muft have produced love and gra- 
titude. I will allow that her underllanding 
is not^ perhaps, competent to that difcri^ 
mination which a more mature judgment 
would make> as to the views and efie&s 
of her parents* exceillve. fbndnefs. She 
may not perceive that weaknefs which 
ihrinks from the tafk of controlling, con- 
tradiding, and correding, an only and 
darling child. But I am confident that the 
underftanding of a child at twelve years 
old is fully fuificient to fee, and her 
confcience to feel, all the reciprocal obli- 
gations which even miflaken kindnefs en- 
forces on a graceful heart. At five or fix 
years of age I fhould expeft nothing more 
from an indulged and Jpoikd child, as fuch 
are juftly called, but proofs of its unchecked 
will, and capricious fits of good humour. 
But mifs Webfter is not an infant. She 
knows the difference between good and 

evil. 
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fevil« SKe hss been taught a religioi^.wliidi 
|s plain and pofitive as to ail the laws and 
precepts offered to us for our rule and 
guide; and ^ to do good^ and to \\vt 
peaceably with our iellow<-creatures,Ms a 
duty which fbe would admit a& incontro^- 
vertible^ where the queftioti iftood inde^ 
pendent of her own pettifh and i^fiih 
gratifications. I allow^ for who will dif* 
lent ? that <ixoeffive indulgence on the fide 
of the parent is and mult be pernicious to 
the child,' inafmuch as it ftnengthens the 
felfilh propenfities of our nature, and en^ 
genders pride and fhibbomnfsis \ but I think 
there muft be a radical difeafe in that bo^ 
fom in which it extingullhes love and 
^deadens gratitude. No : palatal love, under 
any form^ cannot, I conceive, do this. 

It rarely, I truft, produces that fullen 
peetilhnefs which refufes to enjoy the very 
pleafure it has folicitsjd ; which delights in 
oppofing itfelf to the wifhes of every one 
around j which feems to feed, as I may fay, 
on its ^UUy to diftrefs the fond heart 

weakly 
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Weakly given up to its power. It would 
not, it could not, feel a joy in fpreading 
abroad its difcontents by continually inter- 
ppfing.its fpirit of contradiction and fourr 
nefe, to the annoyance of every one within 
its reach* God forbid! Nor can I judge lb 
meanly of human nature. I am perfuaded 
that this very girl would be fliocked at the 
feprefentation of a mind fo loft to all the 
genuine feelii^s of human nature ^ and ihe 
would with indignation deny her refem*. 
blance to fuch a piftpre of depravity as I 
have juft drawn* But I would next afk this 
girl, what Ihe conceived muft be the condi.- 
tion oi that mind, in advanced life, which 
in youth hmi checked every iympathetic 
afFeftion of nature by the felfifh indulgence 
of a petulant temper. Is Ihe not old enough 
to know that neither riches, nor rank^ nor 
beauty, nor talents, will purchafe the good 
will of her fellow-creatures ? If fhe is igno-. 
rant of this truth, Ihe is indeed to be pitied ; 
but I would convince her in an hour, that, 
weak and corrupt as the world is, it ftiil 

knows 
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knows the price of what is valuable, and will 
never give efteem and pure afFeftion with- 
out receiving an equivalent for them. To 
be happy herfelf, Ihe muft make other$ 
happy. This is the duty impofed on every 
rational and refponfible being; and by 
neglefting it fhe not only incurs the dif- 
approbation of God, but alfo the contempt 
of the world. Left to herfelf^ Ihe would 
loon find that negle6t and indifierence 
would carelefsly meet her cold and froward 
temper ; and it would not furprife me to 
fee fuch a girl, at twenty, mortified into tbft 
conviftion that no one was of confequence 
in fociety, who refuf«d to be ufefiil or ami- 
able. This poor girl has yet to learn the 
pleafures annexed to benevolence. She is 
a ftranger to the fatisfaftion which arifes 
' from felf-denial, when exerted for the com- 
fort or accommodation of others. She has 
ftill to learn, that in a thoufand inftances 
the obliger is the obliged. Let her make 
the experiment, and Ihe will regret the paft; 
but^ Ihould Ihe refufe to give up her 

wayward 
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wayward htimours^ and were I confuked by 
her parents^ or any parents in Mr. and Mrs*. 
Webfter's difficulties, I ihould in the firft 
place ilrenuouQy advife them to fend her 
from the parental roof. But do not fancy 
that it would be to place her in a fchool, 
where her fortune and rank in life would be 
confidered. Accompliihments are here 
quite out of the queftion; thefe are always 
fecondary confiderations with me ; and the 
moft elegant and finifhed ftrudure of this 
kind is of no more value in my eyes than 
a houfe built of cards, if erefted on no 
better foundation than* vanity. We are 
confidering the health of mifs Webfter's 
mind, not the decoration of her perfon: and 
to reftore this to its native vigour I would 
fend her to fuch a family as your worthy cu- 
rate's, who, on an income which barely fup- 
plies food and raiment, contrive by induftry 
and oeconomy to live contented and cheer- 
fully. Let her have no indulgences beyond 
fuch as fatisfy thofe about her, and I will 
venture to predift that (he will foon be con* 

tented 
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tented with her dinner without her favour- 
ke pudding, and able to* put on her clothes ' 
without a flave to affift her. She would 
foon perceive that Ihe was too uifignifi- 
. quit to interrupt the buiinefs or the amuie^ 
ments offuch a family \ and that her inca« 
pacity for ufefulnefs could only be excufed 
by her being good-natured and unoffending. 
But you will Qbjed: to me the impraftica- 
bility of finding amongft the independent 
and the wife any who wotild burthen them- 
fdves with an inmate of mifs Webller's 
jdefcription. , 1 admit the difficulty : for in 
jproportion as they were qualified for the tafk 
would be their repugnance to undertake it. 
But there are country fchools in which, at 
leaft, Ihe might be taught fomething ufe- 
fulj and in which fhe would find a remedy 
for overweening pride and faftidious dis- 
content i in which, without a miracle, Ihe 
might have to encounter children as unac* 
cuflomed to fubmiffion as herfelf. The 
hardeft ftones are fraoodaed by fridion, 

and 
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and a few contefts with beings like herfeff 
would have a wonderful efFeft on the alpe^ 
rities of mifs Webfter's temper." 

" Your remedies are too flow and leni- 
ent, my dear Mrs. Palmerftone/* cried 

Mr. H with eagernefs : ** I would, 

were I this girl's father, cure her in one 
month. I do not fee why a good flogging 
Jhould not be as falutary to a wilful girl as 
to a ftubborn boy. I am no advocate for the 
whip ; but with the wife man I think there 
are cafes when * to fpare the rod is' to fpoil . 
the child/ and by Jupiter I would make 
this girl tremble at the fight of one !"-— 
'' That you might eafily do," replied I 
laughing ; *' for fo you do poor Punto when 
you are angry with him: butl much doubt 
whether your correftive would produce in 
mifs Webfter the fame docility it does in 
your pointer : I rather think it would but 
ftifFen the clay, and inftead of the fruit you 
cxpeft you would only fee cunning and 
mialice fpring up. Confefs, therefore, that 
you are not qualified fora preceptor to mifs 

Lydia ^ 
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Lydia; and ufe your influence widi her 
parents to fend her to a good fchool/* 
I am forry to finifh my letter by adding, 

that my advice and Mr. H 's friendly 

expoftulations with Mr. and Mrs. Webfter 
were ufelefs. No arguments could prevail on 
them to adopt a meafure which their child 
oppofed. Mifs Webfter happily, however, 
lived not to meet thofe mortifications nor 
thofe dangers which I had predided : per- 
petual difcontent and habitual indolence 
undermined her health : as this decHned, 
Ihe became more irritable and peevilh, 
and at feventeen years of age quitted 
a world which ihe was fo totally unfit to 
meet. Her fond mother, whpfe ftrength 
and fpirits ihe had exhaufted, funk into her 
grave two years after the death of her 

ungrateful but lamented child, ^Yours, 

my Eliza, with I truft a better difciplined 
tendernefs, but not lefs afife(ftion, iigns 
the name of 

AfirG£LICA PALMERSTONI, 
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%etm XL 

M.^iA Mortimer. 

OR THE 

FATAL EFFECTS OF CURIOSITY. 



MY DEAR ELIZA^ 

A FEW days fince, a lady well known to 
you was quietly occupied with her daughter 
in their u^al leffons, when the door of the 
drefEng-zroom was fuddenly opened by aa 
old, faithfiili and cherifhed houfekeeper, 
who in great agitation, and with eje$ in* 
flamed by weeping, begged her lady's per* 
miflion to Ipeak to her of an affair of much 
confequence, and which admitted of no 
delay: *'an affair, madam,*" added ihe, 
again burfting into tears, *^ ruinous to me 
and my poor fon, unlefs your goodnefs 
and counfel fave us.'' The lady inftant- 
ly rofe from her feat, took the hand of the 
poor .trernbUng houfekeeper, and, placing 
her by the firefide, aflured her that Ihe had 

nothing 
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nothing to apprehend in any affair in which 
her comfort and fervices could be ufefu! 
and effeftual r then turning to her daughter 
fbe faid, " You will retire, my love, and as.^ 
you go to the mufic-room tell James that 
I am partictilarly engaged, and mufl: not bt* 
interrupted by any one/' The young lady 
flowly and rduftantly withdrew, eyeing the 
houfekeeper with the moft eager curiofity. 

Before the good woman had had time to 
colleft herfelf fufficiently to begin, or to 
preface an affair intimately connefted with 
th§ welfare of her family, the young lady 
again appeared, * She had forgotten to 
aflc her mamma whether Ihe was toprac* 
tife die new leffons for the harp, or to 
play thofe fhe knew on the piano-forte/—* 
The mother with mildnefs, but ferioufnefs, 
iaid Ihe might do both ; for that fhe would 
ring when it was neceffary for her to return; 

In fomething Ufs than iialf an hour -the 
door of the apartment was again opened, 
and on tip-toe advanced the abovemen^ 
cbned reftlels damfel. ^ She begged .ten 

dxoufand 
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thoufand pardons — ftie would not ftay— 
but fhe believed Haydn's concertos were 
in the room — fhe could find them in a 
minute/ She was permitted in filence to 
look for them ; and the fearch was a work 
of time, but fuccefsful at laft. She then re- 
placed every thing in the moft exaff order — 
and, glancing a fide look at her old friend's 
flufhed countenance, once more quitted the 
room. The lady had however by this 
time learned the caufe of her houfekeeper's 
trouble : it was a perplexed and delicate 
bufinefs in itfelf, and required further dif- 
cuflion— which they had hardly begun, when 
the inquifitive fjpy again ftood before 
them . . . / James had fent off Mrs. Beau- 
mont's carriage.. .flie was in.it, and certain- 
ly came with the purpofe of carrying them 
to fee the Exhibition, as fhe had engaged to 
do . ..She had told James he was wrong. ... 
He faid, he had delivered his lady's orders 
...and Mrs. Beaumont had left her compli- 
ments, and would dine with her.' The 
ladyi with fome afperity of manner, faid^ 

' She 
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\SbewMvetyg^ that rflH>«: tffiemiMM 

Ji0d. done Jiis duty . . . wd tiat the.!)!^ |«PP 
fhcgavehim fimilar order3ithey.fli^o*iid(|»;r 
tend to ini^uc^ iEp/V^iN!f tberhoufe a$ well 
^s to thofe mhout.' The youflg il^^ 
abftlh^d, 1^ the.roomj and wh^nil^ f^n 
ftpp«a«ed, rher eyes exhibited ap fkrpijg 
ffli^s of Jforro^ :^ ijbpfe of the pfjpr wo- 
man who had quitted the apartpiet^t. 

rl tm not ^oite cemin whether iny ^ia 
wiU enter xs^o my niotives of tepdemeify 
for intrpducir^ afubjeS: of rep;cehe^0Qa 
in the .in«iiier. whi<?h I have adopted -^ hj^t 
l^affi-e^vinoed fhj^/flieji^s b^i^.fenfi)^ 
^Michod by the di%i^ce,. ihe ^\^ inqurrieFi 
Mftth her mother. But has my , dear ^irl 
paid due jattentipn t;o :the oauTeof this (^A 
grace^ or the motives which led. her into^a 
fbigetfuloefs of her habitu^ circiyGa^ec- 
tion \A know jhe .cannot iiQ|]^ ..on hm* 
und^aQcUngy if && iairly weighs the 
qiK^UoQ* ^andl am fare ibewill e^plpy.QO 
fubterfuge for t];uth. Tou wifb^. l^ Jciaow 

VOL. I. D Mrs. 
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Mrs. Clark's fecret /and this defire not only 
entirely diverted your attention from your 
own concerns, but alfo rendered you an 
impertinent intruder on thofe of others. 

We will, my dear child, now confide f 
the claims this curiofity has to indulgence, 
and the gratifications it has to give in re- 
turn. The motive which ftimulates us to 
pry into the concerns of others, is, with 
fome, the importance they annex to the 
knowledge of thefe affairs. No fooner are 
thciy in {)oneflion of a fecreti thail they be- 
gin to weigh their wifdom, their confe- 
quence, their fuperiority ; they think they 
have the advantage over the perfon whofe 
ifecrets they have difcovered. Some there 
are, i*rho have ftill more unjuftifiable views: 
but thefe I will pafs over, and confider a 
little more particularly the common herd 
of fecret- hunters. Ninety -nine times out 
of a hundred, the' fecrets which are fo 
eagerlyjfought for would neither intereft 
the parties concerned, nor repay the time 
and trouble loft upon them, were it not for 

the 
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the idle fatisfaftion of repeating them, with 
thpfe inferences and comments which felf- 
conceit fuggefts. I call this, my Eliza, an 
idle fatisTadion : but I might have ufed 
harfher language i for we muft know very 
little indeed of the duties of life, if we are 
ignorant that we are anfwerable for all the 
confequences arifing from divulging a fe- 
cret committed to our keeping ;^and what 
ismore, whether the intelligence be obtained 
direftly or indireftly, the obligation on our 
difcretion is the fame — rif we wifh to avoid 
exciting diftruft, hatred, and contempt.... 
The following little narrative will evince 
the truth of this obfervation ^ and will, I 
truft, convince my child that curiofity de- 
mands a greater proportion of wifdom, tjjian 
ordinarily falls to the lot of thofe who are 
moft difpofed to indulge its craving and 
reftlefs fuggeftions : — ^ 

My godmother lived at Briftol ; but ihe 
had a beautiful houfe at Clifton, in which 
(he ufuaily Ipent the fummer months. 
This lady was alfo my mother's aunt; and 

this 
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this double tie, with her* amiable qualltfes, 
produced an intercourfe of the moft aiFec- 
tionate kind between my mother and her- 
felf. We frequently pafled two or three 
months with her at Clifton ; and the taft 
time i enjoyed that pkafure I was neatly df 
your age. In the autumn my rnother en- 
gaged her aunt's promife of ipending foriie 
of the winter months with her in town ; but 
this promife was conditional. I was to be 
the companion of her journey, and an in- 
mate with her until ihe could ieavelBrift'cJl i 
which it was inconvenielit to her to do be- 
-fore the middle of January. This point, 
as moft others, ftie carried eafily with a 
niece who loved her as a child; and I wis 
left, with many injunftions of her not fpoil- 
ing entirely her pet. My godmother, I 
fufpeft, did not very fcriipuloufly obferve 
my mother's orders ; for the Chriftmas 
holidays were pafled in a ftyle of gaiety 
to which I had hitherto been a ftrariger. 
Balls and fuppers fucceeded each other 
in rotatiolij aind my godmother wifely 

thought. 
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thought, th^t a girl \yhp faw not her bed 
beiprQ midmght hajd little inclination ifor 
l^flbns the next morning. I was tlierefore 
P^mi'tted to amufe myfelf as I pleafed. 
V^ithin a few doors of us lived mifs Maria 
]\Iprtimer, a girl of my own age. I con- 
ft^antly rnet her in our evening parties, and 
nqx vivacity and good humour delighted 
me. I frequently carried her with me to 
the place of appointment, ' and the fame 
carriage conveyed us to our refpeftive 
ho3[n^. §he became my ^lorning gueft, 
ajri^ th^ favoufit? of my godmother, * be- 
cayfe |i^.r Angelica liked her, and Ihe was 
good-JRatufe^.* The impreflions of kind- 
hefs and mutual good will are not eafily ef- 
faced from the youthful heart. 

The de^th of |ny godqipther, in the fol- 
lowing year, prevented any further opppr- 
tunity of my feeing mifs Mortimer ; but 
I remembered hef with affeftion, and re- 
gretted the lofs of her acquaintance. Many 
years after, } pet with a lady whom I had 
known whilft at my godniother's ; and I 

availed 
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availed myfelf of the occafion, to make in- 
quiries after my friend Maria. " I fhall pafs 
the day with your mother to-morrow," 
laid ftie, " and I will then give you the 
hiftory of your lively companion : you will 
be forry.to hear of her prefent fituation/* 
{ was, as you, my Eliza, will eafily conceive, 
tormented with my conjectures during the 
intermediate fpace of time. The morrow 
at length arrived, and our gueft began as 
follows :— 

" I believe,*' faid Mrs. Litchford/**^ you 
never faw Mrs. Dormer, the aunt' of your 
young friend. Her clofe confinement to her 
room^ owing to an accident in her youth, by 
which her hip was diflpcated, rendered her 
quitting it extremely painful to her ; and I 
think, at the time you were at Briftol, fhe 
had too many vifitors in Rfer own way to 
be troubled with two lively romps. Maria 
Mortimer was left to this lady's care, whilft 
yet in her cradle. 

" Mrs. Dormer loved her fifter, the laft 
furviv.ing parent of the infant Maria, with 

an 
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an undivided affeftion. She was a fingle 
woman, her fortune confiderable, and her 
natural difpofition excellent: the misfor- 
tunes which had fucceeded her fitter's 
marriage threw the little orphan entirely on 
her protection ; and this circumttance gave 
to her claims additional force in the heart 
of her aunt. I was, at this period, on 
terhis of intimacy with Mrs. Dormer/ and 
the daily witnefs of the tender regard fhe 
had for her niece. At that time her -love 
of fociety counteracted the inconveniences 
of changing her place, and fhe frequently 
vifited in her particular circle; but a 
rheumatic fever, adding to her foxiper 
lamenefs, rendered this indulgence too 
painful, and Ihe was contented to enjoy 
health and eafe in her bedr-xhamber. I 
had hoped, that, in her vigilant cares for 
the infant, my good friend would have 
found a check for a weaknefs which tonfi- 
derably diminilhed her refpedlability, and 
took from her under ft anding its genuine 
worth: but in proportion as her bodiljr 

activity 
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awvitybecairte impecfed, thatf df ha^ mirii 
fte^ned ta increafe, and her love of 'ti^«- 
titih to acquire more aAd more powei* ove?f* 
Kerg6odlenfe. Her temper naturally ch6ei*- 
foJ, and h6r Ipirits unbroken, it frequently 
i^peared to me that fhe thought of hefpar- 
ficular infirmity only as an evil which oppo- 
ftd h^rrefearthes zfiernews ; nor cohfidered 
her feclufion from the world as a further 
misfortune, than as it prevented her from 
fusing all that was doing in it. My talents 
in this way by ho means equalled my regard 
for my old friend, artd I foon difcovered 
that 1 might, without offence, employ thofe 
1 had, in my little circle of domeftic cares ; 
for Mrs. t)ormer was happily fupplied 
n^ith friends much better qualified than 
myfelf for the office of public iiitelligehcers, 
I'hfe favours, and the welcome, thefe re-: 
tfeived, perhaps ftimulated their zeal, and 
il5[uickened their invention ; for it is certain 
that Mrs. Dormer knew of events before 
they happened, and was minutely inforifted 
j&f many that never happened at all. . But 

no 
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no hutMn idkxty b pennaaeiit. My^ poor 
friend ctilcoViered this trudi a& pabfuUy a$. 
tiioie who meet it in much weightier con^ 
earns. It fell out^ from time to time, that 
her faithful goflips were allured from her hj 
other news-mongers: fomettmes their glean- 
ings were too (canty, and at others toa 
important^ to be exhibited in Mrs. Dor- 
mer's bed*room. In the iirft inftance^ 
petty quarrels and littk jealoufies fome- 
times produced difienfions^ and Mrs. Dor-- 
mer was left to folitude. Thefe accidental 
privations of her accnftomed gratifications 
were heavily and impatiently fuilained by 
the old lady. Placed in her eafy-chair, by 
the window, Ihe pafled the hours in fretful 
conjei^ures. Her next dotor neighbour 

gave a dinner She faw the guefts,.,.but 

what could the entertainer give them ? The 
leafon for fowls was over — their cook could 
not fry a fole — ^and the miftrefs of the houfe 
was a mere dawdle, who knew nothing. — 
The poftman left a letter .at the oppofite 
houfe...Who could it be for?.. ..She had fre- 

quendy 
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quently obferved the chamber-maid offi- 

cioufly receive letters at Mrs. P — 's She 

doubted not but the hufley wasinfomefecret 
with the young lady. . . Not a bundle, or a 
band-box, could efcape the vigilant eyes of 
Mrs. Margery Dormer. To find out what 
thefe contained exceeded her power.... But I 
do affure you that flie has frequently dif- 
patched a fervant to follow the perfon who 
carried them, to the houfe they were de-r 
ftinedfor; and if the bearers could, on any 
pretence, be brought before her, they 
were queftioned, and difmiffed with fome 
little order to. their employer. 

" You will not be furprifed that the natu- 
ral curiofity of a lively and acute child 
Ihould net remain inaftive in the hands* of 
Mrs. Dormer. Maria lifped the nu'rfery* 
news to her aunt j and, in proportion as (he 
underftood the value of her communications, 
became a fpy in every comer of the houfe. 
It fo happened that fome intelligence Ihe 
had carried to her aunt affefted the interefts 

of the houfekeeper, whofe influence jras 

not 
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not to be controlled with impunity i and 
Maria was fent to a good day-fchool in the 
neighbourhodd, as fomething more in Mrs, 
Houfekeeper's favour, than her being al- 
ways in the way — but far Ihort of her 
wiflies to fee her removed to a diftance. 
The indulgent aunt would not part with her, 
and, to content her gouvernante, ordered 
a parlour for the particular play- room of 
Maria, and left to the houfekeeper the care 
of confining her to that apartment when 
not with her : this regulation produced 
others, and Maria found that flie had now 
the liberty of entertaining her own company. 
Soon after you knew her Ihe became very 
fond of mifs Baxter, a girl nearly of her 
own age, and not only her fchool-fellow 
but near neighbour. This child was the 
daughter of a very refpeftable merchant; 
her mother, one of the moft eftimable wo- 
men in Briftol ; and fuch was the conduft 
of the family, that it had impofed reftraint 
even on Mrs. Dormer's coterie; for 
domeftic harmony, a judicious ceconomy, 

and 
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and elegaat eafe, met wexy. inquiry zp^ 
cl?ieckjed every ammadverClQn. 

*^ Eway 'WaAthe onjjr daughter ina^ftjT, 
mily confifting of fix childreai and thefonci 
mother, plejUe4 with the companion of he^ 
child's ehoice^ fe^Uitated an intercourfe fh,9 
conceived uieful to both the girls. Marifi 
one afcernoGOi expe<fled her friend^ an4 
with miKrh in^patience 6>und flie had great- 
ly exceeded the ufual hoyr pf s^ppointn^^jnt* 
On Fanny *i5 entering the little parlour M^^ 
ri?t h^ily approached to chide her delay : 
hut joy and Iqndnpfs . niingling with thil 
repropf, fhe eagerly drew pigh her to un- 
tie he^. bqi^i^t, which the w^i;er W|i3 lan- 
guidly and flowly attempting to dq. She 
was ftruck by the appearapce of a face 
fwelled with weeping, and by an air of 
fadnefs, which in ai> ii>ft:ant reprefled her 
own viv^ity ; but pity and fympathy foon 
yielded to curiofity, and foothi^g kind- 
oefe to qufijlms^ ' H^ ihe difofaliged her 

« 

mamma ?».»H^d ihe loft of broken ^ny 
thing ? ♦ . . IJad her brother jind (he qua;* 

relied ? 
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^i^lled? • . .Wiistibt'hernidthtei: rdtherhirlh? 
ttad her papa'^been ahgfy^ithlier?.. .She 
thought he Appeared to be vety -feverc,' 
Poof Fanny, whofe tears had'ftoWfed unre- 
ftrairied and in filence, was now roufed to 
reply, ^^Her mother harlh and unkind ? • . - 
tier papa pafliohate and fevere ? . • .Her 
mamma Was all goodnefs j and as to her 
father, fhe li^d never feen him in apadttion 
l3vtt-mc^ Hln iiier life/ ^etears of Fiiiny 
Tiad giv^'filace ^to the gltw of dflfendfed 
IdVe, anH'ihe loofced Vith refeiitmcnt on 
'Maria; tirho, heedlefs df the' fentiittents 
whith Ihe had produted, i;vith cag^ne& 
puribed her interrogations. * She'wasj/^rtf 
Mr. ^ixter was fo good-htimoiiied.*vbut 
how did irhappen that he was angry? and 
"when was this? a:nd.how was this?* fol- 
lowed, VithMatia*siufu^l vivacity, *Some 
time ago,' anfwered the iinfilfpfeftirig Fan- 
ny : *it was when my mamma wasfo dread- 
fblly* ill.*— 'Well,' faid Maria, * that is 
very Arrange ! "was he not forry, then ?*— 
' Dear *me ! to be fure he was -/ anfwered 

with 
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with fimplicity the amiable girl : * it was 
his grief which put him into a paffion j for 
he thought my mamma was dying.' — 'Well, 
how was it ?' afked Maria. — 'Why,' re- 
plied Fanny, ' my papa was abfent ; and 
my brother perfuaded mamma to let hiin 
ride the new pony which had been bought 
for him. We all went to fpend the day with 

Mrs. N , a little way beyond Clifton, 

and went in the coach: but George bj£ged 
fb hard to go on his pony that my im^mma 
confented,and the footman aflured ner that 
a child of four years old could govern him. 
On returning home, all in a moment, w^ ,- 
perceivedthe pony galloping by the coach , 
window without a rider. I Ihall never for- 
get my mother : fhe funk back in the 
coach, and I thought her quite dead. 
George had been thrown from the horfe ; 
and his face was covered with blood when 
the fervants brought hi^^o the coach. 
My mother juft theiv ope^fher eyes. She 
fighed deeply, and fell into another fit. 

Mrs, P fortunately returned to Briftol 

with 



\ 



with us. I think I IhouU have died with 
terror had five not been with us* She de- 
fired the coachman to make hafte home> 
and my poor mamma was carried up llairs^ 
and put to bed i but.ih^ was fo ill that 
Mrs. P-i — - fent off a fervant to fetch my 
papa> and the whole family was in/ad trou« 
hie. The next morning Mrs. P- — -• had 
us all into the breakfait^room : ihe had 
been up the whole night with mamma. 
She was very kind to us, and comforted 
poor George^ whole face was fadly cut, 
and told me I Ihould fee my mother, who 
was out of danger. After we had breakfaft- 

ed Mrs. P led me into my mother's 

room $ and told her, fmiling, ' that fhc had 
brought a poor little weeping girl to fee 
her, who would ftay with her till Ihe went 
home to change her linen.' Mydearmani- 
ma did not fpeak^ but killed me fo kindly 
that I could not bear it ; and I went to the 
other fide of the bed. In this moment my 
papa came into the room in his boots, and 
his hair all in diforder with the rain, and 

the 
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Ae Imrry -of riding all -the night almoft. 

My mamma fpoke fo'&intly that I coidd not 

bear what (he faid: butlwiis quite terrSied 

to hear my papa fey Wtthmucb^if^erj * Tte 

curfed Uxickhead !' andithen> ^ Lwill.nevw 

fytpyfe the ralbal !' 4uid then, ^ Heihifll 

gonhis viisry hour !*-~I crept toxke cvft|UQ, 

land^ heard myimotfaer's Sweet voice : Bae 

&id^ ^ Indeed k was di her &ult . •> the 

.{xsor-ftjloii^ will.breakhis he3rt\.^4eiid flie 

wept. My papa^s anger was quite /gonej 

andiie now comforted har> and&id>a thou- 

-iand t«der words to her: but he told-her 

that he could not yet pardon John, for he 

'kneWj although ihe did aotj that the pony 

had thrown mybfwhera month before, 

4md th^^ he had dien received' poiitive of* 

ders, not to permit George to, mount. ium 

till he had been better br^keji in. >Sothank 

vGod my mamma got well ; and my^good 

papa forgave J©hn> and iivy brother—— 

But now/ fakl ihe fighb^, ' we are ^dl 

unhappy ' again/ 

^^ The artleis account Fanny- had been 

S ' induced 
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induced to give, from her wifh to jufti- 
fy her father, by no means appealed the 
cravings of Maria's curiofity ; fomething 
yet remained untold . . . and Ihe now tried 
to fubdue the inftinftive prudence of Fan-- 
ny, by attacking her heart. * Friends lik^ 
themfelves ought to have no fecrets un- 
fliared....She, that loved her fo dearly; 
might fofely be trufted...She might depend 
on her not fpeaking of any thing Ihe told 
her; for that was odious !* — *I have no- 
thing to tdl you,* faid the weeping girl : 
* I cannot find out what is the reafon my 
mamma is fo uneafy, and that it is which 
makes me unhappy. We met as ufual 
this morning at breakifaft, for my dear papa 
fays he is n^evcr at home unlets his children 
arc around him. We were all as gay as 
larks, when a letter was? delivered to my 
father: the man who brought it was called 
an exprefs^ and had travelled the whole 
night. My father, on reading it, turned 
as pale as afhcs, and his hand trembled j 
he funk back on the fbfa; and my mamma, 
VOL. I. B terrified. 
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terrifiedj bade m leave the room^ for that 
our father was ill. ' Send Mr. Jackfon 
hither/ added flie to mej * and do you re- 
main in the hall^ Fanny^ and take care that 
no one enters. Your father may flcep.*-— 
I obeyed. And ihortly after^ my papa 
and our head clerk fet ofF in a poft-chaife 
and four; and Mr. Jackfon faid^ as ha 
paffed the hall> ^ he was going to London.' 
I now crept up flairs to my mamma. I 
heard her fhut her chamber*door haftily^ 
but^ on approaching it^ found it a*jar; the 
bolt had not flipped. I, believe my mam- 
ma did not hear me enter, for fhe was. 
flretched on the bed, and fobbing. Sha 
groaned, and faid, * My dear children 1 
what will become of my children I' I ap- 
proached the bed, and fhe ftarted with fur- 
prife. ' Is it you, my Fanny V faid fhe. 
•Leave me, my love j your father's hafly 
journey has been too much for me. I will 
try to compofemy fpirits: take care^hatno 
one comes into my room.' I retired, and 
watched at the door till I heard my mo- 

ther's 
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fher's fteps in the room j and I tapped. 
She opened the dodr^ and I was aftonilhed 
to fee her drefTed as ufual for dinner ; the 
time for which was nigh. She fpoke to 
me with cheerfulnefs i but I faw fhe was 
yet very uneafy. She fat at table with us, 
but did not eat a morfel ; and faid^ * nothing 
but a cup of coffee would relieve her head- 
ach/ I would have fiaid with her; but fhe 
faid, ' No, no, 1 am better by myfelf ^ you 
mufl go : on no account would I have you 
difappoint Maria:* and the tears, which fell 
from her eyes, almofl fuffocated her . . . 
She tried to fmile, and faid, ' I am quite a 
child to-day. . * this nervous complaint mufl 
be humoured. But fhe did not deceive me 
— I am fure fhe is fretting about my dear 
papa, and I am quite miferable.' 

" ?oor Fanny's fpirits bore teftimony to 
the finoerity of her heart : the vifit finifhed 
without amufement^ and fhe returned home 
dejefted. No fooner was fhe departed 
. than Maria carried this inexplicable tale t6 
her aunt*s apartment. She was enjoying 

a pool 
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^ pool at quadrille with a'party of her moil 
coiifidjential friends^ and, when Maria en-^ 
tared, had aftually taken in with her cards 
the three matadores, and ^ I play alone ' 
hung on her lipfs. From habit, rather than 
expeftation, fhe fufpended her purpofe, 
in order to alk Maria, whether Ihe had 
heard stny mws. Thus invited, Maria de- 
tailed the converfation of the afternoon j 
and, curious in her turn, liftened to the in- 
ferences and comments it would draw, for 
her own better information. Mrs. Dor- 
mer and her friends liftened with an inte- 
reft which banifhed quadrille from their 
thoughts. Maria now heard half-conceal* 
ed doubts of Mr. Baxter's circumftancci 
pafllng round the table-*..* Four female fer- 
vants, and two men fervants, with a car- 
riage, were not kept for nothing'-./ Mrs. 
Baxter was a very eafy miftrefs '....' It was 
a pity ihe had not remembered a little bet- 
ter the fortune ihe brought her huiband '... 
.< Two or three thoufand pounds was no 
great nMtteri and Jittle ajdequate to the ex^ 

K ' ' penfe 
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penfe of fuch a {arnHy \../ Mr. Baxter^ 
it was iaid, was rich when he married ; 
but who could tell what the fertuoc of a 
commercial man was?*.. And his marrying a 
.woman ^or lore, was no proof of iiis being 
above the want of a fortr»e> akhough k 
was a pretty ftrong one of his being abov^ 
prudential confiderations *.../ Thdy coni* 
feflbd they were' not £urprifed \*..*They 
had long e2q>e^ed fomething to tranipire 
from thai: quarter/ Marta> who entered 
Jlittle intx) tiiefe obfervationB, or refleft^ai ah 
the want of difcretion which bad occafiotHed 
jthem, now recalled h^ aunt*s attention fo 
her cards ; for Maria was a toj^rable ac%>t 
at tlie card-table. The old lady, therefore, 
finifhed the pool by the triumph of her 
matadore game i and the party feparated* 
Before the following day had clofed, * Mr# 
Baxter was a ruined man . . . had efcaped 
from his creditors> and gone off to Hol- 
land.' A perfon who. had a large funi of 
money in Mr. Baxter^s hands was inftantly 
^larmed by this whifpered but widely cir- 
culating 
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•cuUtihg rep6rt$ and, confultihgmore his 
own fecurity than the truth of .the rumour, 
took fuch meafures as the laws of this coun^ 
try have provided for fuch cafes. Thefe 
neceffary fteps brought him before Mrs. 
Baxter ; and the fufpicions which alone ren- 
dered them nece0ary) were inhymanly and 
J^luntly avowed to the unhappy woman. 
Terrified by this, as Ihe conceived, irre* 
coverable Ihock on the credit of her huC- 
band, and knowing the vexatious circum-^ 
ftance that had hurried him to London, 
Jicr alarmed fpirits feized as inevitable all 
the dreadful confequences of his ruin td 
herfelf and her children. ' She was inftantly 
attacked by fainting fits, to which for fome 
time Ihe had been fubjeft ; but they now 
were fucceeded by ftrohg convulfions, 
which in twelve hours terminated in her 
death. 

*^ Mr. Bajtter in the mean time was ex- 
periencing in London the fweet fruits of a 
life eminently diftinguifhed by undeviating 
integrity and induftry. Not only friends, 
6 with 
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with whom time and mutual fefvilc^s had 
connefted him, came forward to his aid 
widi an alacrity which was as honourable 
to themfelves as it was ufeful to him. but 
thoie who krn^ little more of him than his 
reputation for talents and prudence enter- 
ed with zeal into meafures which the exi* 
gency of his affairs required. This arofe 
from the capture of a very rich Ihip, iA 
which Mr. Baxter was very deeply coh* 
cerned. He had trufted to the ratificat^A 
of peace^ which had been figncd by the 
powers in Europe, reaching the diftant 
port at which the ftfip took in its valuable 
cargo, before it was ready to fail ; but it un- 
fortunately happened that the difpatch was 
beyond his calculations, and the veffel be^ 
came the prize of the enemy— at a moment 
however which rendered "it an equivocal 
capture. His commercial friends unani^ 
moufly determined to fupport him in trying 
to eftablilh the illegality of the prize, atid, 
during the detention of the fhip, to affift 
him with dieir, credit. Re-aiTured by this 

fupport. 
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fufiport, %nd facisfied th^t'th^ Uow wai not 
fo heftVy as in. the drUt moiReot of Airprife 
bei had apprehended^ be wrotie a letter of 
cctfnfort to his belovod wife -, cor^ured her 
to.be cheerfiib iffured her that tvery ciovd 
^as diflipatedj and th^t in the couric of a 
f^w. more days he hoped to he happy in the 
bo&m of his faniily< With this letter he 
difp^tirhed Mr^ Jackfon> his clerks referring 
Jn^r to him for^vcry other detail. . POcrmanj 
the objeft of his firft and li^ care ftood 
2n;ieed of no e?LrthIy confolation ; all that 
remjiined of the dutie? of love and of re- 
4pe«% wa^j to Con&gn her mortal frame to 
its p4nent earth; the fpirit which had ani- 
mated .it was renamed to its Maker, and 
enjoying, tb^. recompenfe of a weU-ipent 
life. 

" Mr. Jackfon, who had known Mrs. 
Baxoer from her childhood^ in performing 
:^ laft duties to her remaiisis, paid that tri^, 
butse of grief at her grave which her ' 
wretched hufband was the viftim of in town. \ 
Harafled by his late bufineis^ and fatigued 

by 
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'by continual hurryj the fhockiilg intdli- 
gence of Mrs. Baxter's death, though con*- 
municated to him with every caution that 
friendfhip could fuggeft, totally fubdued 
Jiim- A vicdent fever followed, during 
which his life wa$ for fonie days defpaired 
x>f. When this alarm had paficd, Mr. Bax- 
ter found that he had nothing in Briftol to* 
-ihtei-eft Jiis mind. but his children. Thefe 
he. knew had been under my care and roof 
from riie firft faddcning hour : and • I have 
jeafon to hope that he was affured of their 
comforts. He now, therefore, iiftened to an 
oflFer urgently pteffed on him by his Londofi 
friends : namely, remaining there as part- 
ner in a branch of commerce at once foiid 
and lucrative. Mindful of every engage^ 
ment of honour and generofity, Mr. Bax- 
ter connected his faithful friend Mr. Jack* 
ion with himfelf in the bufinefs carried oa 
at Briftol; and this gentleman fucceeded to 
his place in the houfe, and to thofe con- 
cerns in which he had for fo many years 
ai&fted 

"Mr^ 
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" Mr. Litchford had happily convinced 
die timid and ungenerous creditor, that he 
had no foundation for his alarms ; and the 
. man, ftruck by the effefts which his haftjr 
proceedings had occadoned, mentioned, 
with exprefliofls of forrow, the quarter 
from whence the communication of Mr, 
• Baxter^s infolvency had come to his ears, . 
This was, without a doubt, from the bed- 
cfaarntbcr of Mrs. pormer ; and it called 
upon us for fuch inquiries as naturally 
-jiiggefted thcmfelves on fuch an occafion, 
^ JVErs. Baxter, a fitter of my poor friend, 
^ had, on the firft alarm, joined the unhappy 
^ ^iiiily : (he was alfo with me ; ♦nd Fanny 
was pfefent when my hulband related to ik 
the particulars which I have mentioned re- 
lative to the fatal rumour which had prevail- 
ed. The dear girl turned as pale as death; 
and,grafping my hand, faid, 'Surely.., 
but it cannot be ... it is impc^ble l* It is 
fufiicient to fay that her artleft confeffion 
followed, and which the events I have de- 
tailed have given you. Mrs. F. Baxter, 

exceedingly 



59 

. ^ceedingly (hocked by this repfefentation, 
fpoke of it, in all the bittemefs of her for- 
row, to every fympathizing friend who ap- 
proached her ; and it became the general 
opinion, that a girl of twelve or thirteen 
years of age could not be ignorant of the 
^ulpabiUty of that incitemM which induced 
her to betray a confidence (he had {o power- 
fully folicited, and fo pofitively engaged to 

. preferve. No one was difpofed to think 
her youth any excufe for her fault, nor a 
plea of exemption from difgrace. The 
coterie of Mrs. Dormer had no i-efpefta- 
bility to lofe ; but my old friend perceived 
that from that hour flie had ^bfvived her 
own . . . She was neglefted, and her name 
became proverbial ; every idle ftory was 
called * a Mrs, Margery Dormer ;* and 
the few who ftill paid their court to her 
nice fuppers and card-purfe went under 
the appellation of Mrs. Dormer's runners. 
As few were ambitious of this title, Ihe in- 
lenfibly became the prey of the needy and 
fervile \ and fhe is at this hour furroundcd 

by 
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by a few mterefted and ignorant people^ 
who, whilft they pillage her, flatter and 
ruin poor Maria. 

"Mrs. Dormer is upwards of, fevcnty: 
her good humour^ 1 am told, h^ givea 
place, as her infirmities have increafed, to 
(the pe^vifhnefs q£ an old age unfupported 
by better principles than thofe whidi Mrs. 
Dormer has encouraged. Maria is clofely 
confined tj^her aiint's room; and, wh^n feen, 
it is in company little to her advantage, 
and Imuch fear for h^r future fitii^tion." 
^ Mrs. Litchford paufed. . ** Yow tave,*^' 
laid I, " powerfully excited my fe^ing^ for 
^c ^mily cf Mr. Baxter andhim&lfi Wii) 
l?ox2 indulge me by laying what is their 
preciiie fituo^tison aow, and in what manner 
the; Ioi& of fuch a mother has been fup- 
plied to them all — but particularly to poor 
Fanny?" — '^ With pleafure," returned 
Mrs.Iitchfbrd i, " forj^ except im one point, 
theii^ proipefts are fmilin^ I am now 
Mr. Baxter's gueil, and have been $b an* 
Bi^Dy ever fmce he left BriiloL Mr* 

Baxter 
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Baxter is no^^ a very rich man, in the gene- 
ral fenfe of the word; and, what is of much 
more importance) rich in the eileem andi 
I may fcy, veneration of thofe vifho know 
him. But forry am f to add, that neither 
the extenfive ufefulnefs of his life; nor the 
fuccefs with which it has pleafcd Heaven 
to crown his prudence, have been able 
to erafe from His memory his former 
happinefs : and from poflefling the moft 
cheerful and equal temper of mind tiAt 
ever bbfled man, he is now become habi^* 
tually melandioly and referved. The en-^ 
joyments of his family and friends are 
clouded by his penfive fadnefs, but never 
broken in upon by his caprice. He ap- 
pears to value his exiftence only as it is 
ufeful to his children and his fellow- crea- 
tures. But whilft he anxioufly contributes .^ 
CO the comfort of all who approach him, 
he infli&s the pang arifing from their con- 
riStion that he wants happinefs himfelf. 

** His family have been wifely and pru- 
' liently governed by my friend, Mrs. F. 

Baxter; 
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Baxter; tad Fanny is a lovely and amia-' 
ble young woman. I had> a few day6 fince, 
a painful: proof of the ftate and tenfper 
of Mr. Baxter's mind. A flight cold pre* 
vented my going with the young people, 
my hufband, and Mrs. F. Baxter> to fee a 
royal review in the park. My friend Mr* 
Baxter was^ like myfelf, flight! y indifpofed. 
We remained in the library, where the 
colle<5ted family had breakfafted. I pro- 
duced my work-bag> and> in jeft^told him 
we fliould be good company ; for thati had 
a cough always ready to anfwer his : ' and 
when we are tired of this harmony >* added 
.1, ^ you fliall read to me/ I thought he 
few my purpofe with kindnefs ; and I ex- 
erted my powers of amufement. I fuc- 
ceeded; he appeared eafy and cheerfuL 
Something led me to mention his daughter^ 
and yielding to the tender, and perhaps 
partial, love I bear her, I enlarged upon 
her good qualities, her imprqv^ent, her 
temper, and her conduft • . . Cafting up my 
eyes from my work, in order to meet ati 

acquiefcent 
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acquiefcent finile^ to my corifofion I faw my 
friend (landing pppofite a full length pic^ 
ture of his wife, which filled a pannel in 
the room. I was ftruck dumb, and regret- 
ted my foUy . . . Afcer a painful filence, to 
me, he feemed at once to take up die 
fubjeft which I had fo inadvertently ftart- 
ed, * Yeif,' faid he mournfully: * yes, 
blefied be Go|d ! fhe is worthy of the faint 
who gave her .... Yoii knew, you loved,' 
continued* he, pointing to the beautiful re^ 
prefentation of his wife, ^ this viilim of 

the hcedlefs communication of infants 

this unoffending and innocent objed of 
malignancy and imbecility , « « . this facri- 
fice to fufpicion and bafe ingratitude .... 
You knew her .... Then do not wonder 
that time has no foothing influence /^r f9u/ 

He covered his face, and burft ii^to tears. 
I anfwered him with mine i to which vexa- 
tion for my fault gave bitternefs. At^ 
length I hazarded thofe arguments which 
religion and reafon enforce as the moft. 
confolatory -, and, with all the warmth of 

affeftidn. 
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affection, urged to him refignadon to the 
divine^ willj and his conftant endeavours 
for a patient fubmiilion to the means ap- 
pointed to produce the trial of hii faith 
and truil in the Supreme Being. 

*' He railed his drooping head, and, look- 
ing at me with anguifli, faid, * There again 
do you roufe m/ filent forrow ! I cannot 
fi)rgive the monfter who hurried to a pre* 
mature grave the folace, the prop of my 
4ife; for, what has been my ^xiftence with- 
out her ? . . ..This wretch was well acquaint- 
ed with the ' circumftances of ipy fortune* 
He knew I was an honeft man* I had ferved- 
him in a more perilous exigence of his 
credit than the one I was under ; and had 
he been a man, he would have been amongft 
the firft of my friends to have vindicated 
my honoiu*, and defended my wife from the 
babbling of fools, and the fears of her own 
too apprehenlive and too -tender nature* 

*^He wrung his hands in fpeechlefs ago- 
ny, and then proceeded : * Had this awful 
dHpenfation of Providence met me in its 

ordinary 
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ordinary manner, I think I could with manly 
fortitude, and chriftian patience, have fuf* 
tained it . . . But Co be thus feparated ! • • .Mj 
very faith is ihaken by my forrpws 1 . . • and I 
have guilt, as well as grief, to fubdue me/ 
—He funk into gloomy filence . . . and left 
me penfively to refleA on having Co incau<- 
tioufly awakened his acute feelings* I havie^ 
my dear mifs Woodley," continued the ami- 
able Mrs, Litchford, *^ now to apologize 
lor the tears I have called from your eyes..^ 
but I need no apology : they are the juft 
tribute of humanity to a man thus ibrrow-^ 
ing, and wbofe excellent life has been fhaded 
by the idle curiofity of a child." 
• I ftvall finilb this letter by telling my 
Eliza, that in the following year I again 
faw Mrs. Litchford at Mr. Baxter's, in 
whofe family I was become an intimate. 
She informed me of the death of Mrs, Dor- 
mer, and vj the marriage of Maria. Her 
hufbind was captain of an American Ihip, 
and fhe left this country with him. Mifi 
Baxter foon after married alfo; and oii'^ 
VOL. I. F that 



.66 

that event the family retired to a ndfcle 
eftate near Durham^ and in the vicinity of 
that on which refided the young couple • . • 
Mr. Baxter, as a grandfather, appeared 
happy. And Mrs. Litchford informed me, 
fome years after thefe events had taken 
place, that, furrounded by his afFeftionate 
children,, and engaged by a rifing family^ 
he was once more the joy of his friends, 
and ftiU the father and the friend of the 
unfortunate. Heaven grant diat my £liza> 
as far as her confined circle can extend, 
may at his age have added a firnilar title 
to* the name fhe has derived from hex 
mother, 

ANGELICA PALMERSTONe! 
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%jmt III. 

THE INFLUENCE OF BAD EXAMPLE, 

. OR THE 

HISTORY OF MISS SABLE. 



MY DBAR BLIZAj 

• 

You will not, I truftj fufped me of wifli- 
ing to cenfure without folid and fufficient 
groiinds. . lam, perhaps, more gratified by 
your progrefs in that which is good aiid 
laudable than you are yourfelf, from.be^ 
tng more capable of appr|^iating the ad- 
vantages which will refutt to you in a fu- 
ture day from the* improvement of the 
prefent hour. But youth and inexperience 
fubjeftyou to error i and (rotti that it is my 
duty imd my ardent wilh to fave you. 
The inllant th^t you regard my admoni'* 
tions in any other point of view than . as 
0iendly caudons intended to fecure your 
happinefsj you defeat t^e ialutary purpofe 
of my itfieftiQnjEte cate i iiay, you do more, 

you 
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you convert a real xtadcfltatial good into the 
pernicious means of foftering m your heart 
difcontent, and ingratitude to your beft and 
trueft friend. You will infenfibly become 
obftinate,and thofe indiscretions which now 
only demand your ^*^tn^^^" in order to cor^- 
reft them will become incorrigible. 

Young people are naturally unfofpefting 
tnd creduj^tis^ fubjeK^ to flidden iinpul:fe& ^ 
and amon^ the dangers to which youtix 
mid ifinooence are expofed^ I fear we muft 
place ibftie to the^ account of thefe com- 
mcb tmits of ingcsiuous ^ind imcornipted 
natuML It is a pviftful leflbn (or the chjjd 
ef fmifdicicy t6 leam> thit there k in the 
w«orld )fuidi a thing as* guile.. Tnidi and 
tttiefs temfidienee ftjtO: with dildain the 
i^ of ^eaeit and iraaehery: they lode 
wichin th^ir -own pum aftK)4e» and they 
pwfiounce ifl wit&out to be fair and good* . 
'- Y«i pat&d thifee Aiys in the fociety of 
mi^ Charlotte Standfei4> und you averted 
diat (hQ was one of the moft amiable and 
b^4i%ofed girls in the tvMi^ world. She 

was 
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wi» aU perfeiftion i and you f^^i^iD^ jow-* 
felfon the pleafure and manifold. advaAta§|^ 
fou jbould derive from h^ bgmg your wai^ 
neighbour i iwl you [ cogcluded by %igsi 
'^ Surely^ mammal tbe.frieHdi];^ip.pffuc4^.f| 
youtig perfon as mi(^ S^9Dd£ofd is_ijieftimAn 
blo^'^ If J mifl»toe n^ti.oae litjtki month only 
haa eHyfed lince the dace of ycfur left^r^i 
which cont^e^ this eulogy on m^s Cbs|r-i 
ktce Standford* 

. Ti^ ialt tiove ihe was with US| I became 
jlcqid^nc^Uy accjuainted with the motives 
which led you to pronoiince, wichoiit any 
qualifieationa whafieveir^ mtf$ Standford ^^ 
^ff€fy mcked girh* I hafi^iened to be 19 the 
fiimmer-houfe when you anfi your dior 

ft 

frUnd pafled under die ^indowi which was 
open. She W4s. expe&ing hor aunt every 
tnftantf who Wte, aa you k4i0Wt %9 call (ov, 
h^ in her way to Mrs- Br-^— %, w|iere they 
ftill remain^ You lldp|>ed exadly unda- 
the window to. compoie a l;>ouquet for your 
favourite, wd lamented \n ve^y lively Ijerms 
youi; a|^rpaicl>^g . ieparation; . t^Ohl d^ 
- , . not 
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not let it vex yoo/' cried your fprightly 
companion: ^' in the holidays my aunt wUl 
have you at the Lodge : (he fays that (he will 
take no denial from Mrs. Palmerftone : we 
fliall then have a whole month's enjoyment, 
and nothing to do^ or to think of, but plea^ 
fure." You laughed, and feid, «* A week's 
fuch holidays would tire me to death ; for 
I have been fo accuftomed to fill up my 
time, that idlenefs feems to me the dulleft 
thing in the world/' — *^ What!" aiked 
Charlotte with vivacity, **do you never 
find a holiday pleafant ?'*—*< Oh yes," an«* 
fwered you with naivete, *' when I earn 
one by my diligence; for then I pafs more 
hours with my mother and grandfather in 
die evening."—*' Well/* faid your giddy 
fnend, *' it is amazing to me, how you 
contrive to keep up your fpirits under fuch 
continual rejiraints : IJhould bafejiub a mo'^ 
tber as yours *^ The rofes dropped from 
your hand; and with honeft refentmant 
you turned to your indifcreet cdmpanion, 
faying, *^Mi6 Standfordi you- have very 

much 
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I ihtll never forget or forgive what you 
have iaiA" She attempted to divert your 
diip]eafure»and (aid, '^ Nonrenfe]...Who but 
you would take offence where none was 
meant ? If you be fatis&ed with being in 
the ftocks from morning to night, it is no-, 
thing to me : I only know that I could not 
and would not fubmit." * You inftandy took 
the path to the houfe, obferving, 'you 
believed that I Ihould be waiting for you, * 

I have, mydearEli?^, been thus circum- 
ftantial in my account of this fcene, for two 
reafoijs : the firft is, to give you the plea- 
fure of knowing that you had, though un- 
confcioufly, given to your mother a reft: of 
your affeftion and principles, which filled 
her heart with joy and hope : the fecond 
arifes from your having preferred fotthq 
confidante of yoyr change of opinion rela- 
tive to mife Standford, your maidjervant to 
your mother - 

Betty told me this morning, a^ a Jecret^ 
that Ihc fancied you and mifs Cbarlortg 

had 
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had not parted friends ; for that, after (he 
had quitted the houfe, you went ' to yout 
room; and Betty found you weeping j that, 
fiippofing you regretted the loft of your 
lively companion, fhe begaft to confoleyou, 
by faying that you would foon meet again i 
when, to her furprife, you anfwered," I hope^ 
Betty, I fliall not meet mifs Standford any 
more. She is a very wicked, dangeroui 
girl ; and I am only aftonifhed that I ever 
lik6d hen"— "Iprefled mifsPalmerftone,*' 
continued the worthy girl, "to tell me what 
had happened : but ftie only faid, ^ Pray do 
not alk me any queftibns. I cannot bear to 
hear her name, nor that my mamma Ihould 
know how little I underftood this girl's true 
charafter.* 

I will not interrupt the courfe of this let- 
ter i)y animadverting on your repofing 
your confidence rather in Betty*s prudence 
than mine. I am willing to believe that this 
|>reference arofe from your delicacy, in fpar- 
ing ta me an evidence that I was thought, 
even by a mifs Ctarkne Standford, a too 

auftero 



73 

auftere and rigid governefs. But my de- 
figii is to examine, whether there has not en- 
tered into your prudence for me a falje 
jhamcy and a relu<5bance to the confeffion 
that your judgment of mifs Standford, had 
been too haftily pronounced 4 and that from 
your fudden partiality in her favour, and as 
fudden diflike of her, might not arife a 
well-grounded fufpicion that you were ca-' 
pricious and childifh. Ypur felf-Iove has 
taken the alarm \ and you are not only dif- 
pleafed with Charlotte for not knowing 
Mrs, Palmerftone better, but alfo for pla- 
cing Eliza Palmerftone in the humiliating 
predicament of being obliged to confefs" 
that fhe is liable to error. Yet, my be- 
loved child, your mother tells you, *that 
your firft miftake relative to Charlotte's 
pretenfions to your kindnefs is much ntore' 
entitled to lenity than the latter, whith fci" 
feverely condemns her. It is not eafy at* 
any period of life to judge of our fellow- 
creatures* claims to our efteem and confi- 
dence. Appearances are always more or 

lels 
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lefs deceitful, when taken by youth and 
inexperience as unerring guides to conclu- 
fions which inclination direfts. You were 
pleafed with the apparent good nature and 
harmlefs gaiety of Charlotte Standford. 
You were won by her kindnefs to you, de- 
lighted by having within your reach a friend 
of your own age j and further ftimulated 
by a good heart, and the incident at the 
cottage which fo honourably bore teftimony 
of her humanity to the poor, you pro- 
nounced her fauklejsy and " the very beft 
girl in the world," Yielding to refentment 
and vexation on difcovering that fhe was 
not faultkfSf you have pronounced her 
*'a very wicked and dangerous girl." But 
the truth is, my £liza, fhe is neither the 
one nor the other of thefe charafters j but 
is of that clafs of beings to whom you and 
myfelf belong, und with whom as focial 
beings we muft live. Charlotte's cheerful 
good humour and heedlefs vivacity confti- 
tute at prefent her merit, and alfo her crime. . 
When flie faid that fhe hated your mo-^ 

ther, 
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ther, (he only meatit to oxprelfl her avei> 
fion to rellraint, and rooted diflike to thofe 
avocations which have improvement . for 
fheir objeft. Time is neceffarynn order to 
determine our judgment in regard to this 
young creature's future charafterj but I 
will boldly predift, ' that neither a good 
underftanding nor a good heart will fecure 
her fafety, unlefs flie can acquire the habits 
of induftry, and of obedience and docility to 
thofe whom God has appointed for the 
guides of her youth, and who,'// may hefre^ 
Jumedytxe, wifer as well as more experienced 
than herfelf. 

This litde incident has, however, an im- 
portant leflbn annexed to it, and my Eliza 
will, I truft, profit from it. Experience 
will redlify thefe miftakes of a youthful en- 
thuiiafm : but fhe is often a very fevere 
monitrefs; and it not unfrequently hap^ 
pens, that Ihe arrives too late to fave our 
tranquillity and our innocence. Profit then, 
my ?hild, from her leflTons, under the fe- 

curity 
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ftrudtons. 

There are many people in the world 
who may be faid to have no charafter at allt 
luch will neither intereft nor ofl^d you; 
But there are ftill more from whom you 
ought always to hold yourfelf at a diftance^ 
until you have examined their opinions^ 
their ientiments, but above all their con* 
duft: for, incredible as it may appear to 
you, fome will miflead yoii from motives of 
envy ; others, from the fuggeftions of a bafe 
intereft; others again, from haying no prin«* 
ciples of virtue in themfelves, and from 
having therefore ceafed to relpeft it in their 
intercourfe with the world around them : and 
multitudes ^e to be met with, who, from 
ignorance, will lead you into the paths of 
Tice, or, from the inconfideration and levity 
af their own minds, will coiiduifl: yours to a 
iervile and fenfelefs fubnuf&oa to the follies 
of faihionable life. 

Three fimple rules I jmiw cffir to you j 

perfuaded 
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peffuaded as I >m that they contain in 
them no contemptible prefervatives for tha^ 
youth and fimpliclty fo much the objeA 
of my folicitud^. I entreat you> my dear 
child, to confider them with attention, and 
careftilly to retain them in your mind. 

lit, Confidel* from whom the advice 
comes which claims your attention^ and, it 
may be, nieets your inclination. Are they 
entitled, by their age, by their fituation and 
experience of life, by their knowledge, and 
the intereft they ought to have in your 
happdnefs, to implicit confidence ? 
. 2dly, Is the advice given, fuch as, with* 
out any reludance or concealment, you 
would communicate to your mother, or to 
aiy other tried and fure friend ? 

jdly, h^ the advice given more calcu- 
lated to flatter your inclinations than to 
leprefs them? and. Does it contain mo- 
tires for praftifing the poor fubterfuges of 
amniog, or incitements to difobedience ? 

Your adhermce to the firft of thefe 

rul^, indeed I oiay include aU> depends oil 

6 your 
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your firmnefi and difcretion. Remember 
that ignorance cannot guide you. With 
Jecrecy is always to be xvd'^Xvtdi JometUng 
wrong to conceal: and when inclination 
meets the counfel to deceive^ be at once on 
your guard. The laft caution powerfully 
calls upon you for all the principles of your 
mind ; and a forgetfiilnefs of thefe will con-* 
duft you to a precipice from which, perhaps> 
no friendly hand may be able to fave you, 
or fhelter you from the arrogant triumph 
of thofe who direfted your inexperienced 
and deviating fteps, and who will exult in 
your fall. But it is certain, if your life be 
preferred, (and we will prefume to truft to 
Providence for its continuance,) that you 
will have, and that very foon, your part 
and your place in this mixed fceae. The 
cjueftion ought to be, and I think will na* 
turally arife in my Eliza's mind. What is 
the courfe that will beft fecure me from the 
fnares of the wicked, and the dangers of the 
heedlefs ? I anfwer, A decided charafter, 
built oh the principles of religion^ and fup- 

ported 
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pofted by a well exercifed reafon. Witlx 
thefe guards you will be fafe. Your con- 
du(fl, not your cenfures, will put folly to the 
blufti ; and vice will retire from your fevere, 
but not uncharitable, rebukes. Be prepared 
to encounter in your journey through 
life thofe dangers common to the children 
of duft: pity weaknefs, error and igno-r 
;raiice : feek in your own breaft the apolo- 
gy thefe will need j remembering that you 
are under no other obligatioil af prefent than 
to correft your own faults : your poft is not 
that of public or private cenfor. 

I believe there is no better guide to the 
knowledge ofour owncharafters, than that 
of impartially and ftriftly examining the 
motives which influence us when we yield 
to the temptation of expofing the foibles 
or condemning the moral deviations of our 
•fellow-creatures i for of one truth we are 
certain : Pure and genuine virtue is gentle 
and forbearing : flie neither heedlefsly cen- 
fures^ nor har(hly reprobates. Steady in 
. her own ^ottod pgth^ (he can from afkr 

fee 



80 

fee the haplefs Ivanderer, and with pity wiJI 
lecall her fteps if it be polfible. She knows 
the peril of chat chart alfo> in which coo much 
confidence may lead to deftruftion^and where 
too much caution and fufpicion mufk check 
rfie courage of the adventurer, and unnerve 
him in a cour& by which alone the end and 
purpofe of rational exigence can be attained. 
I fend you, my beloved and ftill innocent 
girl, a little narrative, which will, I truft, 
inculcate more ftrongly than my precepts 
thofe lefTons of caution; for it is a painful 
office, my child, to draw afide the veil which 
cdnceal&from the pure of heart the defefts 
of human conduft, to chill the vmfufpeft- 
iflg confidence of ingenuous youth, and to 
ftrip virtue of that garland which her youth- 
ful votaries imagine muft diftinguiih her in 
thl% world, and bloom unfaded to et^nity. 
Alas ! my child, theie fanguine hopes mu£ 
be diiappointed : but the chriftian f^ith un« 
folds the fiittijre ^fcene ; and we have only 
CO pr^ forward and receive the recom- 
peafe of w(bU doing, by following the .fteps 
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of him who is our leader and our lalvation, 
and who has prepared us to meet contra* 
diftion and offence from evil doers. 

Mn and Mrs. Sable were a very amiable 
and virtuous couple. They had married 
young; and it might be faid with truth 
that they entered into aftive life at the fame 
time : for they had till their union lived 
very retired, and in a part of the country 
very remote from London. Their parents, 
with more rigid prudence than good fenfe, 
had debarred them from the amufements 
within their reach 5 and to this injudicious 
prohibition it was probably owing that they 
regarded the death of their > parents as 
Ibmewhat like aa emancipation from capti- 
vity, and thought of little with an intereft 
equal to what they felt in the opportunity 
of gratifying their curiofity and tafte by the 
pleafures of the capital. They found them- 
felves freed from every reftraint but the 
gentle one of mutual afFeftion, which im- 
pofed no alloy on their fanguine and eager 
hopes of pleafure. They were foon efta- 
♦ vot. I. o blilhed 
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• blilhed in London^ in that ftyle and with 
thofe. .accommodations which an abundant 
fortune fb eafily commands every where* 
With falfe ^imates of iifc, with imagina- 
tions warm and unchecked, with ail the 
gen^iine features of uncorrupted nature, and 
the confidence of youth> they commenced 
tl>eir falhionable career^ Friends multipli* 
ed daily; Mrs. Sable's parties became bril- 
liant and numerous ;. the winter flew oa 
downy wings > Bath in the fpring, and 
Brighton in the fummer, fucceedei ; until 
iailiion and their fi-iends recalled them to 
town. Some few years at length difpelled 
this delufion. Mrs* Sable's delicate health. 
yielded to the effefts of late hours and 
crowded apartments^ and declined daily; 
Mr. Sable found London expenfive, and 
his fteward a ftupid fellow. They difcover- 
ed, what this honefl:.man had perceived for 
fome time, that they had wafted their for* 
tune to pleafe others more than themfelves j, 
that they had diftinguifhed by the title 
of friends, their idle aflbciates . in amufe^ 
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itienc ; that they had been.pillaged by their 
fervants, had been the dupes of fools^ and 
the pity of the wife and relpeftable. 
• They now looked back on the fafe re- 
treat which had been the fcene of their hap- 
py days, and which they had with fuch im- 
provident hafte quitted for balls znd privafe 
fuppers, crowded with guefts whofc very 
faces and names they were ftrangers to. 
Happily, with thefe convidions of their fo- 
ber thoughts, they found their integrity and 
honour ftill unimpeached ; and theyrefolved 
on quitting Londoa. They mentioned their 
intention to their general fociety j and the 
motives of it, to fuch as ihared their more 
particular confidence and domeftic enjoy- 
ments. The malicious pity of the firfl, and 
the wretched and bafe expedients fuggeft- 
ed by the latter, flung their fenfibility lo 
the quick, and roufed to indignation the 
tiaturai reftitude of their minds. All the 
gsty and delufive ideas they had adopted of 
the world vanifhed, and made room for 
more fober and juft imprefTions. But with 
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thefe entered conclufions not lefs erroneous 
than thofe they had fo indignantly difcard- 
ed : they now perfuaded themfelves that 
there was neither truth nor friendfhip in the 
human hearty becaufe they had not found 
them in the haunts of fafliion, nor in the 
fenfelefs round of diflipation. The death 
of a great-uncle at this crifis placed Mr. 
Sable once more at his cafe in pecuniary 
matters. This jelation he had never feen : 
his charafter was lingular, and his tafte ro- 
mantic : with very fuperior talents, he had 
acquired opinions which opened his heart 
to ambition. His career in life was ho- 
dtiourable till he arrived at his fortieth year.: 
4Diit it never reached his views or hopes. 
Difappodnted in his expeftations ofapoft 
which he had long folicited, and which he 
had regarded as all that was neceffary to his 
:w£ll fupported claims for reputation and 
adviancement, he retired with dignity 
*:from that he enjoyed, and, difgufted with 
.the world, fought his paternal eftate in one 
of themoft beautiful fpots in North Wales. 

His 
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His chagrin iafe%fibly gave place to his fan^ 
cy, and he foonraifed aparadife about him. 
The houfe had the fimple appearance of a 
thatched farm ; and o^ Mr. Sable, with 
fcrupulous attention, gave to all that fur- 
rounded it the fame modeft traits. But his 
. tafte was not confined to fimplicity in the 
decorations within the houfe : thefe were 
elegant; and a library that would have 
grated a palace was the common fitting-- 
room of Mr. Sable. His unfocial temper, 
and the Angular retirement of the fpot, pro- 
cured him the name of the Hermit, and his 
habitation was known by no other title than 
the Hermitage. He was attended by four 
Welch fervants, and, on an annual income 
of five hundred pounSs, grew rich without 
care, forgetting and forgotten. Near as 
the connexion of blood was, it may be 
prefumed that the features of the two Mr. 
Sables' minds had alfo a near affinity and 
refemblance; for the young man deter- 
mined on living as much the reclufe as his 
uncle had done. Mrs. Sable loved her huf» 
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band tenderly; their mutual errors had uni- 
ted more powerfully their hearts and their 
opinions. 

Her health was become extremely deli- 
cate i and repoie and tranquillity^ whilft 
they renewed her ftrength, confirmed daily 
her tafte for retirement, and her hulband's 
. relifli for the purfuits of the garden and his 
little farm. They had alfo a. bleffing not 
overlooked in their new arrangements : to 
^4this they turned with fond delight, as the 
objeft that would banifh from their retreat 
all that retirement has to apprehend i and 
they exulted in a profpeft that offered them 
a fecure fhelter from the ftorms of life and 
the treachery of man, and in which their 
innocent child would *fhare their fafety and 
their peace. Caroline Sable was four years 
old when her parents reached the Hermit- 
age. They had taken no fervants with 
them : and-Car6line on her arrival found 
that Ihe had a new language to learn ; for, 
except by, an old woman who had for many 
years been Koufekeeper, not a word of 
6 , xvEnglifh 



87 

Englifh was fpoken or underftood. The 
little Caroline foon acquired that, which coit 
her father and mother both time and labour; 
and Ihe was highly flattered in being, for a 
jfeafon the common interpreter to the fami- 
ly. MrE. Sable.^ow devoted her time ta 
her child. She diligently applied every 
talent fhe poficffed to the improvement of 
Caroline. Thefe were by na means incom- 
petent to the duty ; and* they enlarged in 
proportion^ as they were exercifed. • Con- 
tent Ihed its balmy influ^ce, renewed 
health invigorated the feebk frame of Mrs; 
Sable, and the happy iiulband bkiflfed the 
hour that had thus infuned his comforts-. 
Seven or eight years pafled tranquilly ovef 
this happy child. She grew in native fim- 
plicity and fportive eafe: no temptation 
aflaiJed her, no evil came near her dwelling : 
placid and ferene, contented and cheer- 
ful, fhe met the kindnefs of her parents, 
in whom Ihe faw the mild virtues which Ihe 
copied. • . 

To deceive, or to be .deceived, wa^ a leffbn 
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that never reached, her. To fuccolir the 
wr0ched was the recompenfe of her docili- 
ty, and the fociety of her parents included in 
it all the pleafure and joy fh/eTCoveted^vThe 
Judden death of Mrs. Sable broke ^^wn this 
fragile ftrufture of happinefs and fecurity. 
An ulcerated fore-throat hurried, this ami- 
able woman to her grave; and Mr. Sable, 
yielding without refiftance to the unexpeft- 
ed blow, was delirious and in the u^oil 
danger. The good houfekeeper, unequal 
to fuch exigences, fought the advice of the 
redor of a large town f^me miles diftant 
from the Hermitage, witK whom fhe had 
lived in her youth, and . who had recom- 
mended h^r to ^14 .Mr. Sable* Doftor 
Floyde and his lady anfwered Mrs. Gwyn's 
letter in perfon, and by their humane atten-^ 
tions probably faved the unhappy father 
of poor Caroline. 

"Engaged by their goodnefs, and foothed 
by their fympathy^ Mr. Sable once more 
opened his- heart to the confolations and 
CQnifort$ of friendlhip. He folicited their 
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fbciety, and from that time their iritercourfe 
became intimate. In the following fpring 
Mr. Sable was prevailed upon, by the im- 
portunities of his worthy friends, to vifit 
the continent, in order to re-eftablilh his 
health, and to divert that melancholy which 
they faw with concern yielded but flowly 
to the influence of time, or to their falutary 
eflForts. The expediency of placing Ca- 
roline in a good fchool was ftrenuoufly 
urged by Mrs. Floyde, and every advan* 
tage ftie might be expefted to reap from 
fuch a change in her fituation was placed 
againft that abfence from which her fond fa- 
ther Ihrunk. At length he reluftantly yield- 
edi and placing his daughter in a well recom- 
mended fchool near London, and providing 
with anxious folicitude for her comforts, and 
even her wifhes, he fet out for Calais. 

The kindnefs of the lady to whofe care 
Caroline was configned foon diflfipated her 
firft emotions of furrow on lofing fight of 
her father. The novelty of her fituation 
diverted her mind -, her companions amufed 
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her; and above all, her bed-fellow fympa- 
thized with her in the frequent and fecret 
tears (he Ihed to the memory of her mother. 
Mifs Parker was her friend ^ her confolation ; 
and the guilelefs Caroline opened her whole 
heart to this amiable inmate. But it was to 
perfidy and meannefs that Ihe had configned 
her honeft love. 

Mr. Sable had been profufe m his atten- 
tions to his darling Caroline. He had' 
given her, with a purfe liberally filled, a 
number of little trinkets of her mother's : 
and mifs Parker, although not older than 
mifs Sable, was much more cunning; ihe 
faw at jonce all the profits that would arife 
from her attaching herfelf to a girl wfcb 
valued money only as the means of ferving 
and obliging others, and who affixed no 
confequence to the trinkets, becaufe (h6 
had her mother's pifture always in her 
bofom. She therefore feduloufly endea- 
voured to gain the k)ve and gratitude of 
the artlefs Caroline ; and, with thefe, eafily 
drew from her. feveral prefents not inconfi^ 
* - derable 
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derable in their value. This generofity on 
the one hand, and the apparent defign on 
the other, were not unobferved in the fchooL 
Combinations were hatched to deftroy the 
influence of mifs Parker, with the view of 
fliaring in the fpoils. Poor Caroline, who 
'knew not that envy and malice, felfilhnels 
and falfehood, had their votaries of all ages, 
and* in all conditions, repeated to her injured 
friend the cautions and the charges which 
the young ladies had communicated to her 
in order to lefflen the regard and kindnefi 
that fubfifted between them. She was 
ibmewhat furprifed to find that mils Parker 
laughed at her ferloufnefs, and braved the 
malice of the girls; and was utterly con*, 
founded when, on their being taxed by her 
friend with having fpoken ill of her, ftie heard 
them with effrontery deny what they had 
repeatedly told her. This ftorm was, . how- 
ever, foon appeafed. Mifs Parker ftill tri- 
umphed : but her gentle and infidious in- 
fluence now gave place to afTumed power, 
and (he taught poor Caroline to fear her. 

The 
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The purfe of mifs Sable was not inexhauf- 
tible : ftie had fliared her laft guinea with 
her friend : repayment had been the con- 
dition, Abfolute poverty brought this 
promife to Caroline's memory. She had 
ieentlie weekly fruit- and cake-bafketihared, 
without her participation, by thofe who 
purchafcd its contents with her money, 
Mifs Parker difplaycd, with much oftenta- 
tion, a guinea that her aunt, as ufual, had 
given her, on calling to fee her^ and Caro-* 
line joyfully faw her difficulties removed. 
She timidly reminded mif? Parker of her 
engagement, and requpfted that* fhe woul4 
pay her the half-guinea Ihe had borrowed; 
Judge of the fenfations of this innocent girl 
when ihe heard mifs Parker firmly difowri 
having ev^r received fixpence from her I 
The poor girl aftually became faint ^nd ilK 
Her indifpofition, and the caufe of it, in- 
ftantly reached the governefs's ear, who, 
with the moft anxious attention, fought to 
know the truth of the matter. Unfortunately 
ihe miftook the blufhes of refentment and 
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terror for thofe of guilt, and poor Caroline 
was more than the fufpefted culprit. The 
attendant ladies of the houfe faw not the 
bufinefs in the fame point of view. One of 
them, from whom I received this account, 
was perfeftly acquainted with mifs Parker's 
talents and happy addrefs, and poflefled 
fufficient difcernment to have inveftigated 
the truth in a different way, had ihe had 
the authority. But in this inftance, as in 
many others, the offence was better known 
than the offender. 

• ' It had not unfrequently happened, during 
this period, that the teachers referred them- 
felves to the mild and fimple Caroline for 
that truth which they wifhed to difcovcr. 
They had applied to her in doubtful and 
ambiguous circiwnftances, becaufe they were 
certain of fincere and unqualified truth. 
This might be ufeful to them i but it was 
inconvenient to mifs Sable. She was up- 
braided by the fufferer, called a tell-tale by 
lier fchool-feUows, and fell into negleft and 
contempt. Infenfibiy thefe confequences 
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jwoduced their eiFefts. She jgreW more 
circumfpeft, anlwered evafively> fuppreffed 
the truth, and at length gave up her inte- 
grity, by deviating into falfehoods in order 
to fcreen her companions from reproof and 
fliame, and to fecure to herfelf their kind- 
nefs. What was at firft their profit and 
fecurity became in time her ownj and 
ihe ceafed to make any fcruple of availii^ 
herfelf of thofe pitiful fubterfuges whidi 
ihe once r^arded as an indelible ftain on 
that mind which for a moment could ftoop 
to employ them. The innocence of mifs 
Sable was now more than invaded: the 
firft and great barrier was broken down; 
and ftie who could efcape punifhment by 
telling an untruth was not likely to avoid 
that mifconduft which would otherwife 
have called for correftion. I fliall finilh the 
hiflory of her depravity with one more trait. 
. Amongft the afliftant mafters who at- 
tended the fchool was a poor afthmatic and 
deformed man. He was diftinguifhed by 
his (kill in drawing and writing, and not 
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lefs for his mild and padent ailiduicy in the 
improvement of his pupils* The young 
ladies very ingeniously. found out that this 
WDrdiy man, when provoked by their im- 
per(inence» (lamniered> and made very di- 
vei'ting contortions of countenance. To 
make Mr, Powel ftammer became the joke 
of the hour. Caroline's excellent nature 
for a long time jevoked againfl: this crti^ 
and infulting indecorum : at length it yield- 
ed ; and fhe enjoyed, inher turn, the fupreme 
pkafure of wringing from induftry and ta- 
lents the fweeteft recompenfe they know- 
namely, peace and well merited praife^ 
The amiable lady to whom I before alluded 
told me that ftie had laboured to prevent 
this cruel levity; that with her remon- 
ilrances Ihe had ufed arguments of the moft 
ferious weight. She informed the ladies 
that this unfortunate man's perfonal infirmi- 
ties aroie from his having had, at an early 
period of his life, a paralytic ftrokc ; and 
that from thence it iiappened that every 
fiiddea emotion or vexation produced the 
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effecls which they had noticed. She there* 
fore entreated them to fpare him in future^ 
and to remember that his health and life 
depended on the compofure of his mind ; 
that he had four children to fupport, and 
fead lately loft an excellent wife ; which had 
greatly contributed to that irritation of 
nerves which fomuch excited their idle-cu- 
riofityand unfeeling mirth* ** I confefs, nui- 
dam/* added the amiable young woman 
when (he had finifhed this affefting ftory, " I 
gave up mifs Caroline Sable from the hour 
I difcovered that thefe additional motives 
for confideration were loft upon her, and 
that fhe was totally unmindful of them the 
next time Mr. Powel attended/* 

At the expiration of three years Mr. 
Sable returned with exulting joy to meet 
his child, and future prop in life. Sheftruck 
his admiring eyes with all the exterior 
charms of youth, and with all the graces of 
a highly-finifhed perfon. Her accomplifh- 
ments announced the tafte and attention of 
thofe who had fuperinte^ded her education; 
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andj elate with hope, he concluded her to 
theHermitage, in order to enjoy undifturbed 
for fome time his reftored treafure. But 
that retreat was no lefs changed in the eyes 
of Caroline, than (he was become an unfit 
inmate of it. Her tender father faw her 
difcontent, and eagerly fought for her thofe 
amufements within their reach. Thefe were 
fuch as the county town afforded ; and he 
was neither difpleafed nor furprifed by the 
• avidity with which flie engaged in them* 
A young enfign whom fhe had occafionally 
danced with at the aflembly became very 
affiduous in his attentions to the beautiful 
Caroline, and fo troublefome a vifitor to the 
father, that he exprefled his difapprobation 
of him in exprefs terms to his daughter, and 
not much lefs ambiguoufly to the gallant by 
the coldnefs and referve of his behaviour. 
Caroline, who it is more than probable was 
at firft attrafted by the only merit he had, 
a genteel perfon and a fcarlet coat, found in 
the difapprobation of her father a ftimulus 
to her growing attachment j and, foon after 
VOL, I. H flie 
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Ihe had reached her eighteenth year, left clan- 
deftinely the natural guardian of her happi- 
nefs and honour to refleft alone on the de- 
viating child of his hopes and cares. But 
Mr. Sable's heart was not formed for un- 
pitying refentment. He received his peni- 
tent daughter, a widow at twenty-three years 
of age, with an infant at her breaft, and 
finking under diftrefs and fatigue. He re- 
ceived her like a miniftering angel> and 
foothed her with a parent's love. 

*' We have," faidhe, " both erred -, and 
we have both fufFered. In the duties we 
owe to this helplefs being, we will mutually 
engage to reftify our miftakes. You will 
teach her what is the bitternefs of that re- 
pentance which follows abandoning a parent 
to gratify a tranfient inclination, which, in 
mdft inftances, derives its ftrength more 
frorii oppofition than from any decided 
preference of the heart. I will, if Heaven 
permit, impart to her, with the examples of 
virtue, a knowledge of thofe dangers that 
lie in wait to furprife her. " *^ Yes," added 
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he with emotions he could not fupprefs, 
** Ihe fhall be taught by me to underftand 
that ' the innocence of the dove muft in this 
world's warfare be defended by the wifdom 
of the ferpent ;' to know that vice lurks 
in every path, and that virtue has to com- 
bat with a hoft of foes. Alas ! my dear Ca- 
roline, yawr guides did only half their duty : 
reftored to peace themfelves by their efcape 
from the fnares and dangers of ,the world, 
they forgot that you had your deftined courfe 
through its perils. This precious cWM 
fhall be made acquainted with its fpecious 
allurements and fallacious promifes. Re- 
ligion fhall be her fhield, and we will be her 
defence, till with fleady feet fhe can fland 
the onfet of paffion and the attacks of fin." 
The unfortunate Caroline Sable had been 
pen^erted ; but the early impreflions of vir^ 
tue were not erafed. She lived fome years 
after her hufband^s deceafe : but her health 
and fpirits were broken by a repentance 
rendered more acute by the proofs fhe daily 
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received of her father's undiminiflied affec- 
tion. She faw that his cheerfulnefs wa» 
often aiTumed; and, in his tendernef$> a 
conftant apprehenfion left (he fbould think 
him unhappy. The confidence refulting 
from undeviating duty was loft, and a fe- 
cret regret poifoned poor Caroline's com- 
forts. In her laft illnefs (he particularly re-- 
commended mifs Lexfordy the teacher in the 
boarding- fchool where (he had been placed, 
to her father's notice, and mentioned with 
emotion the fuperior talents and experience 
of this young woman. ** As a proof of her 
merit," added (he, " I loved her till I was 
unworthy of her regard : I then feared her 
penetration > but never could arraign her 
juftice, or complain of her (everity." She 
was invited to the Hermitage immediately 
after Caroline's death, and had refided with 
Mr. Sable fome years, when I accidentally 
met her with her pupil at a friend's hou(e, 
where we pa(red a month with reciprocal 
fatisfaftion. 

I have 
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I have only time this morning to recom* 
mend the little Hory before you to your fe - 
rious attention, and remain 

Your afFeftionate mother, 

ANGJELICA PALMERSTONE. 
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ICettet IV. 
BEAUTY AND UGLINESS, 

OR 

THE SICK CHILD. 
MY DEAR ELIZA, 

The other day, when Mrs. Maitland and 
her daughter left us, you remarked, in a tone 
of pity and much good will, how forry you 
were to fee mifs Maitland fo much altered 
-for the worfe in ha'perfon: "I think,'* 
added you, " fhe is one of the plaineft girls 
I ever faw.* Do you not think her unfor- 
tunate with refpeft to her outward appear- 
ance? — ^I am afraid fhe will be Very crook- 
ed.'* — I replied, * that I had not perceived 
any ground for that fear,' and, what was 
• more, diflented from your general opinion 
relative to her perfon. Although I allowed 
' that fhe had neither regularity of features, 
nor a good complexion, yet I maintained 
that her countenance had in it an animation 

and 
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and a charafter extremely prepofleffing, and 
which perfe6Hy agreed with the accounts I 
had heard of her amiable temper and good 
fenfe i and that it would not furprife me to 
fee her, at eighteen, pleafing in regard to her 
jperfon, and the accompliftied young woman 
Mrs. Maitland was fb amply qualified to 
render her.' Whilft waiting for your reply, 
I faw you abforbed in contemplating an 
image reflefted from a mirror oppofite .to 
you, and which, to fay the truth, exhi- 
bited more of the graces of nature than the 
face or perfon of mifs Maitland, Your 
mufic-mafter interrupted your reverie, and 
prevented my comments on the fubjedt of 
it. And yet, my child, the refledlions it 
awakened in my mind were not lefs import- 
ant and ferious than youra were flattering 
and complacent. 

We will now examine the ground on 
which reft our oppofite fentiments, and in- 
quire into the reafons which have lefTened my 
admiration of a beautiful perfon. Amongft 
others, I can produce one which will dimi- 
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nifli the value of this prerogative, even in 
your eftimation ; ifor I will prove to you, 
that the woman whom above all others you 
think charming, and call fafcinating, is one 
of the plaineft in perfon and features of any 
who vifit me. What think you of your 
favourite and '^ dear Mrs. Beaumont?" 
Have you ever critically examined the de- 
fedls of her fhape, or remarked her fallow 
complexion, unaided as it is but by her fine 
intelligent black eyes ? Has the irregularity 
of her features never drawn from you the 
pity and compafllon mif^ M^itland excited 
fo powerfully in your mind ? I fee your 
furprife, and the diflent of your judgment 
from mine. For you do not think Mrs. 
Beaumont an ugly woman, though not a 
beautiful one ; and you cannot admit that 
this lady anfwers to my defcription : but 
be aflured, no one who looks at Mrs. Beau- 
mont with attention will deny the refem- 
blance ; and by ftrangers flie is conftantly 
regarded as a very plain woman. You have 
lived in the habit of feeing her every day^ 

She 



105 

She has, by her winning fweetnefs and cheer- 
fulnefs, gained your heart. She has iniT 
pofed upon you, Eliza, as ihe does on all 
who know her : for Ihe exhibits virtue and 
the graces j and by thefe fubdues all hearts, 
and enchants all eyes. You have feen mif» 
Maidand only once during the two laft 
years : when you have feen and converfed 
with her for two or three months, we will 
decide on her defefts and pretenfions. 

We will next turn our eyes on an acknow^ 
kdged beauty. What do you think of Mrs, 
Watkins ? 1 cannot now be miftaken in 
my example j for you have not forgotten 
the impreflion fhe made on you laft year, 
when ftie entered my drawing-room as a 
bride. The circle was large ; and every 
one rofe to receive the " celebrated beauty:" 
all eyes gazed on her with delight, and 
yours were of the number. Curiofity and 
admiration fufpended, for a time, the con- 
fiderations of politenefs ; and each gentle- 
man forgot that, in this tribute to her 
charms, he might wound her delicacy, and 
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offend her good fenfe. She has fince that 
time been a frequent vifitor here, and with 
the fame fociety. She is, if it be poffible, 
more beautiful ; and yet we are all quiet 
when fhe* enters, and at our eafe when (he 
departs. To what caufe is it owing that 
Mrs. Watkins has now fo few occafions of 
cenfuring that admiration, once fo diftreffing 
and embarrafling to her modefty ? Shall I 
tell you ? or will you tell me ? We have 
fs'en her as often as we wilh : you keep your 
ftation at Mrs. Beaumont's elbow, and I 
content myfelf with arranging her card- 
table as foon as poffiblc. We have gratified 
cur curiofity ; we are weary o( lookingy and 
fcek amufement elfewhere. But be not de- 
ceived : it is not altogether to the cold in- 
Jipidity of this lady that you are to attri- 
bute this efFeft : there is another caufe 
which afts independently oitbiSy and which 
never fails to weaken the impreffions of 
beauty, as well as of ^deformity. All that is 
familiar to the fcnfes ceafes to be the objeft 
of admiration, or difguftj and for this rca- 
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fon is it thiat we are fo often the dupes ot 
novelty, and the flaves of whim and falhion. 
Let us then confider Mrs. Watkins as mere- 
ly a beautiful objeft. Under this point of 
vi^w, (he refembles a fine painting, which 
every one approaches with curiofity and 
pleafure. A few examinations of it gratify 
the one, and leflen the other j but it ftill 
obtrudes, arid v/e begin to affume the pro- 
vince of critics, perhaps with the fole view 
of repaying to our felf-love that homage 
it had been furprifed into in favour of 
another. Be this as it may, the piece is 
now judged defeftive ; it wants colouring ; 
it is overcharged ; and the contour is ftiflf 
and unnatural. Thefe cenfures have their 
day, and in a little time even this intereft 
finks : we neither look at it nor talk of it, 
and it is equally forgotten with our family 
portraits — configned to an apartment which 
we never enter. 

Mrs. Beaumont has none of the attraftions 
of beauty : her perfon is as defeftive as her 
face^ fl:e neither excites emotion, nor calls 

forth 
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forth any curiofity. The eye of the ftranger 
pafles in an inftant ih fearch of a more plea- 
fing objeft. Chance places him near her : 
he is ftruck with the found of a voice harmo- 
nized by nature, and exprefling, in corref- 
Ipondent tones, the quick and varied ideas of 
a lively and correft imagination: heliftens to 
her language ; he hears the fprightly fallies 
of her wit, chaftened by modeftyand check- 
ed by good nature : he draws nearer, and 
finds himfelf mixed with the grave and the 
gay, with the young and the old* whom fhe 
has attrafted around her ; and, forgetting his 
firft impreffions, he is only folicitous con- 
cerning his future admiffion to a place which 
merit embellilhes, and in which his tafte 
will be gratified. 

I do not think Mrs. Beaumont would 
gain a fingle advantage by having the fhape 
and face of a Mrs. fFatkins. The afcend- 
ency fhe now has over our underftandings 
and our hearts would be rather weakened 
than increafed by her being beautiful : we 
might fuipeft that we were deceived by our 
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fenles, rather than . fubdued by a merit 
which reflefts honour on thofe who are ca- 
pable of appreciating its worth, 
. I believe I have never informed vou of 
the circumftanoes which firft connefted me 
with this artiiable woman, whofe friendlhip 
I regard as one of the peculiar bleflings of 
my life, and whofe partiality I account as 
the moft flattering diflinftion of my for- 
tune. 

I accompanied my mother, two or three 
years before I married, to Matlock. As 
you faw this beautiful fpot laft fummer, in 
your way to Buxton, I ihall forbear to fay 
more of it, than that your grandmother, like 
yourfelf, preferred the houfe called the Tern- 
pie to the one below it called the HalL We 
accordingly had our apartments there : the 
declining ftate of my mother's health ren- 
dered this more quiet abode necefTary, but 
by no means excluded, in her indulgent 
confideration of me, the anjufements of the 
general reudezvous. We dined in the pub- 
lic 



no 

lie room, frequently took our tea there, and 
returned to the Temple in the evening. 

Ic happened, foon after our arrival, that 
I found placed at my fide a little girl whom 
I had not feen before. She was ihort and 
clumfy, ill-dreffed, and wore a large ftraw 
bonnet which almoft concealed her face : 
this, however, I obferved was pale and 
fickly, and fhe had an inflammation in her 
eyes which demanded the precautions adopt- 
ed. She appeared intimidated, and even 
diftrefled, by the novelty of her fimation ; 
and I was naturally led to look for the party 
under whofe protedion flie was, and by 
AVhom fhe was fo apparently negiefted. A 
lady oppofite to me foon gave me the in- 
formation I fearched, by faying aloud> 
"Nancy, take care you do hot eat too 
much." This precaution I thought as harfli 
as it was ufelefs 5 for poor Nancy had not 
fwallpwed one morfel, and was only on the 
point of tafting fome bread pudding, which 
I had recommended and encouraged her to 

take 
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take on her plate. She looked difmayed, 
hung down her head ftill lower, and croflej 
her knife and fork. Unable to divert a con- 
fufion that touched me, I turned my atten- 
tion to the caufe of it. A very gay and 
handfome woman, who, as I fufpefted, was 
the mother of poor Nancy, was fo deeply 
engaged by a military beau on the one hand, 
and a young lady on the other, as to have 
no time to obferve the confufion ,and em- 
barraffment of her daughter, or to repeat 
an injunction which appeared to arife from 
habit rather than tender attention. 

Day after day Nancy, and myfelf kept 
our ftations; we became fociable; and I 
was pleafed with my new acquaintance. 
The mother had learned our name : fiie 
made me fome little compliment on rajr 
attentions to her daughter, and added, ILe 
had reafon to believe that Nancy's aunt 
was of the number of Mrs. Woodley's 
intimate friends. She was not miftakenj 
the lady in queftion, Mrs. Johnfon, having 
been long one whom my mother particu- 
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larly efteemed. She was a fingle wom^rt, 
and very rich. Her nephew, the father of 
Nanqr, had offended her by his marriage j 
and little intercourfe had fubfifted between 
liim and his good aunt from that period* 
The connexion, however, produced fome- 
thing like acquaintance between his lady 
tod ourfelves ; and Ihe availed herfelf of 
it, and my growing kindnefs for her neg- 
kAed child, to beg I would attend to what 
ihe ate at table; faying, ihe was juft re- 
covered from the meafles, that the diforder 
had left an inflammation, in her eyes which, 
had been extremely alarming, and which 
ftill required much cautk)n and care ; and 
that Nancy was very inattentive. I liftened 
with difguft to cautions and cares thus re- 
commended by a mother who was capable 
of employing the agency of another in her 
own duty -, but I was not xflimindful of my 
charge. My gentle and good mother 
ihared thefe fentiments with me, and, by 
the numberlefs proofs of her regard and 
kindnefs, won the poor child's gratitude, 

and 
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irfdr bahlfhed her balhful conftrained be- 
haviour. She followed us like our Ihddow, 
and appe^ared to look Up to us for her enjoy* 
ments. I foon thought there was fome rea- 
foii for the caution refpeflring Nancy's eaf-^ 
ing ; andj as the mother hiad thought proper 
to devolve this care oh me, I was doubly 
attentive j judging it of importance to her 
general health, and peculiarly neceflary for 
her eyes, which remained ftill in a bad 
ftate. From the avidity with which my 
young friend aiked for tongue, dices of cold 
ham, tarts^ &c. 6ccmy as well as the difpatch 
with which diey diiappeared, I began to fuf* 
peft that ih«! pocketed. them, in order to 
* regale herfelf in fecret -, knowing that her 
mother did not allow her to eat any fupper* 
On one of thefe occafions, I whilpered in her 
ear that chicken was better for her than ham 
or paftry, placing the wing of a fowl on het 
plate. She received my admonition with 
perfect good humoiu*, and began to eat what 
was before her. At that inftant a fervant, 
whom ihe had commiflloned^ brought her 
VOL. I. I the 



the ham. In palTing it he flightly toiicti||^ 
my Ihoujder. I turned, and faw Nancy 
with great adroitnefs convey it to her lap. 
The ielf-com&iand fiie aiTusned convinced 
me it was done with defign> apd I was per- 
fuaxied that this child indemnified her^f 
for her i^emark^bk inoderation at the tdbh, 
by being a .glutton in private. I confe* 
quently became vigilant for a day or two> 
not willing to diftrefs her by my remon- 
ftrances without neceflity. I found that Qie 
conftantly preferred cold thii^s> little tarts, 
cheeie-cakes» in a word> whatev^ was eifi-^ 
dl to conceal in her handkerchief^ and that 
after dinner ihe difappeared for fome thne.. 
There was ajnyftery in allthiis whsch I could 
not.unfoM. Chance however eflTedted what 
my ingenuity . could not. 

My mother mot at the Hall a &mily w^ 
*vere acquainted with : they were op their 
toad to Buxton > and meant only to pafs ik 
day or two at Matlock.^ They induced .us t^ 
pais the day 'at the Hall, and after dinner mjr 
tfiother and her friends- made a party at 
' ^whifti 
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iWRft J and I went to the Temple for my 
work-bag. The day was extremely {liltry, 
and I flowly fauntered to the houfe^ Before 
me I faw Nancy running with the utmoft 
fpeed: Ihe afcended a narrow path in the 
rock^ aod I loft fight of hen On entering 
my roomj I went to the window which I 
knew muft commajiddie road ihe had taken^ 
and again I faw the fugitive panting and 
prefling forward. She had a fmall covered 
baiket on her arm^ which ihe was obliged 
to place on' the ground frdm time to time 
in order to fecure her feet. 1 immediately 
conceived Ihe had reafpois for choofmg this 
perilous and fatiguing road, in preference 
to one, eafier and ihwter, by the Tiemple ; 
^d I was certain of ipeeting her by purfu^ 
ing it. I forgot, in an inil:ant» the heat by 
^ich I had been oppreifed, and fet out. 
Again I caught a glance of her, and again I 
loft fight of her, but ftill followed the chafe; 
and turning into a beaten path, which com- 
ftiunicated with the high road, I faw her 
before me. But judge of my aftgniljiment, 
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when 1 relate her fituation and empiloy-** 
ment f She was on her knees before a fick, 
fqualid, and fhocking-looking child of hei' 
own age, who Was fitting in an old wicker 
chair by tHfe door of a half-fallen cottage. 
She appeared helplefs; her face bore the 
recent ra:vages of the fmall-pox, and fhef 
was blind. I flopped a few paces from 
them. Nancy's bonnet was hanging at her 
back, and held there by the ribband which 
tied it i her face and eyes were expofed to the 
vivid rays of the weftern fun -, whilft Ihe, 
unmindful of all, was catering from the 
bafket the dainties with which (he fed the 
poor girl, who, to fay the truth, devoured 
them with the avidity of one half famifhed. 
** I am glad," faid Nancy, rifing at length 
from her uneafy pofture, and wiping with 
her frock the fcalding tears that ran from 
the girl's eyes — ** I am rejoiced that you 
have enough to-day ; I hope you will not 
want any thing now, till your mother re- 
turns. But give me the jug,'' I will fetch 
you fome wa:teF, and then run home.'* 

She 
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She turned and faw xn^ : fome apples ftie 
Ueld in her hs^nd fell .to xhe grouod> and Ihe 
itood mute and confounded before me. 
^ Wherefore are you here, my love, alone ?'* 
demanded I with mildnefs : " and why fo 
forgetful of your own eyes?" placing the 
ufelefs bonnet on her head.—" Oh!" cried 
fhe, burfting into tears : " do not tell my 
mamma, fhe will never forgive me : you 
{hall know all : only let me fpeak ftve words 
to this poor girl. She is not (o blaine : in- 
deedy indeed it is all my own fault ! Let 
me only comfort her once more, and thea 
I will go home with you, and you ihall 
know every thing." She turned to the 
frightened child: " Do not be afraid/' fobbed 
Ihe, '^ it is only mifs Woodley : fhe would 
not harm a worm. But I cannot come any 
more : you will die with hunger ! and I 
cannot help it." She hung on the girl's 
neck, and wept bitterly. I foothed her, and 
quieted the clamours of the child, by pro- 
mifing her that fhe fliould not be neglefted ; 
and we took the foad to the Ti^nple. 

I difpatched 



I difpatched a ferrant with a note to iny 
mother, and gave notice to Mrs, Se]nnour» 
that Nancy would pafs the evening with 
me; that we had imprudently walkeci^^And 
had both gotten the head-ach. 

Nancy foon entered ypon her ftory, and 
her juftific^ion, *' You fhall hear every 
thing, my dear Angelica," faid (he, fondly 
embracing me: *^ for you are the only 
iiiend I have, and the only one who would 
love and pity fuch a girl as I am.'*-~*« in 
the name of wonder," exclaimed I> not com-> 
prehending her meaning, '5 what is itthat you 
have been guilty of?** — " Why,'* anfwered 
flie, *^ it is now more than thi^ weeks fince 
my mamma went with a party to fee Chats- 
worth ; major O'Brien drove her in liiia 
phaeton. *My mamma thought th6 dull: 
tod fight would hurt my eyes, fo fhe did 
not take me. As foon as the party had left 
the Hall, Hollins^ our maid, began to fcold 
me : flie faid I was always in every one's 
way, and that, but for me, fhe could have 
gone on the water with her acquaintance, 
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I cried, and told her, I wais Ver/ forry for 
her difappointment ; but that I C6s44. not 
help it. « No,' replied flie, fomewJfeK 
kiflder; < I know that: but ibme od^^r peo^^ 
pie couM;' ami flie sHlttered jfocnethiftg I 
did aot underftand, about my mammae and 
herbeingafhainedofilie: addbg, if IwaA 
not fo handfome as ibme people, I was bet-- 
ter tenapered, and Ihe was Aire that! would 
oblige her* — ^ Moll willingly,' replied I, 
pleaied to fee her good-humoured.—^ Well, 
then^ my dear miis Nancy/ iaid ihe, ^ you 
muft ftay in this room all theday, aad lock 
yourfelf in : my friends are wuting fi>r me 
at Crumford. I will fetch you fomething 
very nice for your dinner, and lend you my 
Fairy Tales to read ^ but you muft not ftir 
till I return, nor ever tell your mamma/ 
I promifed to be faitMul, and (he left me 
in hafte-i-not however before ihe had pro* 
vided me with all that I might want, i read 
till the laft dinner-bell founded; but my 
eyes watered and fmarted, and I amuied 
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myfelfWith <rfjfervfngt the company enter 
the'hbiife. i :*:::- • , 

: f^ The thought thehcame'into my head that 
I ihould like to eat my dinner in the wood. 
HoUins had left it in diis vety hajket^ and I 
took it in myhand,and ftoleto the wood: but 
recollefting that -the ladies and gentlemen 
often caiWe. thither to walk after dinner, I 
was afraid of being feen, and, inftantly quit- 
ting it, .took'by chance this road, and, to 
be more concealed, the path which con- 
du^d you to the cottage. The fick child 
was fitting at the door, as you found her; and- 
I thought (he looked as if (he had no one 
to love her; or to pity her : fo I afked her 
whether Ihe fhould like fome fruit, oiFer- 
ing her that I had in my bafket. But, my 
dear Angelica, flie was, as you faw, blmd, 
and more unfortunate than myfelf ! befides 
that one of her poor hands is Jhrunk and 
ufelefs, from her having fallen into the fire. 
She was hungry and dry \ and told me that 
her parents left her every day, to work at 
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jfome lead-mines three miles from home, 
and that ihe had nothing to eat till they 
returned. I gave her/' continued the ami- 
able creature, " all my dinner. Oh ! my 
dear mifs Woodley, had you feen her eat 
it, your gentle heart would have melted ! 
3he devoured it like a hungry dog . . . You 
do not blame me, do you?" faidlhe, 
looking anxioufly in my face: ^' but I 
promifed to come to her as often as I could, 
and to bring her food. Fortunately I re- 
gained my room unobferved ; HoUins re- 
turned before my mamma j and my fecret 
is only known to you. 

^ I did not dare to mention my poor 
. ftarving girl. 

^* The next morning, feeing the ladies and 
gentlemen giving whole buttered muffins 
to their dogs, with flices of ham, and other 
dainties, I thought of the fick girl, and re- 
folved to take in my turn a little from the 
dinner to feed her. My mamma always 
plays at cards till the evening is cool, and 
Hollins ftays whole hours in the fervants* 
6 halls 
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hall ; and during that time I run to the 
cottage, by a nearer road than the one you 
cimci and I have never been found out, for 
the Walks are always empty."— "But," 
feid I gravely, " has it never occurred to 
you, that you were giving what was not 
yours to give? Evil is not to be coounitted 
even for a good purpofe."— ^/ Oh, yes," 
anfwered flie i "I well knew where you 
would begin to chide, for I knew that was 
wrong...But wh*t could I do i...Sh€ was not 
a dog... J was not then fa much in your 
favour as I have been fince. Befides, I was * 
afraid you would not let me run fo fer in 
the heat of the day, and in the liin-fhine. 
What could I do ?" repeated fhe forrowfui- 
]y. " 1 always (pared her all the nice things 
I could have eaten myfelf ^ and was it not 
hard far this poor uglj^ child to want food ? 
No one notices her 5 you faw how frightful 
her face is j and ugly children, you know".... 
fhe paufed... then fobbed..." are not loved." 
Her tears flowed, and fhe flopped again. 
" How has it happened, my dear mifs An- 
gelica/' 
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gdica/' refiimed flie^ fondly earefling om^ 
*^ that y6Uy who are ib beautiful and fo ad« 
itUjPed here> have never reproached me for 
being fo very very clumfy and difagree« 
able? I would giye any thing in the world 
to be as pretty as my broth^^ for then 
mamma .would love me as much as Ihe 
tioes them. But what can I do? I can* 
not hdp beiag^ ugly^ you know/' She 
could not proceed. I faw with unequivo<« 
cal indignation the forrow which the cru* 
elty and folly of her mother had planted 
in her innocent <bofom; and with forvout 
yidding to my compaifion^ I faidj em- 
bracing her tenderly, ^^ You are more love- 
ly, and more beautiful, in your, work of 
mercy, than the moft fihiihed form or £ur« 
eft &ce could render you. The wile and 
the good will love and praife you, and God 
Almighty will approve and blefe you."— 
•* Ah !" laid Ihe tranfported, *' now I am 
again convinced that I have been very fool- 
ifli; for I never looked in your fece with-* 
out thinking you would be good to the 
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poor girl; and twenty and twenty time^» 
when you (howed me fo much kindnefs, I 
was tempted to lead yoa to her." We 
now fettled the bufinefs. Nancy joyfully 
committed her proc6gee to my future cares^ 
and promifed to eat her dinner. 

In the cool of the evening we returned to 
the cottage. The mother of the girl was at 
home^ and I learned from ber that extreme 
povierty forced her to leave her child. She 
faid the neighbours were &w and remoite i 
and that fmce the fmall-pox had been in 
her houfe no one came near it, nor could 
fixe prevail on any to take care of the girl 
during her abfence ; that, on leaving her for 
the day, fhe fed har, and, thinking the air 
was good for her, left her at the doors as 
Ihe was able, in cafe of need, to crawl on 
her hands and knees to fhelter. ^^But, ma« 
dam,** added the woman, " fhe has, I am 
told, worms -, for flie is always craving for 
food." Good and ptentifu} nourifhment 
foon removed the good woman's fears rela- 
tive to the worms -, clean and warm cloth- 
. ' 5ng 
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ing renovatfed .her feeble frame -, fhe reto- 
vered her fight) and 1 left her as a boarder 
with an honeft old woman who taught read- 
ing, fpinning, and knitting ; and who, not-- 
withftanding the lame hand, which was 
thought to be paft relief, alfo engaged to 
teach her to knit* My mother became 
IX iharer in our fecret, and the principal 
agent in all thefe defigns. Nancy was not 
even fufpe6led j and I efcaped all cjueftions. 
On our return to town my mother failed 
not to communicate to her friend Mrs. 
Rebecca Johnfon this anecdote of her niece, 
^ith fuch traits of her charafter as had 
much pleafed and interefted her. She by 
no meaAS fpared the mother of this engaging 
creature i for, in my mother's judgment, 
few errors merited more reprehenfion or 
feverity^ Mrs. Seymour by her neglefl> 
not to fay diflike, of this innocent and un- 
oflfending child, had no advocate in a breall 
in which the hardeft and moft prefling 
duties of a mother were conftantjy regarded 
09 the inlets of delight* 

Mrs, 



t2tf 

Mrs, Jchn^ entered with the moft 
lively intereft into the detail; She iaid 
that ihe had^ for many years of her life> 
confidered Mr. Seymour as a fon ; and diat 
file had looked forward to him as the j^op 
of her declining days. *' His chara&er 
and conduft," purfued Ihe, ^^ warranc^d 
thefe hopes^ until I oppofed his union with 
a woman undeferving of him. He knew 
that I had neither intereft nor prejudice for 
my government i and he was dijpleafed 
that I had not for his choice the fame com- 
plaifance to which his own reafon fubmitted. 
The conviftions it has fmce forced upon 
him have infenfibly operated flill more to 
remove ui^ from each other. He retired 
into the cotintry, and there buried his di* 
ftbgiiilhed talents, and his chagrin. But I 
know the excellence of his nature, and I 
pity him : I am fure that he fufkts more from 
being the witnefs of the injuftice you have 
obferved, than even from the levity which 
dilgraces him in his own eyes as a huAand; 
U ihall be his own fault if he be not relieved 
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from this forrow at leaft. 1 will be the 
mother of this unfortunate child : I will love 
her, as I have loved, and ftill do love, herun- 
happy father, who muft remain an example 
of that mifery which a blind and felf-willed 
paffion. pan produce. This girl is the eldefl: 
of three children ; the two boys are, I am 
told, very beautiful; of courfe they wiH 
enjoy the favour of their foolifh mother 
till my nq)hew provides for their lafety by 
ren^oving them out of her hands ; and ha 
ilaughter ikall have no claims on that for- 
tune which is fo amply adequate to their 
ieducation and future eftabliihment.'' 

Mrs. Johnfon in^mediately made her pro-* 
poials 5 md the nephew, with joy, met a 
reconciliation, fb confonant to his intereft 
and wi&es* He acceded with gratitude ta 
Iver generous conditions ; aod Mrs. Seymour 
'did not even aflfed a regret^ whicb> as a 
p^enx, ihe ou^t to have blu0ied not ta 
ixave Mt. She faid the aunt and the niece 
would keep each other u\ countenwice, for 
^sy wen^ peife(^ refemblances. Mr«« Jf ohor 
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fon's London friends entirely agredd irt rtf- 
fpeO: to the precifion of Mrs, Seymour'^s 
judgment on this point. It had not occur^ 
red to my mother or myfelf, till health had 
animated. Nancy's features. Be if as it 
mighty certain it is, no compliment was 
more acceptable to the good aunt than re* 
marking this likenefs. 

When my favourite had nearly reached 
her fixteenth year, her perfon was confider- 
ably improved, her fhape having been, till 
then, defevStive. I remarked one day to 
the aunt this vifible and advantageous al- 
teration, and prognofticated that fhe would^ 
after all, turnout a pleafing perfon. " No," 
anfweced Mrs. Johnfon, " Ihe will neither 
Jbe handfbme nor genteel i for fhe will want 
height and complexion ; but, neverthelefs, 
Ihe will pleafe, my dear Mrs. Palmerftone, 
even to fatisfy your partial hopes. The 
endowments of her heart and mind wiU 
make her irrefiftible, with thofe who ftop 
not it the furface. I Ihall not, it is proba- 
-ble, live to fee her married 5 but remeffiber 
/ • - what 



what 1 now predift to you. If Nancy Sey- 
mour ever be fo fortunate as to attraft the 
notice and efteem of a man of fenfe and 
merit, he will be her captive for life. She 
•will be overlooked in a crowd ; ihe will be 
difregarded by fools : but let merit and 
woi-thi beware; they will with* difficulty 
efcape her. Her train of admirers will be 
friends, and friends for life." 
• Two or three years before Mrs. John- 
fon's death, Mr. Beaumont became intimate 
in the family. He is eight or ten years 
older than my friend. His penetrative eye 
ibon difcovered the gem in the unadorned 
caiket : he faw its mild emanations in the 
artlefs and playful imagination of ingenuous 
youth ; he faw it Ihine in uniform fweet- 
nefs ofdifpofition, and in undifguifed frank- 
nefs arid candour ; he faw it beam in full 
fplendour at the fide of Mrs. Johnfon's fick 
couch, which for months the niece attended, 
and converted to that of repofe and triumph. 
Mrs. Johnfon had the happtnefs to fee her 
beloved pupil the wife of Mr. Beaumont, 
VOL. I. K fix 
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fix or eight months before ihe died,^ — and 
from the day fhe beftowed this blefling upon 
him appeared to have no wi(h Ungratified. 
Her donation to her niece was as unlimited 
as her afFeftion ; fhe gave her all her for*- 
tune. 

Some time fince my friend was indifpofed. 
As I perceived no caufe for alarm^ and every 
reafon to hope fhe would loon recover, I 
was qualified for the coniforter of her ter- 
rified hufband* * In one of my daily vifits, ! 
found him in his wife's drtJfling-room undw 
the greateft depreffion of fpirits- He told 
me with tears that Mrs. Beaumont was worfe 
than I fufpe^ted ; that fhe had fkinted the 
evening before j arid that he had prevailed 
upon her not to quit her bed. *^ You will 
fee her,*' continued he> "and let me know 
the worfl. I muft not be deceived.'* I en- 
tered the bed-chamber of my friend with 
fome alarm. *^ Oh !" cried fhe, ^ you are 
come ! . . . I rejoice to fee you !...;. Do 
you know that I am under folitary confine- 
ment ,- and that, if I Ijad refifled, Beaumont 
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would have ordered the ftrait waiftcoat ! . . 
I calked and rattled fo much laft nighty that 
with the heat of the apartment, which they 
had contrived to make as clofe as an oven, 
I became faint, and retired hither to reco- 
ver myfelf : this the change of air effefted 
inftantly, and I returned to my poft on the 
fofa, in hopes of having eluded the vigi- 
lance of my keeper. But, fimpleton as I 
was> I fainted again like a tragedy heroine, 
and only found myfelf out when in my bed ; 
in which he implores me to remain, as 
though my life depended on my compliance- 
"Go, and make him more reafonat)le, for I 
really ftnd myfelf well.*' 

As Ihe did not impofe either on herfelf 
or me, I acquiefced in her defire to rife; 
and, leaving her for that purpofe, returned 
to gladden the defponding hufband j who, 
- trufting to my judgment of a change of 
• room being falutary for the invalid, and fa- 
tisfied that his fears had been premature, 
refumed his ufual cheerfulnefs. 
^1 now rallied -himy and laughing faid, I 
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lliould begin to fancy he was under the Influ- 
ence of a particular decree of fate; for that I 
had heard his extreme attachment to his wife 
predifted, even before he had feen her. I fiiiifh- 
ed by repeating to him Mrs. Johnfon's words, 
and the converfation which had introduced 
them. Mr. Beaumont eagerly purfued the 
pleafmg fubjeft, until interrupted by the 
entrance of his wife, who with much plea- 
fantry upbraided him with his defpotifm. 
He fondly repeated what I had been faying, 
adding, " his ftars were more in fault than 
he." She fmiled, and, turning to me with 
her bewitching grace, faid with affumed gra- 
vity, " Was this well done, Angelica ? ' The 
ignorant are happy ftill|' fays fome author 
who had nothing better to fay. But is it well 
done to ihow the captive thofe chains from 
which death only can relieve him P-^ince, 
however, he is informed of his wretched 
doom, I will let him into all the fecret — he 
ihall fee the Ipells and incantations which 
have rendered me an agent in the deep and 
dark defigns of fate.'* She difappeared, 
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and in a few moments returned -wkh the 
identical ftraw bonnet (he wore at Matlock, 
and which was not embellilhed by time. The 
air of folemnity fhe affumed, as I conceived 
for her own whimfical purpofe, and the 
white wrapping-gown Ihe wore, perfeftly 
fuited the. metamorphofis ; and Mr. Beau- 
mont and myfelf laughed heartily at her 
droll appearance. 

*^ This talifman,' ■ faid fhe to her hulband, 
taking it from her head, "was known by 
my revered aunt j but it was not her gift. 
It was furniflied hj ^^ fevere commands of 
harfh authority, who impofed it on me with 
other burthens. Virtue faw me finking un- 
der their oppreffive weight— fhe lightened 
them^ — ^fhe taught me to convert this mark 
of cold indifference into a memorial of gra- 
titude, and into an incitement to goodnefs. 
She called around her her attendant graces, 
and bade me admire real lovelinefs and beau- 
ty 5 then, breathing on that bonnet, com- 
manded me to read the talifman within, and, 
placing it on my head, bade me rule all 
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hearts. .... Reads'* faid fke to her hufbmd^ 
who held it. He obeyed • « « and read doud) 
' You are more lovdy and mor^ beautiful in 
your work of mercy than the moft finilhed 
formorfaireft facecojuld make you, The wife 
and the good will praife and love youy and God 
Almighty will approve and blefi you/—*' I 
have/* purfued fhe, *' reUgioufly preferved 
this favour of my tutelary angel. She has 
not deceived me; for truth refides with her. 
The good and the wiie^" added ihe with 
emotionj^ her eyes fwiinming in tears, *' do 
praife and cheriih me; and my gracious 
Creator has blefled me in the firft connec- 
tions of human felicity as a focial being. 
He has given to me the heart of my huf- 
band, and a fure guide for my journey 
through life. He has given me a friend, 
from whofe example I have endeavoured to 
merit this moft precious of his gifts."—— 
She took my hand. " Why do you blulh, 
Angelica ?/' faid fhe with renewed gaiety. 
" This poor man is now to be fully unde- 
ceived. Yoii may perceive he fees nothing 
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but magic in all this buiiJiiers. But look at 
that portrdt/' prefenting to her hulband my 
pidure in. miniature: " there is the force- 
rels j^ and thefe are the places of her incanta** 
tions," unrolling fome beautiful drawings in 
water-colours, of the cottage-fcene, our in- 
terview at the Temple, and feveral other 
landfcapes in which we had had our ihare. 

I was confufed, and threatened to fend her 
to her late confinement again. She laughed 
at my threats, but bade me take courage, 
for that ihe would tell her hufband the 
whole ftory at her own tinie, and in her own 
way : " and that," added ihe, " is 'not now, 
for you would ipoil it." 
* I found that her lalt fummer's ramble to 
Matlock was exprefsly taken to have views 
of thofe particular fpots which had been im- 
prefled on her fufceptiUe heart. She informed 
me that our poor girl held the high office of 
School-dame to a fcore of chubby-faced 
boys and girls. '^ But," added Ihe, " I 
have not been well ufed there. My rights, 
if they have not been invaded, have been 
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interfered with; for the grateful creature 
told me fhe had always divided, with her 
father and mother the occafional twenty 
pounds which I fent^ as fhe fuppofed I in^ 
tended ; for that the ten pounds per annum 
regularly remitted to her was fufficient to 
liipply all her wants. 

^'Buttheforcerefs," lookingatme^ "muft 
account for thofe extraordinary donations* 
However/' continued (he, "I am placable; 
and as a proof of it> tell Eliza that I will 
lend her my bonnet whenever Jhe wants if, 
and thefe drawings to copy whenever fh^ 
pleafes/' 

I know not, my dear Eliza, precifely, 
what may be your application of this fub- 
je6t. You are undoubtedly a very pretty 
girl; nay more, if itpleafe you, I will call 
you a very beautiful one. You will foon hear 
this fimple and unimportant truth conveyed 
to you, with all the exaggerations of folly, 
deceit, and fenfelefs gallantry. If your am- 
bition will be fatisfied by a diftindtion fo in- 
cid^ntal> and which is liable to nuinberleis 
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oiorttfications and finifter accideots, your 
glafs will infure to you^ and I will confirm 
its decilion, the triumphs of beauty. You 
will attraft notice, and excite envy, by the 
luftre of your eyes and the dazzling white- 
nefs of your Ikin 5 but I can hardly prevail 
on myfelf, even for a moment, to fufjpeft 
that the underftanding of my child will be 
<:ontented with a pre-eminence raifcd oa 
fuch a (light and weak foundation. I think 
it would difdain fo poor a praife, and nobly 
aflert its claims to a better and a more per- 
nlanent one ; nor fhould I be furprifed that 
. you entered into the ipirit of a very beautiful 
young woman I formerly knew. 

She had been teafed with the filly jargon 
of ofienfive praife, the greater part of the 
evening, by a young man who imagined he 
was eflfedtually making his court to her. At 
length, weary of his afliduities and fulfome 
compliments, fhe faid with arch humility, 
^' You have, fir, been very condefcending 
jn remarking with fpqh elaborate praife 
njy face and ihapei you have certainly 
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given ta them a value they had not be- 
. fore. I wilh you to know all the advantages 
which I owe to nature, in order that you 
may alfo teach me to appreciate them pro- 
perly." 

The beau protefted, that in fuch a blaze 
of beauty it was not poflible to difcri- 
minate^ but begged to hear what had 
efcaped him. " Why," replied Ihe, ^^ you 
might have feen that I had an excellent ap-* 
petite at dinner j and I do afiure you that I 
walk daily without fatigue five or fix miles, 
and fleep foundly every night." The gen- 
tleman was filenced ; and fix months after 
I heard him criticize, with mercilefs feverity, 
this young lady*s face and fliape. 
. Refufe then this filly bait, whether it be 
theofieringof felf-loveor that of the world. 
Aim. at fomething more worthy of you ; 
and, in the mean time, cultivate thofe 
graces of the heart and the mind, which will 
flourifli in old age, which will dignify ex- 
terior deformity, and flielter ficknefs and 
difeafe frem difgufl: and negledt. Be lovely ; 
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be beautiful : but be^J?, in all the wifdom of 
holinefs, and in that pvffity of heart, which 
faileth not in this life, nor in that which is 

Yours ever, 

ASTGEtlCA PAl,MERSTONE« 
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fUtttt V. 

FAMILY DISCORD, 

OR THE 

HISTORY OF EDWARD AND HENRY. 



I SIT down this morning in order to con- 
gratulate you, my dear Eliza, on your hav- 
ing taken pofleffion of your own peaceable 
apartment, after the late noify and turbu- 
* lent vifit you have been engaged in at ad- 
miral G 's. 

The alacrity with which you quitted your 
new acquaintances, and the folicitude you 
difcovered left your grandfather fhould 
prolong his ftay, fufficiently indicated to 
me the little enjoyment you had in a 
fcene of petty quarrels and obftinate con- 
tentions. It may not, however, be amifs 
to confider, my dear child, from whence 
arifes your particular diflike of the conduft 
of the young people with whom you have fo 
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lately p^flfed three weeks; and to examine 
the motives which governed your mind 
when you expreffed, in fuch flrrong terms, 
your difguft and abhorrence of wrangling, 
in your account of fome fcenes that had 
paffed at the Grove. 

You will do well to refleft on your pe- 
culiar fituation in life, without a competitor 
for the favour of your parents, without ^ 
rival in your nurfery i cherilhed by a wi- 
dowed mother, whofe pleafures and hope3 
centre in you; trained in tlie habits of 
docility; treated with complacence by all 
around you; and finally fheltered from 
every example of pernicious tendency. Is 
it wonderful, that at fourteen years of age 
you Ihould not only fhrink from a view of 
the irritable paffions, but exhibit all the 
graces of mildnefs ind a good temper?. 
But, my dear child, if you cannot find more 
ftabfe grounds for the oppofition which noMT 
fubfiUs between your character and that of 
the young people you have lately quitted, 
you have little whereon to reft your fecurir 
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tjr,or to juftify your cenfures : for it is only in 
a firm conviftion of that duty which we owe 
to God, and of the obligations we are under 
to live in peace with our fellow-creatures, 
that we can find a folid bafi« on which to 
found our pretenfions to the virtues of pa- 
tience and forbearance -, or the fecurity that 
they ^ill not fail us in the conflids of hu- 
man pafiion and human intereft. It is not 
the abfence of evil which conftitutes good- 
nefs, although the tfiind in this ftate is, like 
the well prepared field of the hufbandman, 
ready for the precious depofit deftined for 
it, and from which, when fown, he may 
with confidence expeft to reap tenfold^ It 
will be, like the field of the fluggard, barren, 
if, when the foil is prepared, the. labourer 
defift from his toil, faying, ** The ground is 
now clean ^ it is levelled for the wholefome 
dews of heaven ; it, is fenced from being 
trodden down : let us wait and fee the dz- 
tural produce : it may be, it will repay us 
for our labour by its fpontaneou? fruits/' 
Ought he tQ be furprifed that Jie faw -not 
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the rich and golden harveft waving to his 
expefting eyes ? Ought he to murmur i^ 
with the luxuriant produftions of nature, 
he faw noxious weeds and ufelefs flowers i 
And would he not, wheh the feafoh was paft, 
regret that he had not finiihed his labk>ia' 
by thofe means which alone could infure to 
him the recompenfe of it ? Endeavour then, 
my child, to reap a more folid advantage 
than that which negative goodnefs is able 
to yield* Look into tha charafter of your 
mind, and with attention fix in it thofe 
principles of action which will eltablilh it 
in* worth, in ufefulnefs, and in increafing ex- 
cellence. Blefs that Providence which by its 
merciful interpofition has prepared you for 
the duties it demands. The field is ready, 
my Eliza : it bears at prefent no baleful 
weed; it is fenced from the blights of po- 
verty, and the incurfions of all enemies. But 
it now aflcs for that feed which will fpring 
up tenfold, and with glory. Tfius prepared, 
I think you will be diipofed to read with 
advantage the hiftory of the young people 
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you have lately vifited ; and the difguft, t 
may fay averfion, which you have fo open*- 
ly manifefted, will be changed to Com- 
paffion* 

My father and admiral G -have been- 

intimate friends for many years, and ilRave 
frequently had the fatisfaftion-'^f^fliaring 
their occafional meetinjgs in (own ; in which 
I conftantly remarked -feS^ewhat more cor- 
dial and reciprocal than is commonly found 
in the cold arid- hkckneyed intercourfe of the 
world. • The admiral's employments and 
aftivity rarely however permitted him to 
Hay long with us, and his vifits were rather 
hafly calls than focial meetings. I knew 
that his lady was many years younjger than 
^himfelf^-that Ihe had an increafing faniiiy, 
and refided altogether in the country. The 
death of this lady, and the abfence of her 
hufband, carried us down to the Grove; 
your grandfather being appointed by the 
admiral to regulate his affairs during ^his 
expefted long abfence and perilous cruize. 
It is probable the admiral> in thefe prudent 
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arraagements for the baoefitof Us childrerii 
confidered the declining Hate of his lady's 
health as a feriaus argument for tjtv^ xi^^ 
ceffity of theni> and he . wiiely prepared £ot 
the event which has fince taken place. ' , 

WhenMrs. Chandler, the admir^'s fifterjr; 
informed your grandfather of Mrs, G7-; — *s 
death, fhe folicited me to accompapy him to 
the Grove, by fuch arguments as were un» 
anfwerable; and thus we becaiije her guefts, 
and the witnelTes of tKofe faults f]:^ is called 
upon to correft. 

Two or three days after opr arrival, I 
was reading aloiie inthe drefling-room ap- 
propriated to my ,uft, when Mrs: Chandler 
tapped at the doOr and bagged admittance. 
*' Are you particularly ei>gkg§d ?" faid Ihiai 
on entering 4nd obferving 'th0 bpok open 
on the table, ^^ By no means/* replied I, 
conducting her to a feat: "I was only 
amufing^ leifure hour." — '^ I am glad of 
{%'* faidflie; ^' for } long, my ^ear Mjs. 
Palnjerfto^ to open my heart to you, 
Mr. Palmerftone h^s, in ihp afCQugts which 

vol,. 1. k I have 



hi tfte tticrfhifig i a*tf I v^fflt tf6 ^cmfufe if^fli 
ytWi dft btrfmtfy trrtith' ttttjte irtp6f tahrf td 
ftrt cfiar hiolMt tUn the ftioft ^i^dfeft)^ 
of hisf«ct!ihiiift afl^^9. ^Kaii^ I nM t^ €6^ 
in9p6rturi«6 ?'"' t ^fb#d« AeJ- &( Aif Attsfen^ 
lion, a!rid ^^ mt*feffi I f6fefe irtirttteeVaf 

foTlbWsf: 

^^ Yoli ^iB be fofpf ifedi *f4dali> «o hear, 
ihat titi Within i ^W wen^ka I was an itiiich 
a ftranger in this houfe as ydwfelf. I wifh 
In the firft place fe Sccownt ibf this cftrange- 
ntent from a brother >^hc» l§ th^ pf Me^ of 
my life. Th6 akimifaJi^ lA feteftirig hi^ hdjr 
aS his ftitfaf^ Vrtfe^ v^iihed fo# My cOftCW- 
fence id i t\tb\tt whkh^ perhaps, rendered 
Kii ^oe<{ fi»fH do^btftil in fdfi»i poiMS. Sho 
#as fe^ yedf* yeuiige* thin feJfibffeHi Ml* 
had befefl onfe of toy eoitipajridns^ Pf bm a 
fehooUgJfl t l6ved H*f j but I iiiiderft«d 
her cHaraf^tefi IfA I kne<\r that neither 
education - rior riAWm tjualifled h^r for the 
#i^ Qf'$'i&^ id my brdther'i fituitic^* 
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Sia^ ^m^i^iesit k> that fteadineis of mind 
fb inAfpsfk&bie in a union of difpropor-* 
lieniite age^ : and fhe was, mofeover, ex-» 
tFomefy ej^deus, and femewha^ fretful in 
hoF temper. I loved my brother, and, a)- 
tlhougk aware of the eonfequences, facrificed 
my mterefl with him by openly ftating my 
obje£fcions to the lady. As I expefted, the 
marriage foon followed j and I became a 
ftrstnger in the family, and a folitary being 
in a world in vfhkh I had few connexions 
independent of my brother. 

'* I married in the following year, with 
the eonfent of that brother, who had not 
forgotten in his defer tion of a fifter that he 
ftood in the relation of a &ther to her. I 
^owed my hufband to Oporto. During 
my refidence there I f^w my brother feve*- 
ral times, and with plcafure perceived that 
every fliadow of offence was worn out of 
his mind. He was happy under our roof, 
and we only regretted the parting hour. 
A formal eompliment on the part of his 
wi&^ and general imelUgeoce refpeding his 
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children^ boimded his confidence^ and check* 
ed our inquiries. A vifit to England was 
never propofed by him, nor thought of by 
myfelf. Happy in my own domeftic bleff-. 
ings, and content with my brother's kind-^ 
tiefs, I experienced little inclination for a 
reunion with a woman, who had convinced 
me that Ihe had totally tnifinterprefied the 
motives of my conduft, 

"On the death of my worthy huiband I re- 
turned to my native coumry, and about three 
years ago fettled at Gloucefter, the place of 
my birth, and in the kindnefs of my early 
friends endeavoured to forget that I had once 
beenhappier. Onmyarrival,my bfother,who 
was then at the Grove, paid me a vifit. He 
entered with the moft affeftionate concern in- 
to my change of circuitiftances, fpoke of my 
hufband with the warmeft regard, and feemed 
happy in the affluence he l\^d bequeathed to 
his widow. On leaving me, after a week's vjfit, 
an air of fadnefs and conftraint vifibily ap- 
peared on his manly and open countenance. 
He fpoke of hiis wife's bad health^t byt 
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ftopped, irrefolute...Hishefitation included 
an apology which I perfeftly underftood; 
and whilft I pitied him for a referve fo op* 
polite to his nature> I loved him for a heart 
which difdained to concur with it* 

" Before he laft failed from England he 
wrote me an affeftionate letter, pleading 
the hurry of his afikirs for not coming to 
lee me. Some time after his departure I 
was lummoned to the Hot Wells at Brifloi 
by my fifter's woman. »•/ Her miftrefs was 
there, and in a dying condition/ I fet out 
inilantly, and found the fer^nt had not 
magnified the dangen The phylicians had 
loft all hopes of her recovery, and her dif-- 
folution was rapidly approaching* She lived, 
however, three weeks after I joined her. 

** You will not be furprifed, my dear ma- 
dam, that in theie moments of folemn ap- 
peal to the human heart my fifter forgot her 
late prejudices againft me, or remembered 
them only to regret them. She implpred 
my kindnefs and attention to her children i 
and direfleJ me to apply to your father, 
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iRadtm^ for jnftntfbiDiis.asd ladvtce^ ^ais ^Mtx 
ts cbejr iiecame jneoeflat-y. I (hav« frvoalod 
j«])rfeiF of iSiefe, /Md i iviH reli^iio»ifi^ pter^ 
ferm my promHe dti iregani to the nhii^ 
dren. A£br the /fbnoral I pfooeedeA hi- 
tfaer. 

^ 1 :lmd been pmpure d JfeQr my poor jfiAer 
CO expe£t mtich imegidttrky-iiii lier domeAic 
Concerns. 'Her imkh dnd fang bem i»r- 
equal to the catres »ctf « rfMii]y^ ilbe tchrl^ 
dren, ihe gave infe .to ainderflgad^ lh«d aM> 
fufiered ifroin rfihe ikme *otiie ; itnd!fliy^firft 

*' The»0ldeftfboy, Edirard, is tncrwnosfr 
foiirteeii. WemyisayoBar younger Ithan/hfe 
ivrother. The two Hrewiti&l girk wb lewins, 
near tWelve ye&re dd. The afiborthree/xce 
y^t irtiarits. My^wft ctiue Mtos to flaiow 
th^fe chil^e^ ; and to tHis tttt&l defxa^ 
Hfiined '(!o ihttve them vbout tme. iiiam fisGcm 
^he ftpft hour i ^ncsred the^haofe ^tkszIitaA 
much to refoptnj and ibmeching to .comeaifi:, 
And^referred the m(sMsTX> th^ devteJIcfixnaarit 
of their diffi^reift i;hm^ftftrs, . 
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J^e^ h^VjH^ al«f ay;P <^t)ed a$ & dlfl^ent ,|ju»^ 
a^di^'a-^^ii^ff^t ap^rtpent frpfn i^eif mp- 
,<|ier. jS» difliributujg ^ .ftPRk-pie, I W 

^ ilreft. .1 ,ha<i flpt ^fei^ed thjeir ,eftg^ 
ifyes -difcruaMiuinfg .each -pioce ^ ,it w^ 
carved round, nor .tiiflt fzSi^l remained u{^' 
^Wqlvi^,^a4ii;^i^ xeCjpe^kiffe fd^fte^- \o. an 
«9^$a{^ the}(iQ)$ra jipfei ^d jL wfii t^Wcc 
^puny ^ i^^qly^e^^^ippa tp ,fjet|?!;^in}t^ 
^ j>ftW»t, in which my gjw^n ^pa^ft^ty ,wft5 

<* Jfewy, i«HnQV«^,^,ji;Fp.c^,^^leQtly jite 
4»»s ,pi^ rofe 'J^^i the it^k» iWd diliijgjjfftt;^ 
«4, I hfii«^ j§)r ^in? r^f, frcgp 4he j^jf- 
Pfttoh v<WhiW^.ch;th)e ;<:itye<fl .of ti^if f^n- 
.tendppibafl,be^,r^mpv^,ffpm ,;l)ejr,agjit 
.andce^c^ : -byt tbev np^ ,ad>;^rt^ (Cp their 
ovm^fliq^s, Of^d the fiiipute grew .Yjariner 
^1^ tei»d§r ; fqr it -luppe^ed 'that .thefe 
ihar^^ere J)rett)^eg^^. ^Jyly troubles com- 
menced 
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menced from this moment j the reftraint 
of a few hours was forgotten ; and they ap- 
peared to corifider me as exprefsly com- 
miffioned to liften to their grievances. 
My ^ time is loft in compofmg differences 
which are never healed ; tales fabricated by 
Tefentment> hourly contefts^ and hourly afts 
of Jnjuftice and violence, are brought to my 
■arbitration, without the fmalleft difpofition 
to fubmit to its decilions. 

" I found Edward and Henry went to a day 
fchool in the village. The gentleman who 
prefides in it is the curate of the parifh, and 
much efteemed by my brother, who wiihed, 
it appears, to have left his boys folely to 
his care, he having already four pupils who 
refide with him ; but my fifter over-ruled 
this defign. I was much puzzled to ac- 
count for the conftant forbearance of Henry 
in thefe contentions, that fo much difturi>ed 
me. There feemed a fullen taciturnity about 
him, which, to me, ftrongly indicated a bad 
temper. Yet I remarked that I had neither 
complaints of him, nor appeals from him. 
- He 
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He never affociated with his brother, nor 
joined in the fports of his fifters. I could 
not imagine how he pafled his leifure time; 
for 1 difcovered that he was no favourite 
with the fervants, and never with them. One 
favourite, however, Henry had, and this 
was an old hound of his father's ; and the 
only boon he deigned to aflc me was the 
permiffion to give Nero his dinner in the 
dining-parlour. Whether he perceived any 
hefitation in my manner, I know not ; but 
he added, bluntly, * You need not fear : hb 
is too old to gnaw bones, and he always had 
his meat cut and placed by my father's fide/ 
Henry triumphed— Nero was introduced ; 
and you are acquainted with his merits, and 
admit his claims. 

'* During Nero's firft repaft in the par- 
lour, I was ftruck by feeing a malicious 
fmile go round the circle, and an air of in*- 
Crepidity and defiance on the part of Henry. 
H^ waited on Nero with the moft obfequi- 
ous attention, minced his meat, and received 
yrith evident gratitude and delight fome 

dainties 
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/car^futly givii^ hjim waW# he led him ^QUt -of 
:the boufe^ ^d to my furprifey iXaw him 
lock the door ^^ich confined his ^vouiiite to 
a dpot tt^Qt l^Fger tthan this jifQam^and Mffhigh 
117^ |(€pai:ate<^ ^-pm t)he l^r^gar court ^ .^ 

fxurpoie of f€jfti!iRg.pgriri<te«P = iti? f^ytt^ 
■key c^efoUy ifitQ fhifs fkochety retwfiediiF^ 
. hh tot, ^nd, With©^ th^fciilg W^e fqr -ray 
judul^nce^ left (the 'FQQin as '^^fqal* 

^' Some .quQftiojj)^ ,r-e%^'if^grtlieQhUjir«rU 
^wlhipfeiiCftfuaHy^fiffced onjc of r|he .i|iftidr.f§rr- 
tR»n^, Tthrew fmne ilight on ^ ifwb^6l -whiqji 
interred whUft -k »pqij]|l^jwd ©e. J^rfl. 
>Nwiej fo vgas the fupqrintend^nt ^ rifee 
gwwr® people call«d> :h^d ^iked my j>^® if- 

fion to carry them to a neighbquiting f^f jn^rJi^ 
^ drmk iriilkairf make 'hay. J found *that 
sthis ;had tbaen one jof their itipuiiemeats .dwr 
•ing thejiife . of my lifter. There were :ievQrAl 
.children in the *&mily,,and I cheeifuUy.comr 
-plied. Edwacd was of (the pany,; anddiat 
(feeing lienry at dinoei:, Jicongluded^tfagthi^ 
aseferve had yielded £OA;pieafure foiavittngri 

but 
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httt early m )the ia^emoon I iGMWchifn W93;kmg 
until jhh 'frierid Nero on the IwPti. * How 
toqppens it/ faid I to the, girl who w«$ wiA 
ane in my 'bed-^oom* ^ th&i Hinry is re- 
tabamed *bdf(Mre the «eft ©f the party ?' — ^^ JDf»r 
XDAiixnk,* anfwered -the .lo^wckxus damfel^ 
* annftar Heni»y -hfts icot been -^ith his hrp- 
Acr and .fifters!-— '.And wl^y mot?' 4e* 
manded J hfffttly «-~ ^ >Qh ! dear (niadam^ you 
<io not jfcnow whjit a woked boy he lis t 
Nunfexan tell -you fiidi>ftoj|?ie5 /ofvjhdm . . .1 
JBis ^poor rmammaj fli^fays, Qould not {bear 
'him in her. Gght, he iwa$ Q> ml&ii and &\kh^ 
torn ! and madam G — — ^wa3% fold be wa» 
the very temper^of a relation ^of^niy anafter, 
*vho had made 'her very .unhappy j ,and 'ihat 
mafter "Henry would be .her death, .for 4ie 
WHis the very 4mage of this crueLlady. . . 
' But.^urfe, madanx, can tell you all about 
him J for I haver only been here three.months: 
but I fee nobody in the houfe ioves ;him. ' 

"She was mift^en, m^y dear Mrs, Palmer- 
Hone, for J'loved him; and perhaps for a rea^ 
ion rnot. Jaetter Sounded in jiiflice :than .that 

which 
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which had Co unfortunately turned the heart 
of his mother againft him. ,From thefirft 
moment I faw him, I thought him the pidlure 
of his father : and it m^y be> yielding to this 
prepoffeflion, I am in danger of. becoming 
partial in my turn ; for it is certain that my 
intereft in this child becomes hoiiidy more . 
lively. My endeavours, in the me^ time, 
to gain his love and confidence, anfwered 
fb flowly to my wifties, that I began to de* 
ipair. He neither offended me nor courted 
my favour ; fpoke feldom, and anfwered ill 
my queftions with an abrupm'efs and referve 
which fometimes grieved me, and which 
certainly never fatisfied me. >^ 

*^ A few evenings before your arrival I V 
took, as ufual, a ramble in the park, and 
was accidentally invited into a bye road 
which (kirts it, by the (hade which it offered 
me from a brilliant fetting fun. I had not 
proceeded far in my new path when I faw 
Henry fitting with another boy on the grafs 
by the fide of a little rivulet : a very pretty 
boat, full rigged, was in the water before 

them> 
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them^ and ioft^ned to the ftump of a tree : 
their backs were towards me, and I flowly 
Approached them, Henry was bufily en- 
gaged in cutting a cork boat, and his com- 
panion was reading aloud. As I ufed no 
precaution, they heard the ruftling of my 
gown, and, turning their heads, fuddenly 
perceived me* ■ It is only my aunt,' 
faid Henry with his ufual fang-froid, and 
continuing his work unmoved. The other 
boy refpeftfuUy rof^ and bowed to me, 
^ Here is a feat for you, aunt,' faid Henry 
to me with franknefs, pointing to the root 
of a tree by his fide* ' Spread my coal: 
upon it,' added he, addrefling his compa- 
nion i who with alacrity obeyed his orders. 
J feated myfelf, not difpkafed to be thus 
invited, ^d ftill more contented to find " 
that I was not an objeft for referve or 
fecrecy^ I now admired the boat floating 
before me, which,* although not half a yard 
Jong, was a perfeft model. Henry, no 
longer the Jilent Henry, told me that Jiis 
father I^ad made it fpr him^ and that he had 

promifed 
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prcmiki him » itiecfel of tas wm Oaltp^ sit 
bis return. He thett explained to me ^ 
variora msKsuvreSj the nggiiigr5 smd t)k« 
diflference between that he was making and 
the one in queftion : then ftoppirtg abnipdy^ 
Be laid with a fignificant nod — • That is 
Frank Curtis/ Defirous of hearing the 
found of Frank Curtis's voice, I afked him 
what he was reading, holding out my hand 
for the book which he held. ^ It is,* 
anfwered he, * the Lives of the Britilh 
Admirals, madam : but my father has a 
much better edition than this,' (giving me 
an abridgment of the work, defigned for 
youth.) * I believe, Henry,' faid I fmiling, 
* you w;ould not diflike to be an admira), 
nor this young gentleman to be your firft 
captain.'—* Not half fo well,' rejJied he 
eagerly, ^ as to be his mefs-mate in my 
father's (hip :--*wh€n that day arrives, I (hafl 
not envy the greateft monarch on earth s 
for a man has every thing who has a 
friend.' 
*'He fpoke with an enthufiafm that warn»* 

^d 



ed thfy heattf find called tip a bfefh 6n thd 
ittode^ft ctmntenafict of the youth towlKwn/ 
by a dircftioft of Henry's eyes, it was 
addre^d; who How rifing, faid that ^ k was- 
late, and that his mother would expeft 
hftiiJ 

'* I rertiarked that he charged himfelf with* 
the boat, book, ^nd all Hetity's implementi 
6f his boat-making art. We now parted r 
add nljr nephew ^nd I took the road to the 
^^rk. hi our Walk the gaiety and loqua- 
Ciotifheft of inf compaftion aftonifhcd and 
amufed riie. Kfe fpofce of his friend-—* He 
had the moft brave and honeft lieirt iti the 
World.*- . .He talked <>f the curate, who waa 
his fchool-mfi^ef^ and the father of the lad. 
.4/ If thert Was a good iifian on earth, Mu 
Curtis Wis one^* 

*^ During this txTtit my pace feertied nei- 
ther to iliackle his mind nor his legs : he was 
climbing every tree in his way ; breaking 
off old ftibots ; plucking up hedge-ftakesj^ 
triinthing firft the one and then the others 
with the dexterity and ftrength of a work- 

man^ 
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man, whrlft our chit-chat went on unin- 
terruptedly. Sometimes the queftion was 
aflced when be was at my elbow, and the 
refponfe made twenty or thirty yards di- 
ftant from me, 

'* When he had colleAed nearly a wood- 
mane's bundle> I afked him what he purpo- 
fed to do with them. ^ Oh !' replied he, '^ I 
{hall l^ave them by and by, \., and foon after 
tunning to the park- fide he ihouted out^ 
'Dame Waters!' fo loud that I ftartjed. He 
repeated this name fo often that at length 
an old woman from the other fide of the 
fence anfwered and Ihowed herfelf, <Ther^ 
are feme flakes for you,' faid he, thrpwing 
his load, with ft finewy arjn, clear ov^r the 
hedge : * take care of them..,twe (hall come 
to-morrow: it is a holiday.* I now per- 
ceived th^ chimney of the Jittle cottage 
which was the habitation of Mrs. Waters. 
* Frank and I>' faid he, on joining me, ^ itne 
repairing her pig-ftye againft fhe has n pig. 
The Jaft lodger, without a tooth in hia 
head, brought the ftye about his ears.'-r- 

•You 
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* You are provident at leaft/ faid I laughmg i 

* and pray, who was this uncivil lodger? and 
who is dame Waters, who is fo much ia 
your good graces ?' — ' Why>* faid he hefi- 
lating, ' I put Nero to board with her a few 
days, juft before you came to the Grove...; 

and as for my favour... She has loft her 

only friend fince my father left the Grove. 
She wanted for nothing then — but now ihe 
is poor enough to content them.* JHe 
paufed — and, quickening his pace, whittled 
with the clearnefs of a lark the chorus of 

* Hearts of oak !'-— * You whittle better,' 
faid I afFefl;ionately, * than you anfwer, my 

dear Henry. Tell me why I have never feen 
your friend Frank Curtis, nor dame Wa- 
ters, at the Grov6, fince my arrival ...... they 

both feem your favourites.' 

*' His countenance^ my dear Mrs. Pal- 
itierftone, affumed a tternnefs of which you 
can form.no idea; his eyes ftruck fire, and 
fixing them fteadfaftly on my face> ^ Why,' 
faid he with emphafis, * if you mutt ahd 
will know, it is becaufe Frank Curtis fcorns 

VOL. J. M a liar 
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a liar and a coward : and «[ame Waterf, 
like afoolf took the p^^rt of die innocent and 
the injured/ His features fbftened^ and he 
turned from me and wept. A momentary 
filence fucceeded, ^ I will leave you noiVj 
aunt/ faid he^ looking at the houfe to 
which we approached; ^ Nero will want 
water and a turn or two / and he darted 
from me. 
" The impreffions of this eveiting were 

painful to me, and I loft no time in pfocur- 

« 

ing an interview with the good curate. I 
frankly laid before him my perplexities, 
and begged he would as freely give nie 
J^s opinion of the two boys* He ipoke 
with referve of their mother^s weak par- 
tiality ; but his difcretion could noc di%uife 
truth. 

" * The eldeft of your nephews/ faid he, 
* is a lad of the moft brilliant parts, and 
naturally hot ilUdifpo&d ;■ but he has been 
fpoiled by indulgence and unjuft preference. 
Your brother, madam, was fenfible of this> 
and wifhed to obriate the evils his good 

6 fenfe 
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i^ni^ forefew alxifl: refult from fueh a con- 
duft. But Mrs. O — -— would not lifteri 
to the propofal of their living under my 
roof> choofing rather to lofe fight of her 
favourite^ by fending him to a very remote 
fchool^ and keeping Henry at home. You 
know your brother, madam, and his ufual 
warmth of heart in favour of thofe who have 
happily gained his efteem. He preferred 
my inftrudbions. And I have reafons for 
believing that Mrs, G— r— was not pleafed 
by a refolution which in fome degfee took 
a power out of her hands : for the admiral 
informed me that they would be my pupils 
until his return, unlefa removed by a gen^ 
tieman whom he named to me, and whofe^ 
addrefs I have. 

"'They have been my fcholars three 
years. I had been informed of fome part 
of that unreafonable harfhnefs which had 
been exercifed, even in the nurfery, over 
Henry,^ and I was prepared by compaffion 
to view him with an indulgent eye. It was 
neceffary* Slow in learning, of a cold and 

uncon- 
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unconciliating temper; ftubbora and re- 
fra Aorjr ; daring, and infenfible to difgrace ; 
he met even my kindnefs with fiillen indifFe- 
tence^ and my reproofs with fturdy defiance. 
With his companions he was melancholy 
and referred i a floven in his habits, and 
carelefs of all around him. Some tranfient 
gleams of light, from time to time, broke 
through this intelleftual gloom, and I per- 
ferered. His growing regard for my fon 
Frank encouraged (ne, and I availed myfelf 
of this circumftance, to makehim more di- 
ligent, without lofing widi him the intereft I 
had gained over, him by my patience. My. 
fon is his elder by two years, and has beea 
very affiduous. I foon found the utilityof Our ^ 
mutual plans, and my pupil got forward. ^ 
'* ' I fufpeft my wife very innocently in- 
terrupted this period of improvertient and 
tranquillity. She became as fond of Henry 
as her fon, and, conceiving Ihe could never 
do enough, for a child for whom fp little 
kindnefs was flbown at home, thought her r 
firefide, or peaceful board, incomplete with- 
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out Henry, This preference highly offended 
Mrs. G— — , and gave no lefs umbrage to 
the young fquire. 

" ^ No fooner had the adriiiral left the 
Grove than Henry was forbidden to ftay af-^ 
ter fchool hours, topafs his holidays, or even 
to take a Suxiday dinner with us i and hisr 
brother was commiflioned to fee theft or-, 
ders pb^yed: which I am fprry to fay that 
hp did with rigour and incivility, 
. " ' We had however learned to make a. 
proper eftiinat^ of this noble boy, which re- 
fiftod thi$ poor malica. I promife you, mzn 
dam, I have . n^vpr met with a chara<5ler 
more decided Jn generpfity, magnanimity, 
mid integrity. It has fill the ilrong axid 
yigorqii? qualities * pf greatpefs and diftin- 
guifhed ufefulnefs. Frank yras however a 
permitted gueft at the Grovg with my other 
pupils, when it plcafed Mr. Edward to in- 
yite them : but an incident which happened 
immediately after the admiral left us laft 
fummer, fhut his doors 'not only againft 
jny fon but alfo againft his parents, Xhe 

boys 
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boys 9II went together to fifh in a neighbour^ 
bg ftream one holiday, A difpute arofe be- 
tween the brothers ; it grew warm; and the 
other boys interfered, and with one voice 
condemned Edward as the difturber and of- 
fender. * We (hall fee,' fiiid he, indignantly 
turning to Henry, * who is the aggreifor, at 
home, where I will give you a good horfe- 
whipping/ — ^ You Ihall fight me here firft,' 
faid my Frank, beginning to ftrip off his 
^at. The fleeve and his angry hafte embar-^- 
Tafled him ; and forry I am to be obliged to 
add, that your nephew thought this a fit 
moment to ftrike hini on the head a blow 
which laid him fenfelefs on the ground. 

^^ * Jlenry fpning upon his brother like a|i 
enraged tiger j and God knows what mif- 
chief was fpared by the interpofition of the 
Other boys -, who declared to me, that f\icl\ 
was his ungovernable fury, that they be-r 
lieved he would have ftruck him till he h^d 
been dead. As it ended, the young gently 
man had only his deferts. He was led home 
by feme of his companions, covered with 

blood. 
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bloody which poured from hb nofc and 
mouth J the other boys, with Henry, bring* 
ing to me my fon, ftill unable to ftand. 
■ " * The contufion appeared ferious ; but 
immediate relief being at hand happily re- 
moved our fears. Judging of the confequences 
of this bufinefs, I ordered Henry to watch 
the bedfide of his friend ; and with the boys 
I went inftantly to the Grove, Your fifter, 
madam, admitted me. Suffice it to fay, that 
the concurring evidence of fix witnefles, to 
which, unfortunately, was fuperfluoufly join- 
ed the teftimony of a poor old woman, who 
was near the field of battle, and faw and 
heard every thing, availed nothing. The 
culprit was ordered inftantly home, and 
dame Waters warned never more to ap- 
proach the houfe, 

** ' I had no authority or intereft to oppofe 
to thefe commands, and I withdrew, I can-, 
not however, madam, forbear to mention 
the feverity which from this hour was exer- 
cifed over this unhappy child; it extended 
to the privation of domeftic comforts. Ba- 

nilhed 
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nifbed from his mother's prefence, hegle<5bed 
by the fervants, and taunted by his brother 
and fillers, he took refuge with dame War 
ters ; and moft of his winter evenings were 
pafled under a thatch that fcarcely keeps out 
the rain. My wife was quite unhappy: 
£he urged me to write to tlie gentleman in 
town, and, on piy refufal, infifted on Henry^s 
coming to us, This I alfo oppofed; and fhe 
was obliged to confole herfelf-by fending, 
through Frank, who conftandy met him, 
fomething to cheer the fcanty board. 

*' * The increafing illnefs and apparent 
danger in which I faw Mrs. G . , > were 
invincible arguments in favour of the con- 
duft which I purfued. I forefaw th^ event 
. yrhich, without any interpofitionoi^ my part, 
would relieve this unfortunate child i and 
which, under any other circumftances, I 
fhould have regarded as the heavjeft mif- 
fortune which could aflail hi? youth. •••:•: 
^ ButJ find,' fajd I interrupting him, ' hqftill 
goes to his old friends : and that with the 
i^lp. of his friend -Frank he is gitib^- 

lifhing 
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lilhing her pig-ftye. Do m€ the fevpur,' 
continued I, giving him my purfe, ^ to join 
your good offices, and to fee that it does 
pot want inhabitants . • • . I muft not en- 
ter into any paft events • . . . juftice might 
be mifconftrued into cenfure , • , . Thefe 
difficulties are now done ^way in a manner 
that precludes all retrofpeftion i but this 
woman is from this very hour wy Henrfs 
care.' — He fmiled. ' Beware ! madam,' cried 
he : ' the very bell movements of the human 
heart require regulation. Tour Henry^ if 
you do not take care, will be an invader of 
the rights of others, after experiencing the 
depreffive yoke of the ufurper of his own/ 
— *I thank you,'* anfwered I : 'I will do aU 
I can tofteelmy heart againft him; but, to 
fay the truth, he is at prefent its firft coi>p 
cern. Confider, my good Mr. Curtis, the 
arrears which kindnefs owes him. ' — * I be- 
lieve,' replied he, * that he , has fagacioufly 
difcovered that you are difpofed to pay thele 
debts ; for he tells Frank you are the coun- 
terpart of his father, and no more difpofed 

to 



to liften to his enemies than he was. ' I 
know not/ fays he, * whether my brother 
and the reft of them have tried to ruin me 
with her j but I know they will if they can, 
I have only to hope that they will fear an 
impartiality which will not take evidence 
upon truft : at prefent (he is all goodnefs, 
and ftudies to make all of us happy/ 

** * I forefee, my dear madam,' continued 
Mr. Curtis, ' that nothing can end thefe 
diflenfK>ns but a feparation. Edward con* 
fiders his brother with an infolcnt fuperio- 
rity, with concealed malice, and a fearful 
fufpicion. He knows his prowefsy and he 
dreads it. Henry entertains for him a root- 
ed contempt, more difficult to eradicate from 
jbis mind than the injuries he has fuffered. 
He unfortunately has for the bafis of this 
cold and avowed fcorn, proofs of a duplicity 
at which his own. nati^re revolts ; for I verily 
believe that he would fui&r death rather than 
tcdl a lie, or betray another to fhame and 
punilhment. Thefe boys muft be parted. 
Time and maturer reafon may do much to 

correft 
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coVreft their oppofite tempers, and Ibftea* 
dotvn thcfe feuds of th^ir early days.' I am 
perfuaded," continued Mrs. Chandler, " you 
will with me adopt the good curate's ad- 
vice.'* 

*' Moft undoubtedly," anfwered I, " and I 
am happy he has fuch an advocate .... My 
father will, I am certain, concur in any plan 
Mr. Curtis thinks proper to recommend. 
The young fqutre^ as the good curate calk 
him, muft be placed in a large public fchool. 
I am much miftaken if he do not, in any of 
thefe epitomes of the world, meet with info- 
lence to check his own ungoverned vanity, 
cunning to match his poor and little ma- 
lice, and true courage and magnanimity, un- 
controlled by a mother's prohibition, to re- 
prefs, and, if he be wife enough, to correS 
his arrogance. 

** But let us not fay more of him, for I 
am too angry to be juft. We will now con- 
fider what it is proper to do with the girls ^ 
who appear equally to require our cares and 
exertions. 

« I think 
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^^ I thmk a remedy for thefe much moro 
difficult to obtam than for the boys/ ' — " Why 
fo?'* djcmanded Mrs. Chandler. "Thcy[arc 
younger, and no fuch declared violence fvbr 
lifts between them." " It may be fo," re- 
tpmied I; f ^ ^d y^et my experience has con- 
vinced x^^ that the bickerings and childilh 
4ilputes of girls contain in then[> infinitely more 
milchief than the avowed refentmer)t and 
feafty rage of boys. The firft engender all the 
mean fubtierfug<es of malice and envy ; much 
more deadly to the human breaft than the de- 
clared violatidh of moderation and felf-comr 
mand. Whether it arife from the certain deco- 
mms to which ouf fex is fubjefti or whether 
from our weaknefs to repel> or to give, the in- 
folts of blows, or any other decided proof of 
anger — but fo it is, we appear to indemnify 
ourfelves for this forbearance, by an irrecon- 
cileable and concealed enmity, which feeks 
its pleafure in detraction and malignity. I 
am forry to difcourage you, but I think you 
will have much more trouble with your girU 
than with your boys. Nor muft.you, my 

dear 
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dear Mrs. Chandler, confine your attention td 
the two eldeft. The two yoiingeft, although , 
diey cannot reckon between them more 
than twelve years, exhibit alj^eady the force 
of example, and the pernicious confequences 
of neglcft. I have liften^d to your narra- 
^tive'j now do you liften to mine. It will yet 
ifxplain to you fome of the myfteries of our 
hero's conduft. 

'* You left me yefterday morning with 
my father to meet the admiral's attorney* 
On your ftepping into the coach I returned 
to the breakfafl-parlour ; and our girls, 
with my woman, followed the carriage, as 
had been agreed, in order to have a walk, 
and then a ride home with you* I took up 
3 book, and it engaged me till a piercing 
fcream ftartled me* I rofe with hafte, and 
iaw on the lawn your two little damfels 
eagerly contending for a kitten, which one 
grafped at arm's length, whilft the other, 
unable to reach it, was tugging at her fif- 
ter's hair. The [complaints of the kitten, 
who appeared to fuffer, were loft in their 

clamours* 
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ckfDCurs. I was on the point of flapping 
to its relief, when Henry with the fpeed of 
an eagle pounced Upon them from the 
Grove* He took the kitten from his fifter^ 
placed it in his bofom, and faid with the ut- 
moft compofure, * Now, young ladies, fight 
k out;* and walkied away. 

*' They followed him fome paces, filling 
the air with their cries ; and then went, as 
I judge, to lodge their complaints with Mrs. 
Nurfei for I faw them no more. Your 
itiaid attended me at the toilet, and I men- 
tioned the young ladies' quarrel 3 faying I 
hoped they had not hurt each other* * Poor 
things 1' anfwered flie, * they have been 
crying all this morning fdr their kittto: 
t matter Henry will never bring it again, for 

he delights in teafing them/—' It feems,* 
replied I, * they delight in. teaflng eacK 
other ; and I think their brother will dm 
well to remove from them the fubje<5t of 
their contention/ — ^ Oh! madam,' returned 
Ibe, * you do not know this wicked ioy» 
Murfe has been telling me this morning 

fuch 
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fuch things of him ! When his dear mo* 
ther was dying at Briftol, he quarrelled with 
his brother, and beat him cruelly— only for 
tying a piece of paper to old Nero's tail. 
He faid it was a fquib ; although mailer 
Edward declared it was not : and Nurfe fays 
Ihe will fwear it was only paper. Indeed, 
madam, he is a very bad boy ! But ray lady 
will foon find him out/ 

" Yes," exclaimed Mrs. Chandler, the. 
tears gulhing from her eyes, " yes : bleffed 
be God! I have found him out---under 
all the oppreffive indignities of unmerited^ 
prejudice, nobly fuftaining himfelf, and 
nourifhing thofe virtues which will render 
him the honeft pride of his father and friends* 
How often have I heard mine exultingly 
fay, when my brother's rifmg merit was 
fpoken of, that he.had predi<Sted it! and 
that the defender of his country had begun 
his career of glory by being the defender 
of pigs and jack-afles/' 

** H^ could hardly have found a better 

evidence,*' 
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• evldttlce^'' replied I; *^ for the truly bravd 
arc always humane." 

A piercing fcream now reached us from 
the adjoining apartment : — it wasyour voice, 
my Eliza^ uind I fprang with breathlefs 
terror to yoUr afliftance. You ran into my 
arms^ and hid yoiir face in my bofom^ 
Afliii^ of your fafety, I furveyed the 
fcene before me. On one fide ftood the 

intrepid mils Anna G with inflamed 

cheeks and fwollen eyes, heedlefs of the 
blood which was flowing plentifully from 
her hand, and ftreaming down her white 
frock. On the other ftood Mr. Edward 
with unpitying regard, holding the weapon 
of ofience and contention in his hand. This 
was a finall knife, to which it appeared 
both of them had claimed a rights and 
which both of them had maintained, till 
the accident gave it into the pofleflion of 
Mr. Edward. But this by no means fettled 
the queftionj mifs Anna clamoroufly and 
obftinately perfifting that the knife was hers, 

and 



and Edward,' without the finaHeft compunc- 
tion, as vehemently declaring that it was 
his. ^Me had bought it arid paid for it, 
and his fitter might find another where (he 
pleafed ; for (he ftiould not have that to 
cut pencils with.' Poor Mrs. Chandler's 
meek and quiet fpirit funk under this alter- 
cation. She looked at me, ftioofc her head^ 
and burft into tears. 

To relieve her, I coldly defirfed mifs 
Helen to cdl Mrs. Nurfe to bind up the 
wound : this probably reminded mifs Anna 
that flie had one, and flie now bewailed it 
with fobs and lamentations. 

During this • time my attention was fre*- 
quently diverted by the young perfon who 
ftill clung to my breaft ; • and who alked 
me twenty times, in a low trembling voice> 
^^ Is the wound deep ? is fhe very much 
hurt ? does flie ftill bleed ? ** For forry 
am I to obferve, that you approach rather 
too nearly to thofe ^ who if they do look 
on blood will faint/ Thus, however, 

VOL, I. K concluded 
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concluded the btifinf &gr ^ I ^h^ never 

^ Popr Mts^ Chi3idfer*$ police was opce 
ajQre pm tQ the tri^, oa the roof iiii* F^e- 
C^ffift^ tbM of opx departure. Purkg 
j(Wr wa^ fa^ilor^ bfcakf^ft,. with your 
gf ^faj;{Hef >^ 1}a? wa,$ called ^|K>s^ to fettle a 
4ii|HH:^. l^twqeA tl^. two ddeifc glrk I was 
juft defcending into the.gftfdefl, when they, 
f atffi^d 1^ bathed in tears. I followed 
tfy^ tp l;he:a]coveb end ibunid them fitdqg 
^hhI ftiUj imieepiipig. I afl^ed them witb^ geoc- 
t4^nf^». what had. difturbed 4>em; and 
Helen told me thai; their aunt had iafbrme^ 
thf^m that inormpg of Mr. Falxnerftone's 
s^ h^r inteock^ of placi^ them at sk 
^oardiing^i^hQQl; : ^ And oialy thu^^ ma-* 
dam^" addedr Ibej fobbing, ^* we ai?e to be 
ii;^ diflfere^t fchqok! Piray intercede for us^"^ 
•^" I ^m very ferry," replied I, '^tlut? it. is- 
npt iA mjr pqwer to oblige you in^ all things^i 
bttjC I €^njdi;dy concur in. your aunt's^ wife 
reJQ^lutiom Siftsrs wha do z^t* livei ii» 

mutual 
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iRXktat fovtf and kn£ntti toge^hef, livfe in 
nilftuaF dtf^face: lome years^ Hence, yoti 
#iir, I R6p8, dilfeb\^er tSns' truthy arid fefleft 
thtft hafefc Kais' ^ftfr atMed to the domMti 
ttei of bfcbd a'j^nEar and ^ndfeaHrig bond 
6f union: bitwfeeA^ ybtf two;" 

TheyRmi*g^(ft)N;^ntReiTheadir: lfa^t3iei^ 
hearts^ w6re foft^htid by the feat' of bfeihg; 
feparated. ^^ TRie hM h^altft 6f yotilr mam- 
ifea, "^ c6ntihtj6a I, "' forced* Hei* to coh^gn 
f&ir to iSk€ czt& of thbfe iii whom Ihe had? 
cohfidericej for your perfonal fafety aric? 
irantis. Th^f# iirisy P doubt nbt. Have 
been faithfSfly difcHai^ged. But pemrn iile 
fo obftivef that tMy have oitiitted otBers 
fHott import)irit-^'n6t' with defign; but 
tfhrough^ waafai^fs* arid inability. In re- 
dreffing th6 iilconveiliences that have arifen' 
from yout diildilh disputes aiid p^tty cori- 
tt^tions', Aey. have only corifidered their 
owntempdrarjiSrdlieJfandtrajiqiiillity. They 
hav^ ndt' endeavoured to correft \i\ your 
mM^ thofer propedfities whidh led you fa 
oft^rii and fo <KfgraBcrfuIly, to violate tlie law . 
5 ©f 
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of God^ and the dilates of nature. Thus the 
habits of contradi£tion« thus the felfifh andex* 
clufive demand, thus the reientment prompt 
to meet offence, and the ipirit of unforgivenefs, 
has ^ grown with your growth, and ftrength- 
cned with your ftrength/ But, my dear young 
friends, neither your almighty Creator, nor 
the world in which you now live, will tole- 
rate this temper* Your own hearts will re- 
volt at it ; for I cannofc bring myfelf to the 
belief that there is a child on earth who 
could refufe herfelf the fatisfadion of con- 
templating the pifture of a family united 
by kindne{s and mutual good will--^ 
family in which all found indulgence .for 
common errors, and help for common wants* 
I ihould be difappointed and grieved, if I 
did not fee^ a^ 91 this moment, the tears of 
fympathy flow at fuch a reprefentation." 

The girls wept in filence. . ; /^ Sincerely 
do I mflij*' continued I, " that I could, in 
refpeft to you^ perfect my fketch (till more. 
Would that I could prefent yokr matber 
joyfully prefiding over her family of love!-r-' 

But ' 
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But you hzyez father: and what is to be 
the recompenfe of his fatigues and toils ? 

what his reward for the anxieties of his 

• 

parental 'heart ? Is it to be a difcord more 
diftreffing to him than the attacks of the 
public enemy ? Or ftiall he, at his return, 
find peace in his own houfe i Shall he have 
the profpeft of fecurity for his children, in 
thofe bonds of amity and love, that alone can 
flielter them in a world to which even at 
this moment they may be expofed, and to 
which, under the moft prolperous events, at 
a future period they certainly will ?.... Mur- 
mur not then at your aunt's prudent re- 
gulations. You will, each of you, in your 
reQsieAive deftinations, learn to value as 
you ought a filter's love and a fifter's in^ 
dulgence. The experiment will be unplea- 
fant ; but it will be your own fault if it be 
not profitable. I wifh to prepare you for 
it. Be aiTured that in a fchool your com- 
fort will depend on your temper. Every in- 
dication of a petulant and quarrelfome one 
will meet with powerful oppofition and num- 
berlefs provocations. A girl who cannot 

yield 
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yield to the f^ueflrs and thp^UJiie$ q(th\ttf 
or forty her awn h^adi^rong will^ refefpUts 
9^ wafp who fhall dare tp attack tl^e numerQ^ 
^;uard3 of a bee-hiv^. 3he may percb^qpe 
fting fqxTiej pne in thp Uflpqual pombftt* 
but ibe >KfU infallibily ipeet with piiniflam/eDf: 
which ^ill efie&u^l^y difarm h^r." {r^fp t^ 
depart, ^i^bjdued by iny difcpyf fct^ |b« poor 
girk implor^ my pity, and pr^inifed ihpy 
lyould never i)jive apy morp 4ifpy^s. THpy 
hpgge^d fo h^rd npf ;q b^ feparated, that I 
reientftdj and eng^f d tp fp^ ip |h^ir ^ 
your> on condition th^t they h^ci ha qw^: 
ri^s from that hour to t]beir Ifaying tte 
Grove. 

^our grandfather, the evening befe» pur 
departure, e^^aiQined Mr. Edward's pre(i|T 
fipns tp learning. He had with oiurfelvfis 
&pn fever^ tia3i^ • hits inArudor and his 
family, a^d ^9^ prepared to find fidwar^ ad* 
yanced H§ tells sig that hU acq.uiirements 
?2(x:eeded his-ejfpf dlations, p5Jt;*icubrly ia 
t^tin } and th^^e i^opld hajve been liberal 
in his commendations^ had he not.perceived 
they were top fecurely expefte^ Hq ior 

formed 
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fbrmed him of hi* ititention of j)la<ilttg hi A 
^t X^iftchefter fchool, htid ftdded fuch ad^ 
^ke as he judged nedeflary. Th* boy Mt 
th^ mild fuperiority of wifdofrt^ ind wiA 
l^oufciou^ &dfne acknowledged ^^ he ttn^ 
t«ted repmof. « ThalC is fufficfeft^/* ftld 
my father: *♦ a fon worehy of itty friend ad- 
miral Q-*^-*^ will btufh to commit a feamd 
time liicfe fmh^ which he ha& odce 4:<m*- 
lef]&d 10 be loprehenfible i and to wear wi^ 
honour his naote^ you muft fiAd other erie'- 
cnics thaa a irotkfr^ and a c^^smnt aiktagonift 
ixQVBLZ. fifiir^ Your enemies^ fir^ muft hs 
dioieof your ga}lant ^ler» addtHey art 
dm enemies of hii country and of hnmanky : 
and fu&r mevhSft 1% tKatetenft//i6^ 

fldEmirai G ' -> ' teaches the leixxr^ of gen04 

rafiqr and b^f^vofen^a" £dw^d was af-^ 
&fted. f& begged of my father \m kind 
nnediacion betwe^ him ami his brother^ 
and his enAsavours to dFe& a recon&Uiadoa 
which he earneflly wifhed. 
. Afistt: fbpper, you will recoUedy your 
graod&tfaier and tht lad$ w^t t^ the library; 

I am 
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I am fdrry to finUh my ilart-fttive with a trait 
in Henry's character which ought to lefiea 
him in our efteem. My father^ in the moft 
afiefting terms, reprefented to them the un- 
liappy efieds that would infallibly arife 
from the declared enmity which then fub«^ 
iUted between them. He fpoke of. Ed- 
ward's contrition, and wi0xes of reconcilia- 
tion, and prefled Henry to meet with cor- 
.diality his brother's profiered friendfhip. 
" Mr. Pahnerftone," faid he with a firm- 
nefs bordering on ftemnefs, ^' I hate to 
quarrel ... As a brother ,1 would wifh to live 
nke a brother. I never envied Edward in 
my life a fingle &vour or advantage ....God 
blefs him!. ..and mav thefe never belefs!... 
but as a friend I difclaim him i for my na« 
ttire muft change ere I can feel for him the 
lentiments of one .... My fether, fir, will 
provide for me and that friend who has, 
perhaps, faved me from deftruftion. We 
fhall want but little. Whilft I have half-a- 
crown in my pocket, and bread for the day, 
I will not remind Edward that he has abro«^ 

therj 
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ther ; but Ihould he want it, I wiD Ihare that 
pittance with him." Edward, with ftream^ 
ing eyes, endeavoured to catch his hand^ 
imploring his pardon, " You have it,'* laid 
he unmoved, ^^from my foul. As a brother ^ 
there is my hand \ but I cannot deceive : 
we are not made to be friends."....On fay- 
ing diis he ru£hed out of the room. My fa- 
ther affiired me that this boy's intrepidity 
impofed upon him for a moment, and he 
forgot the obduracy and inflexibility of his 
temper, in the admiration of his calm and 
fteady fpirit. 

** At length you fee,'* faid he, turning to 
the affli&ed Edward, "the brother whole 
heart you have hardened by the indulgence 
of yoiir ielfifh and petulant pafBons. Re* 
member what I now tell you : Every year 
you live, you will have additional reafon for 
your piiefent bitter regrets, unlefs, by a for- 
4^earance and fubmifllon you have hitherto 
neither known nor wilhed to know, you 
can conciliate the heart of this noble-minded 
youth. Place his prefent difpofition to the 

account 
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iccomt Qf that ii^tiftice of wfiich he hat 
been che iiuiocent viftim ; and only find m 
U$ tefmtXjpcBt, if it be poffible^ the invalu- 
able price of his love and friendihip* Leam 
frMi k to knew that it is only fie vortbleji 
who will bear infuk and contempt : thefe 
(td that they deSBtve ibeir awn. ..But be 
affiiWKt that the mind which refts its datms 
pn its Wftk ifitemal conviAion of their being 
^yft> will not eafily bend to that weaknefi 
which has forgotten or refn&d them. Your 
fittheHs in&ien£e> time» and^ above ail, yoor 
delire of his friendihip, will, I am certain, 
Ibbdne hism And there is no evait of tn-« 
fffoiperotts fortune that wiU not, in my 
^fnniQn, be amply overbalanced by the re<» 
am of that a&Aion of which yoahaive nonoF 
Ifi vegiet the abfenc^ : it. is aubove all cai-r 
cidation.'' 

I have tasm Kttk more to add, diarr the 
vegidatioiK which are to take pkee isi thd-. 
coirrfe of a month. Mrs. Chandler takes 
hofoe with her dhe three yoongeft cfaikiren, 
with the in£uit's nnrfe^ who pleaies her. 

All 
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All dbe otto* domefti^a wiU fae diidurgfiQ, 
except the gaf ^enerapd iiis fon, vho am m 
occupy th^ lodg^. Q^ma Wafers and Nero 
afie fiofakecafeofifa^houfe. Hemywittfap 
as happy a^you mihhm to htemtkhkfws^ 
the good Curtises; and where^ I doubt 
not, the harfh features of his mmd will be 
meliorated by the example and precepts of 
Mr. Curtis. Edward and his filters are to 
pafs fome weeks with us, before they enter 
info their deftined fchools— -your grand- 
father kindly hoping that they may, if they 
choofe it, make the vifit ufefiil to them- 
felves, and not unpleafant to us. 

We will meet the benevolent purpofes 
of his heart, my Eliza. We will endeavour 
to convince thefe tnifguided young people» 
that love and harmony are the chief fup- 
ports of that edifice in which human hap- 
pinefs is to repofe. We will do more : we 
will teach them that they are not only a 
fecurity for peace and enjoyment here, but 
the qualifications which will be neceflary in 

that 



that fixture ftatie where all is love ; and in 
which no turbulent paffion> no unfubdued 
]:efentiiient> no felfifli gratification^ can find a 
place. . In that blifsful abode may you re- 
o^ize your affectionate mother^ 

ANGELICA PALrtERSTONil 
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THE BALL, 

OR THE 

HISTORY OF MISS CROSBY, 

It muft always be a matter of ferious re* 
gret to me, my Eliza, to find any occa&oii 
of mixing, with that advice and inflniflioa 
in which I have both pleafure and comfort 
admonitions painful to you : but you are of 
an age fully to undeiftand, that in no one 
ihftance of my maternal cares can I give 
you more undeniable proofs of my afiedion 
and folicitude for your happinels, than by 
thofe reprehenfions which place before you 
the errors and faults of your youth and in- 
tonfideratenefs. ^ 

You afked me, a few days fince, with an 
air in which I perceived much more ®f 
petulant anger and vexadon than. of friend*; 
ly concern, f if I could guefs at the caufe 

of, 
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of fflifs Fearnhead's ftiunge behaviour; (or 
that, for ibme dayry ihe hftd refufed to walk 
with or vilit you as ufual ; tha't> v/h^n you 
had accidentally met hef^ die was referved 
and cold in her manner^ and> as you thought^ 
ftately/ 

I anfwered your querfidn by dbferving 
< that I had never f^the fmalleft indica^^ 
aonst of a oapAdefiw t^mf^r. m mift Fear^^ 
heaA'y that I Ikad^ obf^f ved^ oj^ the eoHtrary^^ 
vrnferm) kinkkef^ and' ftriftting proo&of hfep 
attflxthm^t tx> you > and th&t- 1 thdt^fy^ re* 
comifieaded' tso youv coilfidieracUm' txy ikilt 
m your owfir conkkidf^) leather thdh in* bersy 
for the reafcmsrof Her .29parent\c5ldn^fs alid* 
gftfah g tM U BB i / You* w6fe Sie^tty and I Hat- 
tiMled'Biyfeff that I Had- fmd ^l that wa^ ne- 
ce0&ry : btt^ I iVaa niiftakeai 

Y«fterday naorning I raie^ed' the fubj/eAi' 
by afking you^ what had been die refblt o€ 
Afe inquhTT which t had r^cothniji^nfled 
Adati^^tb mi&JFbamheadt Yoiii blufhedy 
bll0ir%ai( with refentment : and you replied> 
trltfe sr- difiiaiilful'tais> o£ your heitdp ^ tka€ 
. ■> you 



you knew of itothing which foii had 4om . 
fiey oSe^d mi^s FettiaimstAi that Aie ^ per- 
kd^y right ^ pl^jfe her jelf on a^ po^ 
which you were m i&O' wiie mclkied to dasf^ 
putei iar ih$^ a ftiidied n^le^b ma lan^ 
fua&reraWe.* Were ycm awsur^ my«liiiW> «t 
that moment^ tkud your mother'^ afilfbnoe 
was n^Gefiary^ ill er^ir roenajbieyptttoMa** 
lyfetfa^thc^v^ts whtqh locr rapit% ^ 
ea^ed your own* judgnnctit? Were)i!0t»4wam 
thait you were yielding up Ho your aiigrjr 
|ta(5oia8 your rcafon>> jwidevcn the ccmvic« 
tions. of yoitr confckace ? Is' it not mm 
that y^u . ^iftoYered^ hf one ^iK:e mm 
yc^r ffiM&d^ that fel&examinadon wouki m^ 
&Uibly bi^g fe]f*accu{ai^on ? Youihrunk 
froffv diia tfial- ; prelemag> on- the. weakeSi 
ground, tOr b¥ angry with your firie»d, ra- 
theZB ^D^ bn the moil hlid, to be di&tis- 
fied with f(M^{e^. But, tny Elisay dm 
]^oos evaiioa wilj^ not do : fomeching llili 
afda^onUh^ft you-^, that aJl is not aa it ^ig;h^ 
to be : and I warn yqui, thac your wili be yeft** 
I1Q& Md uneafy xintil that frienc% monitor is 

content* 
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content I nrfU add my voict to its faithful 
fuggeftions, and I will tell you a plbun trt th. 
By your preient conduft, you are unjuft to 
yowrje^ as well as to tnifs Feamhead, You 
are colouring a miftake of youthftil inexr 
perieoce and heedleflhefs with the tints of 
ingratitude and fuUen ill-humour. I am 
confident, fix>m my knowledge of the natural 
integrity of your mind, and the ingerfuous 
fimplicity of your nature, that this charge 
will very fenfibly wound you, and poIBbly . 
you may be ftrongly tempted to doubt of 
my penetration, and to accufe my juftice. 
But this fubterfiige will not laft : like all 
impofitions which cheat us under the fern- 
1>lance of truth, the honeft and fimple will 
foon deteft the borrowed garb, and the fel- 
lacy concealed underwit. You will foon 
return to that docility of fpirit, and to that 
influence in which you know you are fe- 
cure. You will truft a mother with thofe 
intereits, and that happinefs, whiph are dearer 
to her than her own life. 
Let us then difpaflionately call before us 

dl 
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^11 the circumfl:ancJe$ which inSm^iately 
preceded mifs Fearnhead's change, of be- 
haviouh Jjet us endeavour to difcover the 
real motives which have produced a con- 
duft fo uncxpefted, and fo much refented 

by you. 

You were permitted ofl your birth-day 
to invite your own guefts ; the charge of re- 
ceiving them and entertaining them de^ 
.volved on you, I was one of thofe guefts ; 
and I conditioned for no duty beyond that o£ 
enforcing your orders, if neceffary>with fer- 
vants whofe pleafure it is to oblige you. 

I was not diflatisfied with your little em- 
barraflments on receiving your vifitors as 
they re(peftively entered the drawinjg-room. 
I know that the native modefty of youth re- 
<iuires time and habitual praftice, to falhion 
•the manners to that eafe and elegance of 
deportment which diftinguilh a polite and 
well-bred woman. Your timidity^ although 
m fome degree awkward^ was accompa- 
nied by civility and good will ; your atten- 
.tion was general and courteous i and your 

.VOL. I. o baflifulnefs 
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bafli&Ine& (Appeared with the firft cere* 
monies* 

I faw with pleafure every (set dreft in 
rmiles> and every eye IparkKng with ddight: 
The formal circle was broken^ and in hud-^ 
died and joyful groups you confulted tOr 
gecher about what Ihould be the amufe- 
menc of the evening. Cards were unani- 
inoufly rejedted -, and all with complacence 
lii&ened to your propofa] of ihowing them 
X game with maps and geograf^ical cards; 

The door opened> and the fervant an- 
nounced the two mifs Naflies. In an in*- 
ftant you difapp^red^ in order to qieetp them 
io the anti-chamber^ and you returned 
K^ your other de&rted guefts with more 
ammated pleafure> and hanging fondly on 
the arms of th^ ftrapger^. Inftead of intro^ 
dttcing them to thofe youl^ people who did 
.iiot know them> (and of thit^ number was 
your; lofig iUedled friend mifs Fearnhead^) 
you fought a vacant comer of the apart- 
mentj and placed yourfelf between your 
new favourites^ apparently forgetful thstt 

any 
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any befides yourfelves occiTpied any othef 
part of It. . Engaged by your whifpering 
and tkterrng companions, it entirely efcaped 
your obfervation, that you, had impofed fi- 
lence on the reft of &te company, that they 
had reaflumed their ftats, and in awkward 
conftraint waited for your recoUeftion of 
them. Some, from good fenfe and dJfap- 
probation of your behaviour, fhrunk into re* 
ferve: others, reprefTed by the fuperciKous 
looks of the newly arrived vifitors, and by 
your negleft, felt uneafy and looked abaflv- 
cd. In this unpleafiint fufpenfion of all en- 
tertainment and focial pleafure, yourjrknd^ 
Ifabella was Fruitlefsly effaying by her looks 
to recall you* to yburfelf and to your duty, 
and with admirable addrefs endeavouring 
at the fame time to divert the attentioi> of 
the young ladies from too cloSs an obfer^ 
vation of the impropriety of your conduft. 
The piano-forte was opened, the mufic 
turned over : no one chofe to play or to 
fing, Mifs Fearnhead loft her time and 
her patience : flie lidW approached you, ** I 

believe. 



•believe, my dear Eliza/' faid flie, *' that 
-your friends are waiting for you : can I 
fetch the cards which you mentioned, or 
will you?" With carelefs indifFerence you 
replied, ''They are in the drefling-room : 
the iervant will find them on the table." 

One of your mifs Naflies prevented more 
by whifpering in your ear, with her eyes 
fixed on the fweet though difturbed counte- 
nance of Ifabella. Your anfwer implied the 
queftion, and diftinftly reached my ear. "A 
good fort of a girL,..very good-natured,».. 
a netghbour."....Mifs Fearnhead, clofe at 
*my fide, looked down, retired inftantly, and 
mixed with the other young people. To 
this g$od Jort (f a girly to this neighbour of 
no account^ was mifs Palmerilone indebted 
for all the exerdons of good breedings and 
good fenie> in which ihe herfelf was fo 
deficient. . • .Her gaiety enlivened the re- 
mainder of the evening. A (pirit of reta- 
liadon arofe in the bread of fome, and in 
others the defire of amufement ; and with 
the happy* expedient of drawing the pro- 
files 
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files of half the company frqpi the fhadow^ 
mifs Fearnhead fucceeded in making them 
perfeftly indifferent to the donor of the feaft, 
and unmindful of her partial adoption. 

When left to ourfelves, you aflced your 
friend *how (he liked the mifs Nafties?' 
—"I do not know them," anfwered ihe 
gravely. Without obferving the air or 
the tone with which this reply was made, 
you expatiated warmly on the wonder- 
ful merits of thefe young ladies $ their 
beauty, their air of &ihion, and above all 
their wit : they were lively beyond ex- 
prefliqn. No comments were made. We 
retired, with your kifling your friend, and 
faying^ that flie loo](:ed tired.' 
^The next morning I did that which you 
ought to have done. I thanked mifs Fearn- 
head for her delicate and kind confidera- 
tion J marked your omiffions, and did not 
forget your rudenefs to her, and your in- 
attention to her good ofBces^ engagmg that 
the time was not diftant when you would 
moft fenfibly feel and acknowledge^, your 

fault. 
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fwk. '^ I ^m^madaiR,'' Said this fweet and 
•miable girl^ '^ perfe^y convinced that it 
will be as you fay. Eliza had no intention 
to offend me, and I fhouid bhiih to be of- 
•fended by a behaviour which I £onf<^i5 vexed 
t|ie. I wifhed to have prevented this» not 
pjrefuming on my better knowledge, but a$ 
being her friend, | am two years old^ than 
^iza : it is not furprifing that I am ibme- 
what more fedatc—My friend,'' added fhe 
Imilingt ^ - was abfeiH : it was my duty to 
fu|^ly her place- '^ 

I believe you will ei^ped: to .hey,.. after 

i^s, that it w^ I who preicribed the con* 

.4u6): which mifs Feamhead ius fmce oh-- 

ferved; for mifs Pak«erito«e h not yet re. 

4urwd. -i*v , . 

We will now, in order to prepare for mis 
nfUfT'tfi inquire into the pnetenfions of the 
ladies who have thus, allured you from your- 
felf and your iofptv friend.^ In this inquiry, 
wie will filently pafs over the indecorum of 
any marked preference of guefts in your 
own houfe and at your own table, where 

neither 
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•neither rack nor mfluence tmft ckift mim- 
cjkifive right to any beyond the eftabH&ed 
rules of precedenqr. We witt w^rftoe ouf ^ 
felves limply to die qtaeftion of * What is 
their tide to your particular foirour and no^ 
tice^ where?* Ithiuk you tnet tbefe 
young ladies twice or thrice at fir George 
F^rfield's in ComwaJl^ whilft we were with 
Jady W ' * -J and you have feen them as 
often lince their being in town. Yx>u wifh- 
ed to Ihow them fome civilides : and you 
were fright ~a5 they form a part of your 
general acquaintance^ an9 as they are known 
to fodne of jout firieods. 

HusLve you- A pneciie idea of what your 
grand£uher means, when widi' an ironical 
air he talks tA^frttty mffesV i think yon 
would, in an Jiour, have difcovered in thefc 
girls two of them, if you had fiiUy compre- 
hended his iarcaftic appellation. Do 70a 
find in them any of thofe qualities which 
attraft his approving fmiles ? Do yoti find 
any of that amiablenefe at which we have 
it^n him meit into tears, a« it brought to his 
* recol- 
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recollection that of his deceafed fon^ your 
fkther i You have, indeed, my child, been 
ftrangely mifled 1 We will now endeavour 
to ailimilate your new favourites with Ifa- 
bella : but the oppofition in their chara6ters 
renders this no eafy talki Tor where (hall we 
look for any refemblance between the unaf- 
fuming and mild virtues of mifs Fearnhead^ 
and the pertnefs and conceit of the mils 
Naflies ? In faft, th^y have not one feature 
in common. They would ihrink from a 
eompetidon with her, even for external ad- 
vantages } and, iilly as they are, they would 
feel too fenfibly her fuperiority, to enter the 
lifts on the fcore of mental endowments. 

We have, however, only one more ftep 
to make before we fhall deted the latent 
Icauie which has, for a time, feduced you 
into a forgetfuln^fs of thofe principles Which 
you have been taught to confidex" as the 
only fure guides in your adoption of friends 
and companions., We ihall find |his cauft) 
in the poor and cfeangeling offspring pf the 
human mind, . Vanity ; this childifh and 

craving 
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craving inmate of the heart, which Reafon 
laughs at, and could, by a fteady look, awe 
to annihilation j and to which, neverthelefSj 
ihe fo frequently and fo abjeftly yields up 
her power, and fubmits her authority. Yes, 
my Eliza, your vanity has difgraced your 
underftanding. You accompanied lady W — 
tx) fir George Fairfield's in an elegant car- 
riage adorned with a coronet^ and attended 
by two fervants. Your drefs and appear- 
ance, and, if you will, include mine, did not 
difgrace this equipage. The mifs Nafhes 
were in ecftafies with mifs Palmerftone, her 
Ijondon fafhions, and her new dancing- 
fteps : but they did not forget themfelves 
in their admiration of you. They talked of 
their papa's park, their mamma's jewels, 
and an Irifh peer who was their firft coufin. 
Thus was the firft foundation laid of your 
mutual partiality. 

In London you perceived thefe girls af- 
feding all the airs of importance which 
folly annexes to the title of heirejfesy over- 
. looking to-day thofe whom they had ac- 
knowledged 
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knowiedgcdthe dty before; ceiifideBtly and 
• Jiayghtily pretending to and nfligmkig plaoe 
and diftinftion with their equals ; infoler^ 
intimidatirig the meek wd the moddl, by 
their rude a«d oontemptuous looks aod 
jnarked indifference to ail but the felefted 
favourite of the hour. 

Have I charged thefe traits too ftrongly ? 
I refer you to the ball at Mr. Foriefcuc's, 
and I cheerfiilJy rdt my .caiKlour on the 
judgment you will pafs. You were, how- 
ever, tlieir idol that evening, and very much 
elated by the diftinftion. I was forry for it ; 
becaufe I was certain that you were prepare- 
ing for yourfelf a mortification to which you 
had iitherto been a ftranger. You wepe 
perfuaded that the decided preference of the 
fliowy and lively mifs Naflies gave you can- 
iequeiace in the eyes of your friends ; and I 
was diverted by obferving the air of pro- 
teftion you affumed with one or two of 
thofe whom you wiflied to partake of your 
good fortune. You copied the tone and the 
manner of your favourites j became fatigued 

when 
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whea ihefy chofe to hejtired a were n^gligmt 
in the dance ; and could never find a , fsBt 
J?]Lit at their fide. Yuu Succeeded, though 
awkwardly, in your part ; and entirely for- 
got that mifs Palmerilone in a hackney 
coach^ or in a front box, with ^ odd-look- 
ing people,' that is to fay, with her beft . 
and dearefl friend3, would be an abfolu^ 
ftranger in the eyes of ihe faihionable miis 
Nafhes, But I will not reft my prediftion^ 
on improbable events. Your friends may 
poffibly efcape the appellation of * odd-.^ 
looking,' and you may not approach them 
inlb humble a vehicle as a hackney-coach ; 
Jput the event is not the lefs certain. The 
firft time they meet a better-drefled girl, or 
o(ie. introduced with more eclat of rank and 
iaihion^ the charnung miis Pahnerftone will 
be nobody i and Ihould it happen that flie 
preflfis upon their recoUedion by civility 
and accuftomed familiarity, they will, with*» . 
out the fmalleft difficulty, teach, her to unr 
derftand thajt riidenefs is not very remote 
from injult. 

For 
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For this experiment have you hazarded 
the lofs of a faithful friend ; one who has 
known and loved you for more than three 
years ; one who has fliared your innocent 
pleafures and cafual pains ; one juft to your 
merits, and indulgent to your feults : in a 
word, one who does you honour (unpor- 
tioned and unallied as ihe is) by her attach- 
ment to you i for Ihe acknowledges worth 
only, and coldly rejefts the claims of pride 
and caprice. She knows, young as f^e is, 
that friendfhip and mutual confidence muft 
have for their bafis a virtuous mindi a ftea- 
dinefs of charafter, and an afieflsionate tem- 
per. She refpedb herfelfi and will notftoop 
to the affeftation of follies that (he defpifes, 
or court the favour of thofe whom fhe can 
neither ^eem nor truft. But Ihe has a 
heart that will forgive inconflderate error. 
It is ftill open to you. To be the cherifhed 
inmate of it, you have only to forget your 
niifs Nafhes, and be again yourfelf. 

The following incident, in the life of your 
favourite Mrs* Fermor, will exhibit, I truft, 

moft 
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;iK>ft powerfully the advantages refulting 
from a fincere and virtuous choice in early 
friend(hip$« It may not be inapplicable to 
the prefent occafion : at all events, it will 
ferve to convince you that it is in your own 
power to render yourfelf worthy of the 
friend whom you have ofiended. 

You have fo frequently feen the amiable 
Mrs. Fermor, that it is needlefs to expatiate 
on her character : you will admit without 
hefitation the general, I may fay the uni- 
verfal opinion, which pronounces her to be 
one of the politeft women in London ^ and 
to this her friends will add, that (he is equally 
eftimable for the virtues of her mind. But 
I believe it is referved for me to inform you 
that in early life, with all the endowments of 
her mind and the graces of her perfon, (he 
was in the utmoft danger of finking into 
one of your grandfather's ' pretty mifles*' 
I muft, however, prelude my little narra- 
tive with the leading incidents in the life of 
mifs Croiby, the friend of mifs Qarendoa 
now Mrs. Fertnor. 



\ 
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Rfifs Ctofbj loft her mother when jfhe 
Was an infant : hter family connexions took 
no fliare in an event that deprived her of the 
firft of human blcffings. 

Mrs. Crofby had highljr ofTtoded her fa- 
mily, by a marriage which they regarded as 
difgraceful to her friends and ruinous to 
herfelf. 

This lady, when 'young, was an orphan, 
and heirefs to a confiderable eftate; her 
father, who was the laft furviving parent, 
having left her, and her large fortune, to the 
care of an old gentleman, whofe habitual 
parfimony and exadt honefty were his beft 
recommendations to fo important a truft* 
His love of money, and averfion to expenfe, 
entered into his plans relative to his ward j 
and he was perfectly fatisfied with a conduS: 
which had for its principle the moft fcru- 
pulous attention to the livings of z long 
minority. He lived in a very retired way 

'at N ; and his young charge, with a 

*houfekeeper and three fervants, compofed 
his houfehold. The young lady*s famtfy 
^••*\ paid 
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^gld little atientlon to afrangen)enf$ which 
had in a great meafure removed her from 
Iheit fphere of aftion. ^hey cenhited her 
fkther*5 will, and forgot the means by lyhich 
they could have rcftified what was princi- 
pally defe<ftive in it. 

At a very early age this young and ihex- 
pefieneed girl became acquainted with Mr, 
Grofby, the fon of the keeper of the county 
jail. He was nephew to her guardian's 
hoiriekeeper, and frequently vifited an aunt 
who loved and was proud of him : this was 
rtot without reafonj for to a remarkably 
fine perfon he joined a conduct which had 
gained him the good opinion of all wha 
knew him. His father, whofe oAly child he 
Was, had exerted his utmoft abificies in his 
education ; and he was at this period ckrk 
to an^emincnt attorney at N— •*-. 

It does not appear what Ihare the aunt 
had in the intrigue : but it is certain that 
in two months after the lady became of age 
it finifhed by a clandeftine marriage ; and 
ffie confecjuence was, a fonnal renunciatiofi 

ox 
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of her by her family connexions. The young 
couple retired to a diftant part of the coun- 
try, and refided in a.handfome houfe on 
Mrs. Crofby's eftate. It will not be feeking 
too remotely for caufes, if we attribute the 
rapid decline of Mrs. Crolby's health, after 
her marriage, to theuneafinefs of her mind. 
She happily difcovered qualities in the huf- 
band, which, it may be prefumed, had been 
very little heeded^ in the choice of the lover. 
Mr. Crofby was a fenfible, worthy mani 
and with unremitting afFeftion and tender* 
nefs he cherifhed the woman whom Tiis 
heart had felefted with more eagernefs 
than his intereft had fought her fortune.. 
She difcovered every day, that he . was 
worthy of the notice and favour of her rela- 
tions ; and with an anxiety which augment- 
ed with this convidion fhe folicited a re* 
conciliation. 

Mr. Crolby entered into thefe fenti* 
ments, not only as they correfponded with 
his own honeft purpofes in refped: to his . 
wife's feulement, but as they appeared, fo 

intimately 






fntiftiately conriefted-with' het\. twnquilfity. 
But the undifguifed and uitr^ft^airted refent*- 
ment that appeared in the btughtf anfwers 
to their f€peit^d rolicitatioris eodfcrihcedtliem 
that it was in vairt to hope fof any. reconci- 
liation. Mri Croiby was told l*it he was a 
villain ; Wa wife the viftim of >hi$ artifieest> 
the ckipe of h^r ownibllyi^hd an alien from 
their blood. Mrs/Crofby felt with bitterj- 
nefs and indignation this outrage on thfe 
honour of hex hiilband> and forgot that,, by 
her infringemeiit df thofe obligations duejto 
the eftabliifaed laws of fociety^ ihe had 
furiiiflied to the intemperate anger of her 
family an apology which would meet with 
general acceptaHce> if not a complete julli- 
ficationi )ier de^th left mifs Croiby an 
infant three years, old, and a huiband incon^* 
folable. tie cbnlidered his wife as having 
been, in reality^ the viftim of her attach-* 
ment to him, and with unfeigned forrow 
lamented an aflfeftion. fo fetal to their com^ 
mon happiAefs. Mr. Crofby wanted not 
fpirit to encounter the cuntempt of hrs 
VOL. I. p wife's 



s fiunily^s ^ srft^ her decmfe he 
<leel]sied aU cHxtfions of recaUing them to 
his iieoiembx9ACe^ 

: Qdciq)ied< with hb EittiiMii and cares 
&r her .wd&iie^ he becaiae more Md more 
j-edufe; : bin:, his tedfeitaeiit egcdudjsd not 
idle telpeft of his neighbours, nor attetitioii 
ID theivants of t)ie poor* When Jiis dar**' 
&ig chili Jiadfeached her £xth year» he 
Hifetf eonfideied her danger ittfer his 
fotid indulgence^ andhe deterouned to phce 
tBtpixi die hands of a ladjr twenty miles 
6otn him^^riio hadibr many years £iftaioed 
zw^tf faig^ lepittatiDnic thehead of a fchool 
hec lek munevoos than relpedable* 
- This lady, wfaofe name w«s Sand&rd» 
mis defehring of the con&lence.of the anid^ 
Qfos parait : fte enserc^d widi the tendeit^ 
jntereftiatD die good Mr« Crolby's views> 
and the petvltar fituation of his (hild» 
£mau Ctotby was libouc fourteen when I 
became a boarder with Mrs. Sandford* 
She iiad been always confidered as •the 
iMld> as untU as Jthe pupils of this excellent 

. iady : 
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}Myi: itnd i found {hat I had been Much 
favoured by being the firft young ladf 
with whom fhe had flept ; for (be had> till 
my arrival, fliared her goveniefs*s room* 
This preference arofe, perhaps^ from- my 
mother's having met Mrs; Sandford, durin^^ 
her fummer vacation, at the houfe of a 
friend. . Struck by the manners and attain*^ 
menu of her pupil> fhe then refolved oa 
leaving me with Mrs. Sandfbrd during her 
expeSted abfence from England* Sh^ 
mentioned her intentions, and added fome 
unfeigned commendations of Emma^ Mrsl 
Sandfi^rd related the hiftory of her mother^ 
IpcJke with concern of the dejefted father, 
and finifhed^with aSet^onate praife of '^ deaf 
Emma," 

Mifs Croiby and myfelf> durbg this 
time, had, with all the facility of youthful 
and ardefs nature, become very fond o( 
each other; and our intimate union aC 
fchool confirmed this good will, and pro^ 
duced ti friendibip which time and experi* 
ence have fanftioned* « 

. In a few months after my Urival and 

fettlemenc 
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fettlement mifs Clarendon came, 4nd ^« 
lodged in our chamber : flie was of my age^i 
and fomewhat younger than Emma ; of a 
noble and antient family; and had lived 
with her great-uncle, from her infancy, at a 

beautiful feat in the neighbourhood of S , 

thd place of Mrs. Sandfotd's refidence. 
V^ith a very confiderable fortune, which 
fhe inherited from her mother^ (he Was alfo 
the acknowledged heirefs of Winford caftle 
and its rich domains i Ihe was a fine fliowy 
girl, high-fpirited, impatient of contradict 
tion, dif3ainful in her deportment, and 
prompt in her refentrtients. To balance 
thefe defeftsi Ihe poflefled unequalled gaiety 
and generofity, with a carelefs good humour 
which was never averfe to mirth or fport. 
My friend Emma fhnink from her advances 
to familiarity and confidence : her quiet 
ikXid gentle fpirit met with timidity the 
proffered friendfliip of the heirefs of Win- 
ford ciftle. I was as lively as mils Claren- 
don, and delighted in the fociety of a girl 
who animated every thing within her reach* 
Emma infenfibly Became eafy and uncon- 

ftraiaed 
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ft rained with her, and we ftiared in com- 
mon our little pleafures and our little mor- 
tifications. 

The yearly ball now drew near. Mifs 
Clarendon, the moft expenfively dreffed 
girl in the houfe, and who appeared to con- 
fider this diftinftion as an undeniable pre- 
rogative, expefted Mrs. Sutton, her uncle's 
houfekeeper, in order to fettle that import- 
ant article, her attire for the occafion : Mrs. 
Sandford not being judged competent to 
fuch a care, by the zealoiis Mrs. Sutton, 
\lrhofe long fervices and attachment to mifs 
Claren^n had been produftive of confider-* 
able influence in the family, and had, in' 
fad:, changed her original ftation to that 
of an inmi^ of the drawing-room when 
it was without other guefts. 

Mr§. Sutton arrived a few days before 
the ball, in a coach filled with band-boxes.. 
A new and coftly fUk robi was difplayed 
to our admiring eyes; filver fringe and 
fafTels decorated it moft fplendidly. To 
til is fup^rb drefs were added white and fi}- 

ver 
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ver ihoes, and a London cap of filver gauze 
ornamented with filver flowers. Mrs. Sand- 
ford had moft undoubtedly fhown a veiy 
different tafte in Emma's equipments $ for 
a muQin frock, and a bunch of rofes for her 
head, completed the preparations made for 
her, 

. It was cuftomarf for thofe friends of our 
govemefs, or of the young ladies, who did 
not wiili to participate in the pleaiure or 
^tigue of the ba)!,. to a0emble in her 
drawingr-room in .order to fee the ladies 
>^ea prepared for it 5 and as we • finifhed 
our toilet, we r^adred thither to (eceive 
their good-natured fmiles of approbation, 
9nd fome marks of kindnefs, which we 
pocketed. No one in the houfe had been 
judged capable of dreffing the heirefs of 
I Winford cattle, by Mrs. Sutton, but herfelf. 

$he had been indulged with a particular 
f 00m for this purpofe^ and mifs Clarendon 
)iad pafled in review before Emiiia arid my- 
ijelf were ready; and had been condui^ed 
)>y the triumphante and exulting Mr$. Sut- 
6 ton 



ton to her unde, ix^hQ ws^Tf^l^dia-gr^^t 
^IS ibm at the head 0f tbe ballrrooa^ i:^^^ to: 
receive her. . * 

When we eiiter^ the cbraiw^g^-tQwa M^rw 
Cro&yy met hi? daughter: he f^tyegfeA.. 
mtk ttielmchol^ ^tteqtlon hcur ilg^t mdl, 
ek^iant perform took her tendedy hy th»> 
hand, gaizaed ^oa her freehand figfaed prcH 
foundly^ .then rifing^ Mrith iU-cohceakd. 
agitatbzi he pkoed round hear neck a go}d> 
chain, to whkh was fui^ehded her nior 
thefa pi6hure fee round with brilliatttsi 
and once naore lobUng'^t her with umks* 
finable emotions^ he burft into (ears and. 
fuddenly q^ttsed the roQSfi. 

This afiedting fcenc; retarded u» for ibme 
tiipe. J^oor Emma wept .bitterly^ aiid was, 
long in compofing her fluttered fpirits^ till 
foothed by Mrs, Sandfiftrdj and eneo^agod^ 
• by all around her. We at length entered the^ 
ballr room. The ^Is crowded abo^it us pn 
our appearing, . curious to leain the caufe 
of our delay: b>it this curiofity inftantly 
yielded to. the admiration that Emma's new 
ornament; excitedf 

' Mifi 



^ Mifs^ Clar«iidon> who had till dien ai- 
joyed widi0ut a compelicor all the ho- 
nours reful^g from her finery, approached 
u^, 16 make the &me lAqoi^ies, which had 
been forgotten by the giris^ who were now 
^igaged in remarking the i^riking likenefs 
of Emma to the^ piftiire. i Mi(& Cl^isendon 
was called tipbn in a mroineat to:con^rm 
this opinion^ and to adniire imifs Crofby's 
elegant decoration. Her fiuse flulhed widi 
rage : all the violence and pride of her un- 
goTerned mind btirfb ford); and with the 
moil inielent* difdsfin in her mAMier^ aa4 
the moil bitter irony of tone, (he remai-ked- 
that Mr. Crofbyliad omitted the moft ef- 
fential part of his gift. ^^ttad-the.%xof 
the prifonj*' added (he, farcaftically fmiling, 
*' been hung to the ibaini^ we' Ihquld at 
once have recogmzed the grandrdaughter 

df die jaiter it N^^-^— ^i'- ^ 

The infulted Elrima, ftill agitata by her 
interview wifh ^er father, turned as pale as 
deadi, and wasr'finking; to the floor quite in*- 
fenflHe. Speedy ai&ftance Was given, arid 
Ihe was conveyed from the- room. You 

will 
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will eafily imagine the confufion this occa- 
fiohed. Emma's fudden indifpoiition pre- 
vented the principal figure dance: every 
girl >¥ho had witneffed the fcene, and knew 
the caiife of mifs Crofby's illnefs, cautious- 
ly Ihunned mifs Clarendon, left they fhould 
be miftaken for her abettors or defenders* 

The taik of the evening clofed, and I 
was difmiffed with the reft to my repofe. 
Weary, dejefted, and* very angry, I pre- 
pared to ftep into bed^ without fpeaking 
or looking at mifs Clarendon; but not be- 
fore I had filently obferved that Emma** 
place was vacant. My heart palpitate^ 
with refentment, I did not dare to give 
utterance to my voice, or the upbraidings 
that I wiflied mifs Clarendon to hear. At 
length I perceived fhe made no advances to 
join me ; and pulhing back the fide curtain 
to caft one 'indignant look at her, I found 
ihe was fitting by the bed-fide, exaftly in 
the fame ftate in which flie had entered the 
room. My heart, Eliza, was hardened 
againft her, and I thought fhe was fuUen. 
"You did well,'* faid I with a tofs, "to 

difencumber 
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difcncombcrytDurfelfof your finery in the 
dreffing-room* as you intend to pafs the 
night in that chair: I. conclude/* added I 
irith unpitying accent, *' that fuch n .your 
dcfign." — ** No matter where I pafs it !" 
exclaimed ihe, calling herfelf on her kiieesi 
and hiding her face in the bed-clothes. ** No 
matter what becomes of me !" purfued Ihe: 
^* I hate myfelf ! every one hates me ! they 
muft hate me : for God himfelf hates the 
proud of heart/* 

My refentment foftened in a moment : 
ibothings inftead of reproaches now en* 
gaged my thoughts. . We paiied the night 
in plans to reinilate her in the 6vour of 
Mrs. Sandford, and to gain fbrgivenefs 
from the gentle Emma. " I know hot,** 
faid mifs Clarendon, *' what apology^ I can 
make ; but there is none that I fhall jthink 
too humiliating. Shall I confefs the truth, 
and plead that for an excufe, which will 
diigrace my underftanding, as much as I 
have expofed my bad and headftrong tern- 
per ? But indeed, my dear Angelica, fo it 
was, I was certainly influenced by Sutton"? 

converfation. 
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conver&tlon. I think that I Jhould nor 
otherwife have been- fo crueL But flie er* 
prefled her furprife that Mrs, Sandford had 
^upd Ao other apartment fpr me than mifs 
Crofby's : * flie thaught/ Ihe faid, ^ tJiat 
every one ihould have their proper place j 
and that, whatever Mrs. Sandford might, 
think of her fety the grand-daughter of the 

J^T- r jailor could not find hers with the 

heirefs of Winford caftle But your uncle 

Ihall know it,' continued Ihe, reddening with 
anger : * if any thing can prevail upon him 
to fend you beyond his daily reach, this 
Will : and London is the proper place in 
which^ to find you education, and proper 
aflbciates. However/ faid fbe, fettling my 
rob^ .' they will fee. the diflferen<^ to-night 
at leaft !' I have, my dear Angelica, heard 
too many of ^efe converfations. I am neither 
ib childiih nor fo filly as not to fee this wo- 
man's motives, for ihe confults only her own 
intereft: but J have not been wife enough to 
defpife them, and to-night — but why do I 
t^ of it ? I can never be forgiven !'' 
* Thr^e w^le.days pafied, and we faw 

not 
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not.Elinma : fhe was ill. On the fourth fhe 
took her place in the fchool-room with 
placid cheerfulnels, met the greetings of 
her companions with kindnefs and grati- 
tude ; and in pafluig me preffed my hand, 
and whxfpered, *^ Thank you, do not for- 
lake her.'* She neither fhunned nor fought 
mils Clarendon, fpoke occafionally to her 
with polite referve, and appeared the fame 
meek and unoffending Emma. 
. She ftill continued to fleep in Mrs. Sand*- 
ferd's apartment, and I diligently fought an 
opportunity of exprefling to her, how much 
this feparation grieved me. *^ All will be 
well>** anfwered fhe, the tears running down 
her pale cheek: "all. will be as it. ought to 
he, my dtfar friend, in a few dayis. I am 
not permitted to tell mifs Clarendon that I 
' pity her ; my governefs did not choofe I 

Ihould anfwer her letter ; but I think you 
liiay afTure her, that you know I flill love 
her. She has injured herfelf, not me, and 
there is no caufe for my ceafmg. to love herj 
for I am proud of my alliance with.Jmtcgrity 
and humanity. I an;i proud of being the 

grandchild 



grandchild of that man of whom even the 
meek and benevolent Howard would have 
faid: * Behold t!ie friend of the miferable: 
i*efpeft the man who communicates com- 
forts to his fellow-man in a prifon, and be- 
guiles the fad hours of captivity and chains 

of their burthen.* Mifs Clarendon knew 

• 

him not 1 Ihe thought only of the obfcurity 
iand meannefs of his condition in life; and, 
in a moment of heedlefs folly, forgot the 
ieflbns of Mrs. Sandford, who conftantly in- 
culcates that it is not the polt allotted to 
Us, but the diligent difcharge of the du- 
ties annexed to it, which ftamps us with 
honour. Comfort her, my dear Angeli- 
^ qa, ' and inftruft her ; for fhe has a noble 
mind.** . ' 

This injun6lion 1 feithfujly obferved. To 
fay the truth, mifs Clarendon ftood in need 
of confoiation. I do not believe that the 
fevereft corporal punifhment, or the molt 
humiliating mortification, would have pro- 
duced on mifs Clarendon's mind half the 
pain thit it endured from the fufpenfe in 
which fhe was kept. Not a word efcaped 

any 
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any of the teachers that had any reference 
to the ball. Every indication of curiofity 
on the fubjeft^ on the part of the young la- 
dies, was reprefled ; and various were our 
comments on this inexplicable filence. Some 
of the girls attributed it to the influence of 
die beirefs with Mrs.Sandford ; others, with 
more probability and candour, to that of 
the gentle afcendency of Emma j whilft the 
greater part had ceafed to interefl; themfelves 
in an affair from which they had only expe* 
rienced a flight privation of amufement. 

Mrs. Sandford had not ipoken on the 
fubjeft to mifc Clarendon, any further than 
telling her that- giifs Crofby would Ihprtly 
anfw^r. due Iqtter which (he had fent her* 
The irritable temper of this poor girl, and . 
the condniaal vfexadon in which Ihe was, 
manifefted thqmfelves in her countenance : 
ihe looked pale, and loft her appetite* 

On the Sunday evening we aflembled as 
ufual for the purpofe of its peculiar duties. 
Fourteea days had iicarly elapied fince tha 
unfortunate ball. At the conclufion of the 
prayers^ Mrs» Sai^dford (aid with dijgnity and 

calmnefs^ 



cakiviers>^< Young ladies j there now remaiiis 
.for me a duty which has not been forgotten, 
alfhough fufpended in order, to render it 
in its performance more imppeflive and far 
luiary/' She paufed. Never Ihall I forget, 
my EUza^ what palled in my mind at that 
inftant! Although perfe&ly free from blame, 
I felt like a criminal before his judgp, and 
with downcafl: eyes' and heating heart fup- 
.ported the trembling mifs» Clarendon. 

^^ The ofieoce," continued Mrs* Sand^ 
.ford, '^ on which I have the painful ofEce cf 
at^madvertiog, was a public one, and my 
reprefaenfion of it muft be public alfo. Bur, 
my dear children, look not at this moment 
for the offender amotigft you : die moft 
£noere repentance, and the mod generous 
avowal of the afiront, have cancelled mi& 
Clarendon's £iuk in the memoir of her who 
fufiered from k. Mif$ Clarendon is once 
mom entitled to that place io our hearts^ 
which ffae fo heedlefsly and intemperately 
hasarded by yidding to the iuggeftions of a 
ruling paflion. She will, I doubt not, per* 
fliit me to ufo her name as the vehicle of 
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tSiofe truths which I now wiih to impr^ on 
<your minds. She will tell you that Ihe has 
experienced^ in all the bitternels of fuch a 
conviftion, that in infulting the feelings of 
a fellow-creature you plunge a poniard into 
your own breaft. She will tell 'you^ that 
^pride and arrogance defeat^ and alwisiys will 
defeat, their own purpofe ^ and that nditlidr 
•rank nor fortune^ nor beauty nor talents^ 
can cover the i«(iefortnity of that heart in 
which pride and envy and malice have 
their dire abode. But flbe will fay yet more. 
She will tell you that her repentant t^^ 
have been fweet ; that a healing balm has 
jdifiufed itfelf in the wounds inflided by felf^ 
reproach^ fince ihe has banifhed theie ene«- 
mies of human peace and of human honour. 
She will tell you, that from the hour in which 
ihe acknowledged herfelf the ilaveof paffion^ 
and nobly cail off the debating power^ ihe 
has recovered her felf->eileem> and that ihe 
looks forward to a completer triumph. Nor 
will ihe be difappbinted. The profelyte of 
truth h doubly dear to us all."— She ex* 
tended her arms to the weeping girl, with 

emotions 
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emotions that fhe did not afFeft to conceal. 
** This is,'* faid fhe, *' an hour of viftorjr 
indeed ! O may it for ever expel from the 
hearts of my children thefe cruel inraders ! 
But," added (he, fweetly fniiling, *'Ifor*- 
get my Emma : (he has a right which I 
withhold. Let me reftore to her her be*, 
loved xttift Clarendon." The girls were in 
an kiftant locked in each other's arms; 
whilft I with wild j^y was clinging to Mrs. 
Sandford) incapable of fpeaking my love 
and gradtude< 

- Mrs. Sartdford now, with coUefted (e- 
rioufnefs, addrelTed her pupils : ** You 
ought,** faid (he, " to know the real value 
of thofe diffinftions which fo tenacioufly in-^ 
Huence human opinions and direft human 
puriliits. I am not caUed upon to inquire 
eithier into the origin, the utility, or the 
realbnablene(s of pne-eminence in rank, and 
power, and wealth. It is fufficient for my 
purpofe, that fuch diftindlions have always 
exifted in focial life ; and, under (bme form 
or other, will exift (b long as man aflTociates 
with man. ^ We ought as common mem- 
VOL. I. Q^ ber$ 
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bers of it to relpeft the common and efta- 
blilhed laws of the fociety in which we 
Jive i and thofe who fupport, by a condu£b 

conformable to their elevation^ their claims 

• *^ , •' - • * 

to relpeft, ought to receive it. But they 
who truft to external honours for confidera- 
tion will do well to look into their feeble 
tenure : this will afford nothing on which 
pride cap ereft its abfurd pretenfions. 
They will find the trophies of their great- 
nefs mixed with bafe alloy i that they have 
been borne by thofe who have tarniihed 
and foiled them; and that they have been 
difgraced by vice and obfcured by po- 
verty, Mifs Crofby's grandfather was the 
keeper of a common prifonj and content 
with his humble condition, he honourably 
and confcientioufly performed the duties of 
it. Mifs Clarendon's paternal grandfather 
had to fupport the dignities of a long train 
of noble anceftors: his profufion and li- 
centious indulgences difgraced them^ and 
brought ruin and want on himfelf. He was 
arrefted for debts which his vices had led 
him to incur, and confined for a confider- 

^ able 
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able time in N gaol : and to the hu- 

■ manity of its keeper was he indebted for 
the comforts of his prifon, and the decent 
fupply of his daily neceffities. 

*' Let this example teach you alV the fol- 
ly and prefumption of looking back to your 
anceftors for that honour which muft re- 
fult from your own conduft, or for any 
apology for fupercilious contempt of thofe 
whom you imagine to be your inferiors 5 
for be affured that this contempt will infal- 
libly revert on yourfelves. Remember, it 
is your, own virtue and your own wifdom 
that muft ennoble you. The mockery of 
ceremonial ufages, the forms of refpeft 
which power and overgrown wealth exa6t> 
you will find of eafy price j few are dif- 
pofed to difpute for ftraws : but expeft no 
homage from the heart, nor any deference 
from the underftanding : thefe are not im- 
pofed upon with gewgaws 5 they will have 
merits or th^y will laugh at your preten-. 
fions. . 

'* To thefe obfervations," continued the, 
good Mrs. Sandford, " I have 9nl}r. oAe de- 

cifion 
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cifion to a<Jd, which by its folemn imports 
ance fuperfedes all the deduftions of hu-A 
man rqafon and experience, whilft it con- 
firms their inferences. You know that the 
great and powerful Being has declared 
* that pride was not made for man.' " 

We were difmifled, and the remainder of 
the evening was given to extraordinary in** 
diligence and joy > and to crown all, our 
Emma retired to the fame bed-room witit 
purfelves* The efFefts of thi$ incident were 
not tranfient ; from this hour mifs Claren*' 
don looked up ^o Emma as her model : no 
perfuafions could induce her to leave Mrs* 
Sandford's houfe. 

The afcendency which this fweet girl 
acquired was indeed furprifiiigi The ap-^ 
probation of Emma Crofby was the rfecom- 
penfe of every e|Fort of felf-comtnand. She 
read in her modeft and retiring eye the 
fignal for wifdom and forbearance. The 
found of Emma's voice modulated her rlfing 
notes of petulance, and her fmile of appro-? 
bation appeared neceflary to her well-be- 
ing; I was one day remarking thefe things^ 

to 
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to her: " I do not," replied fhe, '^wUh v» 
difown what you fay, Emma Crolby U 
the objeft of my emulation. I love you, 
my dear Angelica i but with thar fentimeiH^ 
J find uiixed a reverence for Em ma, which I 
cannot well explain. Do you know, Ibe 
wa3 perfectly acquainted with the circucn- 
ftance mejfrtioned by Mrs. Sandford relative 
to my grandfather ! » Do you not fee with 
what encouraging gentfenefs flie manages 
niy headftrong temper ? Has fhe not con^ 
vinced me that the humble of heart aiie 
blefled ?'' 

When thefe young ladies quitted Mrs. 
Sandford, their friendihip had taken that 
form which it will retain* as long as they 
exift- Winford caftle and Mr. Croiby's 
houfehad alternately their gueft?, until the 
marriage of mifs Crofby took place. She 

has been many years the wife of a gentle- 

> 

man recommended to her favour by her 
mother's relations, v/ho are proud of a wo- 
man that reflects honour on them. Mr. 
Crofby met with dignified good nature 
the overtures of reconciliation made, by his 

wife's 
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wife's conneftions ; and, with a candidnefs 
which marks his charafter, obferved, in re* 
ply to the conceffions made him, *' thar 
he was an example of thofe evils fo com- 
monly attendant on youthful and indifcreet 
attachments, and which almoft always lie 
concealed in unequal unions. Iwaptednot," 
added he, *^ either probity or aflf iflion, but 
I wanted that firmnefs of mind which ought 
to have left me no alternative in a decifion, 
in which the honourablcnefs of my own 
principles, and the delicacy and the repu- 
tation of the woman whom I loved, were fa 
deeply implicated. I married her, and in- 
curred the opprobrium which it caft on my 
name. But, inexperienced and guiltlefs as 
file was, fhe faw not the juftice of this harfh 
opinion. She felt my injuries ; and flowly, 
but. Heaven be praifed, not repentantly, ac- 
knowledged that the woman, who, unmind- 
ful of her ftation in life, quits the rank al- 
lotted her for one very much beneath her, 
has no right to complain, if, on wifhing to 
return to the poft Ihe has deferted, fhe finds 
no admittance. In becoming the hufband 

of 
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of the rich Emma Wentworth my chara3:er 
was open at leaft to fufpicion. As the fa- 
ther and guardian of her child, it has, I 
truft, exhibited its native reftitude. The 
forrows which have been left me with this 
precious depofit have filencedrefentmenn 
I meet with cordiality the hearts of thofe 
who are difpofed to love and proteft my 
child : to her I leave the enforcement of 
claims now fo happily admitted : fhe will 
not difgrace her family . " 

The amiable mifs Crofby on her mar-* 
riage went to Ireland. Her father has con- 
ftantly refided with her, Mrs. Fermor, hav- 
ing no family to engage her time, vifits her 
friend annually. She fays that nothing can 
draw Emma from her father and nurfery ; 
and that, if I wifli to fee her, I muft feek her 
in the midft of five rofy-rfaced boys and 
girls, in the apartment of her father, who is 
very infirrn with the gout,- but whofe cheer- 
fulnefs appears to increafe in proportion 
with his rifing comforts. His fon-in-law 
is worthy of that title, and deferving of the 
wife which Heaven has bellowed on him. 
'7 Mrs. 
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Mn. Fermor ipeaks in raptures of" a Uitk 
Emma^ whom (he calU her own : *^ For,** 
laid fke archly, <^ although fht has ilolen 
the dove-like eycs' of her mother, fhe has 
fomethingofimy Former glorious fpirit> and 
now rules her grandfather at her will j who, 
I fear, if he takes no care of what he is do- 
ing, will prepare her for thofe leflbns to 
wliich I have been indebted for my comfort 
and happinefs/' "My* amiable Emma ftill 
remembers me, and fmquefltiy wrices^ She 
rqproaches my indolence^ And bids me make 
mj peace by preienting you. • 
• I truft I Ihail ofte day -eiultingiy fee her 
embrace the deferring objeft of my care, 
and receive from her thofe congratulations 
that will Communicate the pureft joy to the 
heart of your 

^•r- ANGELICA .fALMERStONB. 
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